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CHAPTER A: OVERVIEW

Introduction

The Oral Law is a huge subject. Since 97yavin is the way in which we connect with
the Torah, its scope is vast. Our purpose here is not to be comprehensive, but to deal with
common issues secular people would ask or be inspired to know.

i) Definition of the written and Oral Torahs

Both the an>aw 7 n and the N9 Syaw NN are the 7 927. The nyn of the and51w NN
is achieved by learning it 2152 and the nvn of the Na Yyaw NN is achieved by learning it Sya
no'. If either the An53w N1 is learnt N9 S¥a or the N3 Syaw NN is learnt anoa, the nvn of
that NN is bypassed and some of its nwYTP value is lost.

With regard to the Written Law, the an> is the »nwy w125 of the N7 in ©w. The
letters are to the word of G-d what the body is to the soul. Those same letters translate, at a
lower level, into the actual physical world®. Because the source of the Written Torah is the
word of G-d, the an has nvn in and of itself’.

In The Book of Our Heritage, Eliyahu Ki Tov writes: "The Torah which we have in
our hand was shown by G-d to Moshe, ‘written in black fire over white fire,” including all of
its letters. ...For that Torah, Moshe Rabeinu made a copy on parchment”. ... [This was the

' There are several practical differences which distinguish between a Torah Law which is considered
Torah SheBichtav and a Torah Law which is considered Torah SheBe'al Peh.

The Mabit, Kiryat Sefer, Hakdama, Perek Beis:

One- The Oral Law may not be written (although today this law has changed)

Two-  Any Hekesh on the written law is as of it was written clearly in the Torah and one may

not modify one’s understanding based on kashyes from other sources.

Three- The 012 nwW1TI N1INNW 17N 2" applies only to written psukim.

Four- 072N 1R? TR 171U 2N2320 1717 RINW 12 T'TIN 1"PITRW 7272 R171 OXR 1000 772 IR

Five- We are sometimes more Machmir on a Torah SheBichtav Law:
19 2020 7170 TNW 1979 IRWN 710177 902 171" 01NN 191792 1122

There are also many laws that are completely learned out from the 97vawin alone.

WY1 TNW ‘1 1272 :1:47 0°20n°

®171 017X N3N ANJnm :19:17 mnw’

The mm? are one of the things that were created miwnuwi 1°2, essentially after the 6 days of creation —

therefore they are not a special creation, but rather represent the nx*12n 01'0. All the Nx™13, in a
sense, is reconstituted in the written N1M? (139-145 1272 "0°07 :17131 P1TX ‘1 2D 0012N).

* Volume 3 pg. 161-165. On pg. 165-166, he explains that Moshe Rabeinu was commanded to copy
from the fiery script in a slightly different form to the way it appeared as black fire on white fire. “As
the Ramban writes (preface to Chumash): We have also an authentic tradition that the entire Torah
consists of Divine Names — that the words are subdivisable into sacred Divine Names ... and it
appears that the Torah which was written with black fire over white fire was written continuously,
without interruptions between the words, so that it was impossible to either read it in accordance with
the manner in which we read it. It was given (in writing) to Moshe Rabeinu in accord with the
formulation which we have, while its formulation in accord with the Divine Names was transmitted to
him orally.”

"Moshe Rabbeinu also heard by ear, directly from G-d, all the words which he was transcribing."
Through hearing the words of the Torah, he knew the kri (the Torah as read) and through the sight of
the script he knew the ktiv (the Torah as written)
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first Torah scroll'. Moshe Rabbeinu wrote in the 3" person for, since the Torah preceded the
creation of the world, Moshe was like a scribe copying from an original book. ]. Moshe
Rabeinu further transcribed twelve scrolls of the Torah, of which he gave one Sefer Torah to
each tribe. [All subsequent Torah scrolls were transcribed from these scrolls in turn. When
the original scrolls were concealed,] there were always some scrolls of the Torah which had
been thoroughly examined, and were acknowledged as perfect, to which all other scrolls were
compared for correction. And even when some slight variations were found between [these]
Torah scrolls ... the Sages fixed the precise text in accord with that found in the majority of
the acknowledged scrolls®. ...

Extraordinary care was taken to insure the integrity of the text, and the Sages warned
that a scribe who was not exacting was destroying the world®. This is why a scroll with a
single line partially missing may not be read and is immediately marked by tying it on the
outside. There are many other laws which ensure the accuracy of our scrolls. "

A written NN, however, would have been endless had it contained all possible
eventualities. Therefore, the solution was to give a written N7 which was somewhat coded,
with all the principles in condensed form®. The original text of the Bible, particularly of the
Pentateuch, is in reality no more than a shorthand text, but so cleverly composed that it
makes sense even in its shorthand face, while its longhand meaning is discernible only by
making use of the key incorporated in it through a code of many signs, elaborated especially
for that purpose’. The Oral Law became the key by which these principles translated into the
final, specific instructions for day to day living and for all the changing circumstances of
mankind.

! It is not clear whether this scroll was written over 40 years or in one shot at the end of the 40 year
period. Chazal have a machlokes on this point. Some hold that the Torah was written in separate
scrolls, all of which were combined into one Sefer Torah at the end. Immediately after Sinai, Bereishis
and part of Shemos (up to half of Parshas Yisro) were written and then other scrolls were written as
things happened and Moshe R. was given new Mitzvos. Others hold that the entire Torah was given,
in one scroll, at the end of 40 yrs. There is also a machlokes on whether Moshe Rabbeinu or
Yehoshua wrote the last eight psukim.

% It is thus related in Tractate Sofrim that three scrolls of the Torah were found in the Beit Hamikdash,
and when some few minor spelling differences were found between them, the Sages confirmed the
text found in two of the three scrolls; which they then established as the standard text.

%Ki Tov, pg. 167: The importance of the laws of writing a Sefer Torah are compared to the importance
of the creation of Heaven and Earth. As Rabi Ishmael warned Rabi Meir who was a scribe: “My son,
be careful in your work, for your work is a work of Heaven — if perchance you leave out one letter, or
add an extra letter, you are destroying the world.” Therefore the Sages of the generations of Ezra the
Scribe, and those who followed him, composed such works as the ‘Great Mesorah’ and the ‘Small
Mesorah’ which treat all the above matters.

...9”D2W 7N TW191 NIMN0T N19% 12 AN22 771N0 1R 117 1000 ... 11 nw1g xnimn?
N1v19 97D2W 111711 N17°73 An232W 1111w
(T2:3 TMAR) N2 X237 112 1911 12 1971”
TO RON RMIMIN
INXRIW TWN? N72PN 1TN? 0272 07270 R2X 71TN PIXRN 11217IR (R 21"R) 111D X271 70N T2 071Ina 22 1.
(1:R1 127 NIMWA 121) (INXR 1277 1M?32 10N 72X 11°1) 1M?232

* The Bible Unauthorized or The True Text of the Bible by A.H. Moose
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ii) All of 9”7yawin is hinted in 57awvin

The Rambam, in number eight of his 13 Principles of Faith, states the 710> that the Oral Law
was given along with the Written Law, and one who does not accept the oral tradition is
considered an D1P9N’. 19171 Nwn received all of the na Syaw nnn’ at »»>0*, but he did not
know where the a7yawin could be found hinted at in the 573vn°, as the generation of nwn
did not need the NN completed for them in this way®. Therefore, 137 nwn did not pass on
everything that he learned’.

PPN P97 InTein o7ant!
12NN 017N T°WID 1IXRW 17711 7171230 91 373 221PN0 17170 01779 12 1121 ... TNUN M AMna 11°a ‘1 71071
nun? 0N KR WK 072NN MIVA K170 TN271 17279071 10781 7191071 22171 121011

DINR — (2 “271 W’D) 1"011P IR 2232 AT il... 119 2020 71702 1710 11°RW M ‘R “27 479 000 “271 07an7?
0°0TIP IR ®?1 01913 TNIR ®1P ‘N 721 12100 7200 1792

"R 11720 . WITTM WIT 22 201 AN 070 73 NIR 1702 2P 1727 100 2 7181 ,? 97 & 07U 070 now’
M2 TN M T'200 10 127981 ,0 R 21°R) 70" "IN 12071 170 PIRN 12178 A1007 7100 0KRT 172707 212°
77NN 23 TIN22 P*90N2 1WIR T8I ,(R ,23 17P™ V”D1 771 479 1IRI "N2W07177) 7*1"01 1007 X1 123 117 1197
1 NN W0 73 NIR 1702 73R 127 101 - 1700 IR 017 TDATR 20 18P 107 100,170 23 201 1712

NIwY 178 “MM?” .“OMMN? Tand oKX 1N A7nm 1280 e 0K 72 1nx17 27197 '’ .0 o1t
n2n0 &I AT 7071027 ,0°21IN231 0°R™1 178 “"NaNd 10KR7 ,7Mun a1 “nnxnnm~ ,x&1pn a1 “n1n” ,miaTi
"7 12 DWW "27 IR NI 1770 "M2017°2 17D (T-1 XY M2U17 L0 1270 An1TI7) 21'0N NN 1IN 02130
(0N"197 00N 10X 17T DU 172 R21N) R R3 MNY RN?'3N11
The teaching which comes to us from the Mishnah of the Sages is of the identical date and identical
origin as that which is derived by the interpretation of the written word (Rav Dovid Tzvi Hoffman, Die
Erste Mischna, Berlin 1982, pg. 3 — as quoted in Harry Schimmel, The Oral Law, pg. 19)
N2 w190
1TIMRI NUNW N R2R ,"1°0N 1IMRI NNXNA 23 ®2701 7170 11 23R 7100 170 710 INXR? 170 112 10N 28 ‘71 127"
271R21 "1°01 1MMKRI 1R ‘92 172N70 "927) "1°0N 0ATITRTI ONTM?23 1TMRI 0713 9K ,°1°0N NTRITRT N0
(Tum

172pn 190 T7aR1
0712 MNI0N2 PNG NIPNN N PIN D271 1R R? 10 12T 17°9R 11007 "NIN 120 721 TIM?NN "IN 021071
7N 370 Mv? T2

..,IUN DT'W NN 1" NUT? 2127 TIN 1°R1 11007 MK 0710 12T 220 :0R7171 7177 12:2° DM ne1g 0nn 1R’
719 202 1MW 7N 22 1007 DTN ®? 22X 7007 TMKRW 19 2020 7710 22 AN220 77102 007 K170 7172 TR 71301
aNJ2W 17112 1IN R10 12

N7 10N R2W 12T 7177 K20 (2739 17™) 1TIKRO 77771 7INKRN 202 TR ... 00 TN IR 20 K207 277
DT R2W N WNT 710 K29V 27 "D (W79 17TN) IR DIPNA 1R, OTN? TNY P 11 TM2N0 11 127981 ,71°02
1"R1 WN? MK 1710 12T 220 IR 171 " ®10 07I0NKR01 210" " AR .17 00170 0 IMKRND 102 131,07 1010
WITN "R DT PIRA R20NWU TV 1710 1110 D1 2870 MNT 22 I8N0 TA 0010 DT 7101 101" NUT? 212 01
717IN2 0w R0 7172 17TR 71371 ,19 2020 770 N30 7710 T 17 10 100 "3 ®10 079070 73R L0010 10T K20
,AN22W 171N 1IN X171 120 719 202 10 AN 23 1007 DTN R? 228 ,100°7 TMKRW 19 2020 770 23 21310
01PN T2 10" 123 MOITM D170 "1°02 NWn? 1MRID 12270 0277 770 20D 2870° "2 NTIAY K71 171

g 9 R?7R T1'R T"2MM22 00T 231 7131 71901 07712 NN 11201 T'RINN 182 R0 17771 ,A0220 17112

/121 AN22W AN T N7INA 0107201 M127010

11727 W0 170 R? 0N DT R?20 010 UNT 01700 RA™PY "112 11780 R?270 MK XN0WO7T:0°R 1171 — 1T 1R9°

11712 T NINKRA N13T 231 ...1"072 R2A"PY 2177 1N NI A7 ... 771" "¥1p1 17N "9 20 171NN NN?2007 1T 1m12
12 0Ny Rl
The n9 2vaw NN is the final bringing of the Torah into the world. The lower the generation, the more
of a need there is to bring the Torah further into the world. The challenge that the n11n continuously
meets is to be a vibrant, dynamic guide that will allow us to use eternal principles to ever changing
circumstances.

MR 037 INRIW 02T "2 MR IR NIR (‘T 0AT) 70 M3 "TIR” 2N PNRT 178 T-2 07T NT12D mow’
.MXD 1"27 1171 MRIW 07127 77
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The Oral Law connects us, in this world, with the n7n. Its true place is in our minds.
In fact the o7yawin essentially exists nowhere other than in our minds' (this is true, to some
degree, even after it has been written down). The Written Torah has an independent reality
from us — it is written with letters on parchment. There is always a distinction between our
reality and the reality of the Written Torah. But there is no reality to the Oral Torah
independent of the mind of the Jew. This is how we connect to the Torah®, representing a
total fusion of the Torah with man’. By understanding the n1n more or less deeply and
completely, each person becomes a different repository of the ayawin®.

Since each individual is constantly being exposed to different situations, conceivably
without end, the process of the Oral Law is never complete’. Therefore, Shlomo HaMelech
states® that were we to continuously write ©190 on 97yawin it would be without end.

In Messianic times there will no longer be 97yavin. In fact, the »5n n»a claims that in
the case of the first set of mMY, the MMY contained what for us became the 87yavn’. Rav

MT 77 1°R 020 11X 1"MINT 17100 7IRW AN 970K (711272 0°1) 1071197 ANTRil — 210 01" N1901N2 101
0127 222 02701 "®N (:87) 177INT 2792 1IMXRW 11910 72T "12°0N 781 .8901n?7 X291 012302 UTnN" R?20 1T
O7INR? NWN 1010 11 R? 770 TNIR RO .2”7D 01910 "PITRT 0710 "P1TRT 1Wn? 172pn 1NR100 Tn?n 101

ATN20 1R 17 10100 MK R?21 11IRINO TN?N 1MMKRO X171 12 TN07?7 ATRPT1 272

:R TINDU 10 T 101" N20N "722 Tmon’

227 X1 ,N?217T2 AMNW N0 10 IN7TN271 ,0°370 000 00 12271 72Nl N'7N137 7200 771070 "RI1" 10Un
73T 0'M171N 221 IR & ,WTPNI N"2 17122 0710V 1710 M1 0171 07221X 1771 11'T2AXR 017 MK 270 N3N
,2INW 7171°D19 12 1TY?R1 7D7721 D1 27 P? 0°R TR 00 1711 .172XR1 20T 20 N1IN210 2D 011710 17001 ,11°112R°7
17170 1" PR 007 TR 2N0DR N1 17770 0°W0119 20 027 ,1700 'RIT 710 TRIT? 1717019 12 TTUPR XM
L1700 'R 7710 R 1°TTA 12 AT MR LMW 177712 ATI0M TR PT 00 7 217170 1720 PR 007 00
SRXNI R?1 12T WP12™ ,0°D°TINA 1MW MR 0 INIR 1700 710X 20 10717 711102 N2 1A 012271 12 1?2 11
771N ONR1 17T RI0 712 2R7WAW V1T L7200 "R 72100 'RIM? 1717019 12 1TU?R 1NR™M .OUTA 7 70° "MON 1772M
1122 NNIIN1 7131712 ™11 20720 RN AN 07101 .001N11 "NXD?7 MO NNXR OXR 2N0UXR 111 271°T R0 12 2171 1001
1710 M0 :IN™M? 7172 1107 ,N10711279K 12 P11 TN :PNRT 12 1011 27 MRLTIN?™ XR12* TIN?2 13110 223 .01
02107 170,270 MIN 22 111 ,07°D19 12 TU2R T 20 AUI0 PXINT T 278N 19 2020 717111 ,2N232W
TINKR TN 21 TRANWTR IR N AT XNT2TR 27T I L1017 77100 NIR 1T N80 12 11000 R0 TY ONinon
I IR R®il LU0 "2 177 0N0N XPT XRNUVT LTNXR TUA R?R 1MINR 1IN0 270K TION0T NN RN 'RANUR &7
(RN'R MDA NTA T "I R3ID LANTH TUA :"N1IN 11 12 ®NKR 27 MKRTIT N1 "IN 02107 28271 00N
“121 .71"INN 107121 AN9W :PNX* "27 MNKT ,PnXT "277)

0TXRA NTNIY R #71...7121M3 92pi 20 11°R1 "INA7 MY 717101 ...97DAWINN D1 :M0 ‘9 270" NIXR9N 271?
(273NN "MK) ?78?X1 2172 0N 0 20 MMIT 190°

0°'R17 1IXRT ...2771 NATIN 1T 1907071 2°XR141 .07 71270 7120 0N "197 07220 1m° 071910 12T

1710 "12TW ™7 ,1WUN 0AN20 MNINKA NIN120 27 107PN1 X271 ,112N01 7120 000 02N20 0 110X70 Mm2?2no
M17272 7,219 12 01 1NXRI ®?1 .19 2020 07110 NA'N3 X111 ,071 1WA 0203 "7 20 1 0NpAN 01°RW 0T 1Y
(R L,N1=21,T1I ®NP ®11) 77 20 VN7 TN MKRIW INITINRN

* The letter 4 literally means to learn or to teach. 11211 7178 1 points out that the 2 is the only letter
which is written above the lines of the n11n 190 (called v1vW: In a Sefer Torah, the lines are written at
the top of the letters, not at the bottom as we normally write). Not only that, but there is no rule
pertaining to how far above the line a 7 can be written. All the other mi"nmix have a fixed line from
above down. However, the 7, our understanding of the n11n, starts with us, goes beyond the line, and
extends as far as each individual takes it.

“I"?2N "M?1 027111 T™"Y1911 1712717 ,INKRN OXR KR 2" NNN0 VYR - 1TOXRTN IR - 12130 1R2 271n°
PP 1"® 112711 07190 Mo 117 ]'I'?FI|76

(9102) RWN "2 ,"10NW V1R?Y’

1P 17 10D TUNT 1WXRT 7D 17720 RUN'P 012192 1 N0 17100 IR N2 AUnod MK 1001 12 AT10° 27 M
1117 77T DR () MRIW 17 TINTR 1PN 23R 190 11NN 2010 TN 22 41 179 3 DT R Awnl LT
MR 1720 730 17 7201 W1 K12 PINA ‘7 ITR 1370 MR 1720 K171 2107 R0 02102 17700 0P T 1707017
17197 M2

171 72 N1 0177 MW M27KR0
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Tzadok HaKohen adds that when nown will come we will clearly see how that all of a7yavin
is included in 57avin, and will no longer need to learn the Oral Torah to understand the
Written Torah'.

TN NIR N2 NWNWI KR 1011 72 AT 7.1 TN TP 000 701 1270 2771 RNR RUN "I w19 11p77a
TR 7P "2 DT R? 10071 IR P1097 71371 .13 TI00 P 17 00D 0001 10KR1 20 1772077 RUNTP 0102192 17 n)
D 1277 TTIPN TA...TIW... TN 1792 727 M 12°TW A7 T 207 NX7 2730 0 mMunoni ,InNKR 11172 1719
IR "1792 11270 7D 13T AND V1T 12770 1Y

N 1279R...TIN?T1 10071 ®1PN 1700 20 AWN7 IR 070 N2 "1702 172pn 1700 nuo1...’9 07Ta i
112 B12W7 VMR 1*TNVW "197 1720 "190 ®? 2”& AN TI7 NNIR 2INIR 70N 27X ‘13 2717 2R10 P11 TN2N0
9702 T2 1111 IR ATARM TM?NA1 10071 AN22 111 IR RIp0Ni K2R ‘13 TN 1M 21071

...M77 M2 2"NIR 11"R1W M1

11771 N2RN T712TA "9 20 "2 71°R VYN RA1 AN22W 170 17 127K 071271 TR 77 AN 21090 20 00077 12007
0D N™12 7172pn 172 &2 1M 17& (0 97) 17082 ‘ON2 ‘NI NI113 272 11,2870 TIRT 0712 AR "N12 97020
J7R1...M221 7R7W° 1710 MR 70 1T TDY 71771 ,07071°20 2°7aNn0 1 17177...97D20 07127 27202 R7R 2R10°
22 1"R MM 17AN01 87 /N?R (171 97T) 17217°D ‘TN RAO'R 171 172010 0TI 22R...O1IINKR0 MN122 770 01
221 M2 213" 71 0WKRI1 MN17 11T NDWA 2781 13 01711 M2 20 M0 Ko 0712 N2 11071 AR
3 IW792 21N *I7...01712 R N3 1787 071270 "9 20 "3 1780 071270 NIR 727 AN37T 109 707 INKRA1,2n232
1 919 072PWT "N2W17"2 17"Y1... N2 730 70 TTWRIAT N2 11210 1T AR TRTIA1... 207 WU IR RO
T 0,00 20 TR RITRT 112071 1127 23 172 IR DWIAT 7 IR 12 RIMN...0TMD N AT am
.02 21M2 “*1 2307

10T W19 ,AWN "T* 2D 17231 1119 1020 ‘30 AR M2 000 730017 2710 819272 IKRT & 0797 221 17121
0N? N7 210 1WIR X1 0713071 072 1TANW* 10VNT 11° 07172700 119 0712 21N AW 9702 ANY X710 1710 20
AMD2W 77NN D 100 20 17 20 172 17001...RTIN AN220 11 P17 000 71 1TNo 87 TRT K¥N17,2n232 730
WIN2 1"R17T 1IRW MIT ANIAWA? 1TNWAT PUIANA R0 97DNN TINT TIWIL..19IR 0102 T0IR R 97D R72
gR T7P? 17?NON 'R ONTWDNA 1AM OXR NN AN2J2W 17IN02 010N 0927 047 9702w 07191307
MR

M LR NPRN TTATA P2 DR 01T (70 2PpD)...WT9Nn BUNd AXR1 0°R1092 112Mmnd 01
2W 1MAT22 0AT 171,102 0INY 12T TR 0127 22D 0201 113 MM?0 0 1R 7R ‘7 IN™ 2pD 10191...12
0aR MM? "W 77 209 RON "I 007921 172 M0 0IM? "2 (R-"T? RON "2)...07127T1 22323 KR NIM20
MR 17 212" 1MW 17 TR 7120 TR TR TIMI?0 20 170 10K 071270 IR TN 20 "Nand1 01K
AT N7"2WN NYA T2 ‘1 ®?1 272 01270 &7 97DAWMNN 10T 172°00 YA 0 110KR10 TIN120 20 1710 077270
O WR1A 7R IINRA P ATIAT0 MWD 12130 1707 01Pn 0102 127 ®7...0T1PN 002 119

17 MM?02 1N 70 1700 22T 0TIPNT N1 72174 1701 281707 12 717071 719 702 271X TN7 1170 770 71
N31 NN 12 1IN0 22 NI'NA2 TR 1771 ANIR 0701 ANN? 0M7pnia 00 2R10°T 07170 10 17001 2870
2W 97 N2 TN ?2R7W7T XN 97020 7NN TN? 01T 271X 228 N0ITR "UNON X171 1700 12 TIIN0 71K
90N P1...2°W07 MU7 0TR? 17170 71 22 100 20 10R12 07213 1°7...727 117 20 0202 277KN31 9702W1n
JWRIAT 1212731 2T MINI?02 07213 17 A2 10T 12174 7700 70 177D 17

NR 21M37 %7 MY IR 1°31 R "2 1WRT 2D 17°2071 TINZ1P2 RUN'P 1N0IT 07171272 2710 1270000 107
20 R?71 10N 7W 1WRIA IROIN? 12031 W NI N0 K21 IWRIAN DINRA 1R°090 RIPNN ANIW INKRT 730
1913 72T "3 TN "17p2 K17 127 13 M 1910 TUT 02107 100 pNan 17T 70 MmM200 103 7701 nnean
TR 17 97DAWIMA 11T MR 12°TW DT MR 17272 19 IR 179 1 2NN IR 272 1071...97020 MNP0
22710 WA 712721 1719

(119 97 PN MAWTN) 11310 1T !

77NN 22 "R AN220 77N2AW TR 7237 7172aN° ' AN220 1112 97020 77070 223 222317 ... 1°00 20 1717(Q)

1 10T 0712 "2 1D NIR W' T 1702 ®? 37D1,00 117173 373 97010

D PTTRO NPTR

T A1RW RPN 2D 717717 17N 1712 22 (MPWNi MNT)... "RP RIPR RIM "TN'RND TN9T MU UxR12 ™1 1701

TMINN N2 TIN™23 ®R?21'®P RIPKR P71 INI0N 727 "M7IR? /NA2 '9NTD

i.e. the first xnJon in 07w is M2J12. The first Ni1wn in N1272 begins with the issue of when we say the

unw at night. 2" immediately find a 109, not only to back up the n2%71, but even to justify why the
niwn began with the unw of the night and not of the day.
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iii) Which came first — The Oral or the Written?

Rabbi S. R. Hirsch' writes that the no Yyaw nmn preceded the Written Law; that in
fact the 57avin was the "written notes" serving to remind us of the 97yavin lecture which had
already taken place. However, the Maharal® explains that being that the 97yavnn explains the
57avn, the 97yavin would not have preceded the 57awin. Most meforshim follow this
interpretation”.

iv) Prohibition of writing the N9 Yyav n19n and subsequent exception

The Gemara4 states that it is forbidden to recite any part of an5aw N orally as well as to
put any part of 97yaw NN into writing. In the case of the >7awn, the source of the
spirituality of the N7 1 »27 is X0 T2 wyTpn Himself. That nwytp can only be contained by
His lettersS and not by our mind. Therefore, our Sages prohibited the oral recitation of
>7avin. However, in the case of 97yawvin, the source of the immediate NP is us, and this
N1 cannot be contained by the written word6. As a result, we are forbidden to write down
the oral nn.

Nevertheless, since a situation arose which threatened to cause forgetting of the 97yaw nn,
it was considered an TnMN 9N 1D MwYD Ny7, and it was then permitted to put the Oral

See full text in Chapter D | - 2:x3 nnw'!

MO MINAT AN (V9 q7) 9102 1"1°T1 ANITR 71191 NAW 7177 713 P109 170 P19 1701 NwI9 71718 1142 277100
19 2020 011N "3 719 2020 010 0200 ON7 1°RT7 (1702 210 1MW TU) 1700 10 111803 mawn &2 7170 "na
P71 272WIN2 2231 7' 230 MNORT MM?20 2N T 01172 1771 02010 Dnon 131 7anJas 1N 011°9 X1i
.97DAWIN? 718 171 1170 1IN122

12 MWY? "IRIW 1”727 71"Uil 10911 1N KNINTR U0 11 220 :(7102) D71 RN 17T T M0N0 UXRT R”20M] ]313
XRINM 737971 72 17727 JUK 12T "9 20 I"UD1 W"NI3 X7 OX ... "DAP? ... TMIN?7 11001 121N 1WIAp R?2W XK
1711 2231 0271 12T 0WTNN T1'RW M123 77101 1N 01272 RN2N0RXR 1R 137 1R 11'R7 01PN 222 171071 0™NINi
M?7RWN YNWN 121 OTTIP IR 372WIMN0 DNWN 3D 0172 11071 R0 1771 ™0 X170 A7N2 a1 9701w

.272WIN2 21N 1711 230 DTIPW "120 1" 071" W77 mMa1um

4
:01"0M
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172P1 N2 ®? 1IN 717& M1271 N1 ANKR "R1 AN ANKR 17X...2RUNWU™ "27 "2T .2N221 ]INIR? "RWU7T INXR "R 19

2R7W7 TIR1 N2 NXR M3 17&i1 0712Til "9 2D '3 INKRIW 19 2020 07127 272021 X7 ?2R70" 0D N2

:(156 T 11277 "0°07) 111211 P17 "IS

N12109 2”XRWN 222 2019711 20 N1 12 1"RW M210971 233 XR1i1 7712 N3 "3 11711 T7P1?7XR 2N3N 2N3ni 110 10N
L TM220 TTMKRN IR0 0118 11107 1°R 37DT IN127T N300 MP?7 IN0iTR UTIR0 "an3 231 ... Ui
07127 3”D1./T 7272 W W N1'MN 12 U Anw? Am3w31 273w ‘T T'N 2232 231 "I ... 213°23 712N 1M17W2 19101
T M0 271772 12N IR X211 271172 TIMRIW 70N 72T Tl AN220 12T 73 '3 971 0INIR? "RWU7T R”KR 1M2310
N1'M 101X 171272 1°R 1792 TINXR'W INXR 07X 72X 031N2W 77207 11771 T 12T DMW 170 1010 Dmwia 23 12 72T
071912 0°W127 T 0212 1NIX "3 N30 710 T R100 1170 111K 27007 213 AN30 71NN 211 °T 127 20 273
W97 W'A?NN TTRMA 912 N2 T 1277

S e 1t

113 7 P10 Mawnn
2910 NN 21M22 *R7RW AN22 780N ,270 "PNUN 02401 192 *3 ... 1212 *1917 117 °9n TM? N7 1°RT

156-7 177 007
("J) ... TID MM 12 "R 2M22 27RWON 1T 12 W 191 TIN7 12T D1 2R70° "IN 127 X170 97020 07127 ™
PPTION 12221 ... TNPWN *NTIRT 1"O1TN WTN? 022 7177070 0INNNY7 ANn0 700 1000 10 X170 9702010
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XN 0PN 1882 1770 17990 1143 9137 22 IR 1T7p0 ®? A0 10 7127 17900 01p1 2227 1 PO 370 01910
072 N2 1°R 9171 23 IR TIPU7 22K 2102 1910 MIXN 0PN 0202 1910 DIPRY7 110KWI 1271 N 20 7112 178
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Torah into writingl. Rav Tzadok HaKohen adds2 that once it was permitted to write down
the Oral Law, it is an actual msn to write it down and is part of the command of "write for
yourselves"3.

According to the 07217 in his nPIWNN WP, NowIN DTN »27 was the one who authorized the
writing of the Mwn, and actually wrote it himself. »”v~ contends that while »a9 arranged the
nmwnand taught them orally, he never wrote them down (See Appendix). Still, the Talmud
was written in such a way that, even after being written down, there continued to be an oral
dimension to it and it would require a Rebbe to teach it4.

v) Proof

Without the 97yavin and the Sages who are its interpreters there would not be a single
Mitzvah we would understand fully’. There are numerous examples® throughout the 372w
that demonstrate this concept:

e In Parshas Re'ch, the nn tells us to shecht animals "as G-d commanded you".’

However, nowhere in the 11 does it explicitly state how to slaughter an animal®

121 1NN 17907 RPN R*2A7 137311 37D

(157 N?272 70°07) 1121 1T 'I]

3”2 W12770 TIIN 1°27 1°2N1 17020 W1270 *93 72T DT1I AN3i ™D N"NT 071271 NINU* {20 T3 21237 1771
n1g9i R1NW 97DXR1 ‘T2 N™1912 170D MWD? NIV 10T 122301 10N 89N W1270 1R WA?NNN 0D M ™D
X110 0?2101 TANIN 121 T IINNN? "INA7 0700 Wi 700 120 2021 27731 112 172pi (T8 P7N) 0Uyud ...1711Ni1
0?2100 TANia 1MY2 0W 73TA 1IN0 X?2'MN1 2027 07°2 1°0 97020 02T 2IN37 X7XW0O AT 127 04 37D 1112
1711 190 2109 (72 OX) ... 272WN NNAIT ... WA?NNN N1'NN 1"RO X1 0721310 01372 1170 1°UNa°2 132 0070
1"1"W 2N231 1"102 222 77T NN Mw2?2Nn 12 0 07N 22K ... TMATI01 0°'RIN 'R ... 9”DAWIN N2 27XWN ...
MmT "R (M”M) ... 12302 0MXVAN 071271 TWRD 0°UNW OTRN 22W? 0N 012720 N1°70 0XD 02 10
171 10 O°RX1"1 0™12TT ... 1M O1°0 012 ©* 027 270 10 0°RX1" 07127 "3 071902 17'R17 001 91 10N
(TD W”D) RN I2ATA WTNNN TIN 20 019 11" TN 117°R MWA?NNN N12'N22 3”7KXWUN 177 0°013]

(113 97 P10 T120N0N) 11311 2178 72
122 20 13'N21M "T" T'RX1" 0110 WR12 R1N°R 131) 037 121D N8N 22227 118N 01270 10 2137 10w 1K
(.0"190 0™ *D- 1111201 N”0 1137 7910 1"2WN7 1R 1711 190 2137 21°Ni1 11771 — 0237

v:R? 02T
* Therefore the Gemara is full of statements such as:
“INR TIPNIA T1"WD1T 777 TR0 TIY TIN?A0 1277\ “RI0MM 11007\ “wn? 170 1'R”
The Pachad Yitzchak (Chanuka, Maamar Alef) explains that the Oral Law was a part of the Bris which
HaSh-m made with us before the giving of the Torah. Therefore, it could not be possibly wiped out
altogether.

(197) D27 IRA 121N wa’
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TN 131120 711 7902 71180 72T 17207 7970 2R 7900 072210 177 IR LAANNK 20 1130 010
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77D 117070 011702 TN 10 M2 0NM N0 120 1270 190070 10 20 007 181 17182 1"1Ng 01T 00
M D1 KRNV MINvA NITAVM 17770 (7729 12T 07p°0 1171°9) M0 (M1721P00) M2201 00 RPN 100
(AM22 W9 TV 237 TIPD 1777) 1710 911 171 171 1IN0°0 10 70 1717 U°
“ITT 913 11 11”7 07191
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2112 M2 M2R201 RO
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Therefore we deduce that the NN must be referring to the Oral Law'; we were given
the details of nV>nW orally at »»© 9.

e With regard to the nnsn of Tzitzis, Mezuza and Tefillin, there are many details not
specified in the n7n; had 'n not given the details to 137 Nwn we would not know
how to keep these mMsn in their entirety’. In addition, there are many ma9n that
apply to y>9v myn that cannot be deduced from any scriptural source even
indirectly.

(a) The n»w1a must be written with black ink;

(b) They must be written on parchment that comes from the outer side of the animal's
inner skin;

(c) The boxes and the stitching should be squared;

(d) There must be a v on both sides of the wx1 Sv;

(e) The ny»wna should be wrapped with animal skin;

(f) They should also be wrapped with animal hair;

(g) The o>na should be sewn shut with thread made from an animal’s sinew;

(h) There should be an opening on the side of the ©>na for the strap to pass through;

(1) The mwixn should be painted black;

(j) The ny¥1 of the 7 Yw should be knotted so as to form a 7.

The following laws are part of the Oral Tradition:

(a) There should be 4 n»>wA9 on each one of the PYan’.

(b) The wxn v should be placed on the hairline®.

(¢) The 1 Y should be placed on the left arm’.

(d) The animal to be used must be a nMNL NPN2°.

e The nMn tells us not to do any nax9m on maw’. Yet, it does not define what is
considered nanon®. In fact, only through the 97yavin do we even know how many
mMONON there are to begin with’. The actual man9n are only known through a wpn, a

(DWW o™2T) 1”UJ‘I1
17021 1WN? 1IMRIW 79 NW 113211 1M BINW? IR 117212 "% 0°0 11?2

- NTPn ,a7no?

T72N" ®? 177790 MI¥N 1271 AT0R1 0M0IN0 10701, 00 731101 R0 17010 102 IRANN K7 17X 1% 101
N9 100 0K ,AMUTAp D1pn1 NN 31, IR A1 0¥ R 010721 002 N1 w190 177101 ,119910 101
(011791 DT ®? ,NWNY? N72pn D090 *217 127902 TR ,MNI 20 11131 TR 28000 OX

3 Supported by the w7 that 0N *P™19x82 N9 TNW *9M122 VO.[T {™177I0]

4 .
A M N1 N2 1o1TR

5 A w7 on the extra i of N27", meaning the weaker arm — 12 mnin

% Learned from the verse: 192 TN 10 - 1°92 ‘N NN 777N D02 (3° M) (M N2W)
The laws above are taken from 01w ®12n/Gateway to the Talmud - Meir Zvi Bergman.

T X7 I’
71"ID 27PN R W9 A1 02820 012 QWD 23 I Mt 1N 7177700 037 &1 TP "3 NA0 IR T

TP 2ot
WIN 17IR DT RYT,2P 17T 1279R DT 12 1NANNY 2137 OTR 1°R1 107 17D 01 LAT MK 100 AM0030 N
PN RS DT PR1 LI AYYNN AN ATANNY1 ey Nasn Y0 171pn Ao 92 DmR i1Rn

.19 2020 171N 2W N1?22pin "9 2D OKX "3 ,NIRUN ONAAW [?D71 12720] T11TT 2D 127007 N2 10107 W1 1 moKR7n1

:on ]'I][l]9
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NI Mo of the 1own to naw'. This method of 1200 is in turn an oral tradition®.

e N commanded us to make a 121D, but the 57awin does not elaborate on what size a
1270 must be in order to be considered w5, nor does it explain the ms5n of how
many walls, what to use for 750, etc. It is only through the mwn and x> that we
learn out what makes a n2o valid or invalid”.

7" 7213 NINKR 107 07D2TIR N12R?N N1AR

20N 1wy
11771 12 1170 AMT 1770 2172 222 192 771973 IR 1213 113720117 17 i1 *TT? 17"07TT 0 MIXR?1 12707
D1 737 72T D1W TA13 11 MIR?N 8727 117 0'PT 1IR? "R 1117 1179211 110 R? 017120 0D 2120 01w 7PN
M 110

:]'IJ[JJ1
(12Wnaw M21Wwn M2KR?M 1371 0'W19107 1W7791) 12WNA MTIAV TA12 XN1 12 RN 27107 IR

12WNN N2XR?N NW19?7 N3N01 N2W NWI91 12WUN? 1"3™1X 1°11 2171 222 191 TW N1 1IN0 MR 701
nIn™n TIno??
177D1 12WNNN TN1?7 X1 TAT ‘01N 101791 11IN2W 12KR?1 712107 1270 0™ 3910 TN1?20 10T 71U 0w 0 17D
1°'NJT NAW 23 *“W1791 "1701 1UN? 1INKRIW MIXR?N 87?7 1728 02Tl 17X 02T 07127 INIR "27 21X U™ 00
131 9”7 178 WW1 1"N?7N RN 178 020N Xil TN 2N X710 170 DNWN 07127 121 MY 10K 07127 07X 20p12a
0?7021 2R O1PNA 721 NIR 21N "R1 NAWN 2D TNKXR 0?7Di12 27NN 0TXR TIRYN N3 NUT? 37D ™2 N7 K17IN1
N2 "INT 121 .19 2D2W 01NN oKX "3 L1711 12T 7727 213" ANKXR 1°R 71110 910 "IN ,TI0T (X210 1117 "1 TR
MW 1AT'R1 2?70 1T'R 1127 021 .19 2020 770N OXR "3 7720 R? 7N 1227 1781 110X 12210 17°R VT2 .01

.fN3MN N710N2 OX "3 ,712N" R?
In fact in 3 places the Torah does mention specific Melachos. The Torah mentions carrying, lighting a
fire and the wwpn about which there is a dispute:

Carrying:
XY R 1NN W' 120 TN ON7 "0 W0 1172 037 1173 R17112 2D 020N 02372 1M ‘T "2 I1R7 U2 10 MnNw

mpnn u'R
maoin explains in several places that the need for the Torah to specifically prohibit carrying is
because it is not a n11wn N3xR7n. | am not really creating anything new by carrying; | am merely
changing an object’s place. Therefore, | may have mistakenly thought that this was not one of the
forbidden n1axon.

Even here, there was a need for the 9”vawin:

MIWT IR 171787 1R 17172 ®170 TR 207 0172 IMNIPNN U'R R’ 28,2121 "2 1070 7%717 771 :017 2 7110
Lighting a Fire:

NAaWN 0172 T3 NAWUN 232 WX 17021 X®? :(?1P"1) 1 N7 1o

In the Gemorrah (.0 naw) there are two opinions as to why the Torah mentions lighting a fire explicitly.
One opinion says that it comes to tell us that lighting a fire does not bear the usual punishment; rather
it is only an 18?2 Mo™R (XX 1R?7?7) whereas another opinion states that nxx* p2n?, that the prohibition
comes to tell us that if one transgresses more than one nJx?n on naw, then one is 1'n each time
separately. (For example, if one transgressed 111021, though one knew that it was Shabbos, then one
would have to bring a 127 on each nax?n.)

The wwpn:
Nnawn 01" 0% WWPN WX 1RIN™ 72TNA 2X70° "12 7'M (M2W) 217 19 12TNa

The sages (1% naw) have a dispute as to which nax?n the wwpn was performing. One opinion says
that he was doing mun (by gathering the sticks together); one opinion says that he was carrying
(nxx11) and one opinion says that he was %17 by plucking the branches from the tree.
From a Halachic standpoint, the story of the wwipn comes to teach us what kind of nn™ a naw 22nn
gets.
The n1"w1an m2'no of the 12wn to naw teaches us that building the 13wWn does not override the naw.
The m1dx?n v”7 are learned from the 12wn.

DT R? mMnw
(After the parsha dealing with the 13wn)

. 1INun Tnaw NX X ...
20
17181 NNTN 2R NAW 712KR?10 M1 171 179177 170N0 97DKX

2 One of 02 NWITI NTINAW MITN 377

MR ,JI”TZIU3
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e With regard to the mx»n of N N3, there are no laws in the N7 n that relate how to
go about it; do we do both N (circumcision) and Ny»9 (pulling back the foreskin),
or do we do nYn without Ny as the oonynY do? We are also not told what
renders a NYn M2 invalid, subsequently preventing that person from eating nmn,
Dw1p, or working in the prmona’.

e When enumerating the P7ON in the Written Torah ( 9218w 91,77 5109 ,a5m o7
7mIN), we are not told what amount must be eaten in order to be considered guilty.
Similarly, with regard to someone who eats or drinks on 7195 oy, the N7 n does not
mention the words "do not eat" — it only says "nnyn x5, and does not specify the
amounts. The n7n also does not mention ©ww when discussing nn NNV,
corpses, and 0¥,

e Other examples include the Death Penalty (the Torah does not specify details), »»y
7195 0V (not elaborated on or explained), Marriage (there are only four words in the
n1n that speak of marriage’), Kosher Birds (the nmn  does not specify all kosher
birds4), Vowels and Punctuation in the nmn° are only learned from 97yavin,
Forbidden 25n versus Permitted y»w (why adn, one type of fat in an animal, is
forbidden to eat, while y2w, which is another type of fat near the aon, is permittedé),
The Months (when 'n said to the Jewish Nation "this month is yours"’, there was
absolutely no doubt in their mind as to which month G-d was referring to, although it
is not specified in the nmn°), and Nisuch HaMayim' (there is no mention of this in
the NN whatsoever).

TIN?N1 NWN 071NN OX "3 ,i1"313'0 "NT1 1111917 N21,7N3 AML W D72 1"®1,1210 NWD? 172P0N 11X 101
.1210791 W30 VTIT°

" 1

A1MTRIN A"1N0
011 209" ,12™Mi 20971 N1, 07010 07?2XUNUTIW 7713 10719 "22 217 1R ,U17971 217 OKX ,i17'M21 121
.0TPNA T2 T12AD21 0°WTR1,AN1IN 212X871
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01°21 ,"11791 "1179 12T 228N X7 QN3] NTN20 17110 2220 97 ,1N""Nw1 1N?IKR 110°0 N3 0°119°21 0172
1"TOR 23 IXRWN 011921 012 N1IW? 2IN30 AKX1 AN L0110 ®? UK OXR "3 ,7IX7 KR? 12 21N 1°R 011921

ANRMY MW 0°%7W1 117211 T'0A11 NN NIRNTY9 121 .01N2w
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0°RNUAN N173727X1 ’RNPi TIRAT 07123700

. TP 310

2020 17N OXR "2 011IN9 DTN ®271,R1PNA0 M™M2N01 MTIRI 1001 ,171IN20 117IN°01 111000 17T 22 121
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.71°00 nwn?

;72 11TD6
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There are numerous textual proofs of 97yawin found throughout the nn’. Some
examples, though, are not in themselves written proofs of the existence of 9”yawn, but are
there, nevertheless, to teach the importance of the a7yavin. In 7195 oy nmay, for instance, the
N7 states that when the DwNiy) dyw was dispatched that y790x came into the Ty Ymx and
changed his ©>731. However, this removal is not in its place’. It actually belongs much later
in the NTay, after the removal of the NnNMY 95 from the p”p. We know this because of a
»on NWNY Na5N which states that the 917 yn5 must sanctify his hands and feet ten times and
immerse himself five times during the nmay. But, if we simply follow the o109 as they are
stated, there would then be only six sanctifications and three immersions.

According to Rabbi Joseph B. Soleveichik, these inconsistencies were introduced deliberately
in order to teach us the 57avn without 97yavin is, in fact, not NN at all.®

The Ramchal classifies 97yavin into three categories’. Some of 97yawin comes to
explain the an5 and add more details. Another type of 97yavin clarifies ambiguous D109
and explains to us what they really mean, while a third group points out that the intention of
the 7109 is not as clear as it may seem.

11271 TMIW "0TN? TINKXRIMN ANnn Mo 07N 2D 1R ,11220 IR AN1n "07TN 20 ?701072R ™M™ 0°TWIN
7712011 MN2N2 1IMIR T'WNNWN 12 7212001 "9 21

. TD'IU1
1701 1WN? 12371 0™'Mil 710711 127D N1U™91 10D 1N71M N1 NUP2 U™ RN "27 01U 1IN1" 178

ol ]'I'D'IZ[2
XIPN AT 0710 117270 010D 17X NIN? (T2 M) 001107 "Nand 10X 1131001 77100 1280 IN? 1R 77 NINKR1
1701 1WN? 11N1 02120 TN?1N TIN2N 17 TN1117 072131 0°R21 178 "N 10X 1301 17 1131001

mM:13 RIPM
TTNNT 0'Y9WNM TP 128

A n2un
11°2M 230 DW1 WI9N T'R17R71 NN 1902 1RAP™M (TN 1M1 23T "8N 27 MK 2R1IN 7178 1728 12 XP'R "R
17® 117 "MK 0'NUY P 1778 RPN 11°2"1,1°P1091 178 230 01071 ,0170 17 U191 ,R7IPN 11981721 .R71P1N2
nnonn
XU &N
4 Kinus Teshuvah lecture, 1979, as reported by Arnold Lustiger in Jewish Action, Fall 1993. Rabbi
Soleveichik also points out that when the 2171 1110 read to the 2np while the 1"bw was being sent to

211U, instead of the normal 1ma711nn, the 1123 himself would provide the T1a1*n/ng 2vaw n1n.

:(1NW?1 R?2W) "9 TP VI MXRN ,'?"I'IT]'I5

9”01 TW17791 21231 07773-R

1131 1092 VW9 A1T'R 172N 9”D2N-2

(BWIN NI?11 1"2 NT'N0 1"RW XRINT 11"Vl NPNUNA 17) 1WNWNI 11°R P10971 NI1120 1210 97D1i-1
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CHAPTER B: PURPOSE

i-Method by which we totally connect with the Hh9mn

ii-Prevents other nations from stealing the 19

iii-A written text cannot avoid ambiguities

iv-The n9 Yy¥aw 7199 required a centralized authority to preserve it, thus assuring

the unity of YN9v» Y5
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CHAPTER B: PURPOSE

i) Method by which we totally connect with the Torah
There are a number of reasons why it was necessary to give 97yavIn as a separate
entity in addition to the 5>7awn:
The Maharal states that only through 97yavin does the n7n becomes a part of each
and every Jew'. The Torah ShBichtav will always remain somewhat separate from each Jew,
for it exists written on a Torah Scroll.

ii) Prevents other nations from stealing the Torah

The Rabbeinu Bechaya adds that 97yavin guarantees the uniqueness of the Jewish
people. Because 97yavin is ultimately found in the minds and hearts of YN 555 and
nowhere else?, when the Greeks, Christians and Moslems will come and try to claim our NN
by saying x> »x, they will only be able to take the 572w and not a7yawin.?
The Ramchal in his Sefer Halkarim points out that we need 9”yavin, as a written text cannot
avoid ambiguities4: the written word can have many interpretations5 and it would be

M”09 2R7W™ NIRIN '?”"ITIT]l
NIV R P71 ANID "192 ... 1213 97pi1 2D 11°R1 1INJ2 1NY RN 01001 OTRi1 192 R0 9702w D1 ...
N2 IR "M72 17X 01271 97D MKRIW 19 220 07127 27202 XR?R ?X70" 0V N1'712 172pil 1723 8?2 1371) 0TRA

XR'NW AN32W 77101 X2 ,07120 22PN N7120 177013 TN 02T "0 12NM0 7120071 17720 R0 071271 (0 1°87) —
0T 7MY 11°R

A-iiif102 0'R?1N 0'DUR 1IR1AN) 1R N2 1INKRA) 1770 01ITA (007100 DINRA) 1701 1" mMolT 17
(Mxna

JINTIPN NORA 277 17D 2

73 T2 TINW 1A 13717
TN 72X "N 217 77 2IMIR (OR) 007 172pin 278 ,AN32 1N R 11707 71707 nUn 0p1 ... U171 ..
0™7IMON 1273 1712 170 ' 1237 NWn? N1w1 10 X217 ...030Nn() ... "2 AR11 ... (2" T DWI0) (?R7W7) 1201
LORIWT OD 0MW 12 1% R21 171N10 1729 K20 TINIRA IRW 11", (372U 2W)

The full text of the Midrash reads as follows:

(7102) RWN "I ,"1UNW VIP??

73 IR O1™7R 127" MRIW TIN?NN1 ATIRNT 71IWNAT RPN 170 20 0007 IR 17100 IR 1177 71720 K10 1N
D727 AWN 177 MR 270" 112 IR 1TN?1 77 172pi 177 MR 1277 "1 TN20N 2070 NN 17°9X8_12&i1 0127
012 V1?2W? 02100 NINIR O TNYW 1197 "12J0 X728 NI 032 ANIR (077 IR Upan 7°2 MK 7727 INK 11n3
IR .19 20 TIM2N01 1WNH1 0TIRN1 ANIJ2 02 N0 RPN R2R 02100 TIMIRI "2 1071 TN A0 219721
77 2N2  .02100 TINIR 1731 270" 172 0727730 100 TIM2001 Wna "9 20 "3 .XIpN 17 77 N3 7Wn 72X ‘i
nN1T 12T N2 20N .77 2N2 INKR 0700 728 0°P27X DAXXRA 0213 MKRIW 011X 1203 IR NUK10 0112
7710 177 IR 7717 ANIR 1% 117200 X2 NTI91 N12P70 R2X 0D X7 1700 01PN 17 2N21 UK R0 7717
7110 IR TN? 1172 IR 7M1372 77 21023 MR TR0 U1 77 R7R T30 87 IR

* However, Beis Halevi (m7wn v3nxa 1 WNT) and Seforno state that had there been no 2iun xun,

then all of 97vawn would have been contained in 37awn:
TI" X712 TN AN 73103 O7100 22 700 2202 1RU1 217 '3 "Nand KR 17T (3 T3 o) 131190
JM120 M2

Even after this, the Seforno writes (on1110%? 177 ©W), we have the principle:
M™IDN) RN™IRA NWN 17T R?2T "2N01 'R TN RIR ™M

According to this, 9”pawn is our mechanism of understanding the Torah in our lowered post-Chet
HaEgel state. Indeed, n"unn mn-"a, we will again understand all of the Torah through the written text.

13- 2 0MIPDN 190°

NP 12 N™23N "N2217 121 U11797 U179 179X ... N92NNN N1120 N2 12170 TW9R ... AN3I0 12T 2D ..

..ATND2W NN W19 RINW N1MIOND 1an?
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impossible to include all and write everything downl. Additionally, there are many verses in
57avin that seem to contradict each other; without 97yavin we would not be able to
reconcile the differences2.

iii) A written text cannot avoid ambiguities
Had all of 97yawin been written out, the text could never have contained all the tools
of interpretation’, nor could it have contained all the possible applications to a new situation®.

PP 1"® 112711 0190 MWUN 0710 "2 7000 1M1 N2 97D 27 77127 127N KN°R 131... 1111 R? 1n?
07127 72 21M37 TWIR "XRW "7 17 7IMKR 17110 12T 11110 0w (3”DAWIN W11'9) 071910 127 2nda

PP "R 11277 07190 WY T 12 ANAN 1M 1 20 I70p
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TWRWT TR "R ANIAW 01T 121 1712 AKX 112 717871 T7I2TA 970 2"N2T A2 TINIR? 0°RU7 11°R 97020 07127
TP1 MM MI0N 1143 AN37 1IN0 01T X210 20 RI'RT 01WN 0710 1137272 AN TUYNT1 19 201 1IMIRY?
172" ®? T'N2TN 18P W21 0RO AN 7R 97020 T 12T 131 1717 182 719 202 NIRRT 1717711271 2713 821
9712 TI0NIN TR D 10 017D IRW™ 2771 28R 777 82 02 1pN° ®?1 00109 07127 R10W 710 T° N7 ®10 OKX]
0772 190 1TUN71
(TR 1o’
,1122 .01 IR 01T TIM01 071210 0IRIPNI "3 177101 01°03 717IN0 23 AN 19 202 11N 01779 107 '3 72197"
JINR N M 22 1M ANKR OKR1 10 07180 711 M7 [12] TNpo 17801 7130 430 071%02 1207 oK 712 201
172PN 12TWI MW 0°IIN0 12 AN W1 VAV 00?2071 AKX 010 070D 0 10 221 ,07071 0°072W1 1XN TN0
ONIR 713 ANKRWIT 2721 7D 0020 0710 ,0718N7 177170 191 0°DAMA 131 .350 OXR I 072 170" ®? ,071¥N2 1DV
MR 0T 0°D2AW T U190 2D
11232 121 .MKXN W70 071N 071 87971 20 001X 71310 ANKRWI1 97K TI01 070D 2230 20 07N 071270 1702 11
0799 NW?2WT 978 TRN [BW?] 0 TIPIN 20 12100 737 UTRA 2pWA 2P0 18NN N2142147 Upd ,AndW 9000
72211 IRN? DITR TIXRN 11217970 "1TR NRT WTR TR TR NPX? 9037 122 NXRN "1™ ,271271 , 00011 KN U0
NRN? 270" 20 17°RN D200 22 17721 ,0°TIND? TN 10D 00201 10071 TIRNT DA 927870 NRT ,1TR? 122
7122 UMRN 07 072pWi 11200 '991,2p0 0'DAWT [NUNN1] KRN DA0T 978 11RO 13D
0™ VAW ,TNIR TNR 21N 18N 238N 0N NOO ,INIR TNR 2131, 71X 22871 TN VAW , IR TNR 2113 121
NWRIN 01" TIRW TNAWA OXR1,0ITA0 TIRW 1N"2WN NMUKRI 0172 IR ,INIR TAR 21MIT, 037722 RINT R? 1IRW
IR7NT ®?1,1MWKRTN 017 NI¥PNA 11722 TIRW R30I 171,032 ®¥N® R? TIRW TN NUAW TPN° IR I¥N0 AN 20
.TIRW R71 0720 0N VAW
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JPAN N ®R21 DNWN ,INPN 0T 01 0°WA370 1M 037 1717 121
NN22 ‘T2 12127 TWR 1122 IR ,INIR TR 2IMI1, W TRPN 12T 7IRYAT 77922 721" 10X 11320 23 ,INIR TR 2112
I ,IMR TR 21NIT,PINIM 79X 1°R1 DNON L7131 TRIW 1IN0 AR "D IR TR 21N AMKR 'R 07T R?
12T 0NN N "D ON°RT ONKR IR TR 211,770 10 20 ‘T 7171 ,INIR TNXR 21N .17°2N2 D190 DTRI ,VA9N
' 0MINA T2 0N RI0W0 ,19 7020 77N OXR 3 TITING 1720° ®271,0727 17810000

3 Even the letters of the alphabet:
.R? Naw
AN22W 17 IR 97D2WIM I72WIN 0°1W 17 IR 037 LT M7 1N 17 10X X0 "197 R1W TNXR 1212 70WLn 17N
RNP ¥NT* 1777 2910 1197 R2 197712 IR 12 103 372011 "ITN?NU 07D "1777 71"KRN 1R 970207 71'IXRN IR
22D 7100 I 19 2DT NINT ®P T°T 720 1R 27X "I 17 NNKR X2 21MNKR X1 278 11'2 7°9R 1MN?2 771 178 27X
("1°0N NWN? 1321 01910 1Y D 12790 77 0171 17"D)

T RN NT]'ITIJ]'I4

MRIW NWN? 17PN NTN? 072722 072923 R2X 11TN PIRD IR (R* 217R) 2N R?i1 10N T2 7171070 22 1.
(1:X1 1127 MNWA 127) NKX 1272 M7323 100 28 11M) M732
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1w 19
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11 07 TP2R 17R1 172R1 1"MP27T1 18271 1837 019 U
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And, theoretically, in the event that the written text could have contained all of this, it would
simply be too long' as well as become inaccessible to all but the wisest™.

Another added benefit of the 97yawin is that it allows for the hiding of aspects of the
mn from those who are not ready for it® or who would misinterpret their access to it as
granting them equal competence to the sages. Therefore, the 97yavin required a centralized
authority to preserve it, thus assuring the unity of Yx > 995,
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See further: Chapter H — Midrash
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ii-pva Creates the Reality
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CHAPTER C: »nomwany

i) Overview

The n7n anticipated disagreements of some sort as an inevitable part of the human
condition', and therefore provided the solution for it>. Authority was given to Gedolim and
Shoftim to differentiate between right and wrong, with the "N commanding us to follow
their lead. In order to implement this solution it was necessary for the entire N1 to be given
over to man’. This means that no prophecy, bas kol, reading of the Urim veTumim or any
other means of understanding G-d’s Will take precedence over the understanding of the
Torah by the Sages of every generation”.

(R* 1" 02T 17207) NP12000 1277 731 ,0°T2130 071270 222 MuTh 1nw K20 17 v17°
gt
WX DIPNN 2R T7701 MNp1 7002 11271 12T DAI7 DA 17211772 1°T "2 072 07 1"2 89002 12T N0 8297 3 (M)
12T NR 12 17901 NOIT 00 0072 007 J0R 89100 281 07177 0710271 78 NRAT (1) @12 7"p1728 ‘T 1na°
19 2R (R?) 71717 TOR 733 MW7 TNWT T 027 10X X107 TIPNT 0 121747 10X 12T "9 20 1°0D1 () :090100
28N0W 1R 107 12 17747 WK 12T 1N 1100 K2 AWUN 17 1R TR BIwna 207 17177 TR 1100

:(DW) 172N
M 1INWI 02107 170N IR 27TV ®21 1WTRN TIWN 20 WA 117 "D ... 7100 077 10711 {10 07120 NUT 20 "2
muuin

101 RUEN ®11°
N731" 1T 217N NN 1277 TR 0N? MK 110771 1227 ®?21 021020 N1210N 22 U7X 27 20N 0170 1R RIN
13270 OR TON? 1R N 20N 1R 1'RAN "R 17 170X 10X 18N 17 MR 0K 7180 MIpnn 2110 1pD]
112271 OXR 077 IR N 0N ONKRN 71°R7 1°R™AN "R 17 17K 0T 1NKR? 000 MK 1711 103 070 INR "Nnd
0MIN "TM?N OKX 017 IR DUINT '27 T2 03 21972 01T N2 "2M2 100 1031 017NN N2 2013 "Mind
1" TDT ®77 20 17122 191 19PT R?21 DUIN® "27 20 17122 ™90 179] R? 0329 1N ONK 1232702 1T NR 17 0" NXIN
N32N0 R ?¥XR 037 1IN 71I0XR1 219 N2 NNKRXT 1M1 TWN M "MIND 1270 OXR 072 K1 1M 17101 100
11"77 127 IR R DMUA R? RN R 000 X7 (2T 2 072T) MR 17237 20 D0IN° "27 U 01PN 222 1Mo
17219 T°2D "®N 172 10X 117?787 N1 "27 1"NI0UXR 11802 037 *INX (3 13 1InW) 771103 "1°0 10d Nan3J 1100
(MWDNN TWNN WD) "2 "M 12 "INRI IR 77N XP 177 R ROV X102
1 R?2PTT RT1IR 2N 117119 T 172 V"D
It appears that the according to some higher, heavenly standard, 110"7® ‘1 was indeed correct:
0°PTIR TR 0?7 1"MNIR "1 07N 117 TINKRA 28 073010 1TU2R W 073 187 10
(DMAWN WITA 170 NWAT)
Nevertheless, authority was vested in the majority even if they are wrong according to this standard:
MM N7INA 93 2NN 0TRA 2300 ... 77977 7% IMKXR? M'30°0 11 ONN200 INKR 7272 111881 171
"D 7R 1700 A1 2 NNNN VUR U100 01170 1710 MUIT 002 NUIT RN

And even if they recognized that this was the heavenly standard.

(MDY M?7RW 1R W™ 2" NNN0 DOR)

The Maharal (Beer HaGola, Beer Rivii) agrees that the Bas Kol means that the Chochma of R’

Eliezer was so great that, according to the Bas Kol, the halacha was like him even against the Rabim.

However, he holds that since the Torah itself dictated the principle of nun? ©'a1 "n&, this was a
higher standard than the Bas Kol:
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17110 17N "12T 22W NTN? Ril NIRTI 1700 127 22 IR MUD? 0210 TU 1371271 117 N12211 10X 1IN DN
WTN? "RWT X121 1"RW NTN? XRil R OTNWA R? KR TI'MNT? 021D IRIN INIR K11 131 0?10 TD 1MUD? 11X
IR 113N 970117 M?20 ‘10 MR 091071 MR 70D™M 2707 1°2 TNIXRA 10 12 U'R TINY™ 0K 13797 1nun 127
1R 7R7W 1112 1MURIW MXNNT INIRO MKRO 1R 701NN VN0 K20 01779 MIN0 N 11802 01797 IR M0 V171A°?
?D PIN2 NN 10N 20 MKR12 WNIA7 R 00 TR0 K2 AT 74 170 0T 97 MEN K2R MT 11721 02107
7R W'R X771 071D TU 11"12721 117 ORI MINO0 70N7 Mm% N0 7172 K100 1018 ®? 10K ‘0 002 7277 7T
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The NN states, "NoN ©wa K97, which the 07ann explains to mean that none of the
mn was left in heaven; all deciding factors and changes were given over to man'. For, if
some of the NN remained in ©»w, there would still be room to relate to a higher, heavenly
standard. This is not just a legal principle; the poa of the ©dn creates a new spiritual
reality” which changes the universe to put it in harmony with their ruling’. Thus, for
example, the day on which Y7wn declare wtn wxn dictates to own which day He will come
down and judge SN 995, as the NN states, "these are the holidays (lit.times) of 'n that you
will call at their set times"*. 'n changes nature to coincide with the rulings of man’. It is as if
' is allowing 98w 993 to lead Him through their actions and decisions'.

17727 2D 1210111 17 DINW? 11310 111270 28 1R 1T 1111 112 10D 2R 1R 0170 ANN2N 10D 1271 2R 1R 1179 01pN?
ANUN WNTR "IIR "ML 127 TWR RN 12T 7R DNUT R TOXR O'RD 701 IR0 00 T2 00" 2N

N21 110X RNV IR RNVY?21 N80 110087 ,0710 20 1MMKR? 11173 OKR 17798 VNUNT 2AN20 00 10N 90021 17D
7R 20 TIN'2N IR R?21 R TN0A R? 2T TIN?20 IR 0720770 BRI "2N20 0°R21 TN X79 111 p7Inni
1IN00 IR 70107 R1217 10RW DT1T 'R "ROT R0 1R 20 TINT2 1MIRN "D 12T WIN? "RU7T X217 0RO 1113010
TD 0702 NINIPN 12702 27T 1RO {10 N"I17 ,279 D01 ."RO7T 1°R 2177 M3 D207 219 N2 20 1IN027 17791
11272110 1171727 DN R?21 NIRSNN 117727 DA P71 10778 X120

10N 72w 7020 PUTRI NI 17PN (T8 prM) (157 9T 0277 *0°07) PITR 112 121 D1IWnN 01197 AnTpn ,07an1’
0 NNNN? *INA7 17NN Wi

2 But what of the natural consequences of doing the wrong thing? Treif foods, for example, are
171 munun. What happens if the 0™2an err and say that something which is really treif is kosher?
Even if we are doing the '7T 1¥1 by following them, will we still not suffer the 121 D1unv inherent in
eating treif? Is this not like doctors agreeing that a fatal poison is really good for you? The poison will
still kill those who take it.

However, as we stated, the pog of the o0'man creates a new spiritual reality which changes the

universe and puts it in harmony with the po9 of o mon.
01PN 1R W N30 17T 0D TNRA WITTN 1770 M7

(See there, next two paragraphs, for two 0°%17°1 to this.)
R WIT 1770 DwT
T2 790 100 N10XIW0 00 X170 TI2TIN 1272 T M0 0 7N XN

11 mnzr’
Thus, after the pog, even at a higher, heavenly level, the N371 was not like TTD"7R 1.
(1”10 MuwIT 971 2712)

T:22 N‘I|7‘14

J(ONIR P ONR 2'T100) ONXR IRIPN 10X ‘T *TUIN 17K
.12 MWn uX1

(DW 1"V 2:19 127 TNWA 17 1°D37) 1"DYIN 17279 ONKR 07N 17798 ONXR 07110 17798 0NK
2271 R79 M0N UR1 M2017°

JONR RPN TUR - 71?781 183N ;T *TUIN 117X - 12D W07

® So too, when the 1'nan had a np?nn with vw1* “1 about when Mmiwn wWX1 was to take place, 111
287212 was able to decree that vwiin® ‘1 should appear before him, staff in hand, on the day that he, 1
vwin” claimed would be 11923 U1, pWIN" 1 responded, for indeed, even if he was originally correct,
once the Sages paskened, 11923 017, and all its heavenly involvement, would indeed happen on the
day they decreed.
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ii) Poo creates the reality

Each generation has a special relationship with the Torah”? which is a function of the
infinite depth of mn wisdom®. Each place will develop its own unique understanding of the
Torah®. In fact, each individual nnwy has its own unique p9n in nnn°. The Torah is far
bigger than any Neshama could ever encompass’. As a result, there will always be room for
more people to discover Chidushei Torah’.

0J 2”D N7IN2 RINW D210 NANIN 121 TNNN? 1042 0700 700 100 7120 2020 P 731 113 172p0 (T8 p7In)
Nl 1'7"W 02100 A0 1803 00 7370 00T 8?2001 2027 07°2 7% 97020 07727 2127 ®R7RW 11 12T

072NN 0°71272 01N 71°0Nn?
The w'x 11N was once approached by a man who had a growth on his lungs. The doctors were
advising that he go to Europe for treatment. The w'® 177 advised him to stay in 2x10" PIR. He did so
and recovered. The w'k 111N explained that there is a np2nn between the 712anm who holds that such a
problem in a MmNl does not make the animal a 13"y, and the ®’n1, who disagrees, and must
therefore hold that such a lesion is fatal. Since the 12nn lived in ?x10" PR, and the ®”n71 in Europe,
the reality in 2x1w" PIr will follow the 71amn, and growths of this sort will not be fatal there. In Europe,
the reality will follow the ®”n7, and someone in Europe with such a growth may die from it. Therefore,
the man’s best option was to remain in 2x10" PIx.

TINANNN 17100 ,7°0DN *T" 2D "NIRX 12770 NKXR 213723 [:?2X70" 2727 IR 172pi] :0”79 R 10 0 "Nil [l]':']]l
07011 1R? 7'WUN NTT7IVAN 11D "9 P71 X1 NN?10117 213°212
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T2 11T 227 NN? T2 1™ 11,7170 1 TNUN2A 170D NNWIN 220 2771 1K 0700 NXR 22p? TN 12 w* 117 227
17210 ,1M2270 10DNMWd , N0 20 13N {P1T .XR110 1172 ANMKR? 0700 IR 712a00 07100 IR 22p7 111
.70 UITT WTN? WIR 17 200 TIN20 77T

177D7) “.WIMUNKR M 1172P 1Ti... RINT7TIR? 1127 RUTIN IRIN...N"AID 141 00720 11927 (M”79 Naw) 2771 1IN
192” NI"M1 01 ,?7X70" "12 NIR 1W2AdW 1717 11N N1 0722010 017731 "3 (1121 “71TR 01310N” INKRN ‘1 7101
7IM? 1IN1P2T N2aNNU—MN?W021 X1 1720 TN'R1 IN2W02 7710 11N 1742 01°R 177 TU1,”T1"1710 1 02D
...21720 IN0NN 1M {11

71790 ®78 177 720 170 0w

M'TIWIT "YWI? 1279 [TRN XN 712N7T PR TR 11720 227 MKRIV] N722071 PR 1R N3 T30 A71INN0

"R 121 .1""TU "MWAT NY22N7 U0 ®?1 112211 20 21 27N PIR1 PP 22 2D W17 170 82'PU 2771 .01 019841
'R M220 107N 17701 NWITI ANNAW N1 1001721 11"MDYA 2197901 N12200 MUY Pniv? N'22N°? vp
02T 1TIMRW NI 22 1°D7 N™22311 117 171007 97020 171IN0 22 171N NI MK 117 712170 "7 072201 PR
N“"WNJ31 TNUBI PNV 11" RI0W 12077 1711 ,W7°R INA"2T (A0 NaW)

WITN R?22WITN NP2 'R :R”D A nauan?

> Chazal stated that the word 7x7u" stands for
N2 NIMIR K121 000 O*
for each one of the 600,000 Jews who stood at Sinai
And even though Chazal stated n71n? 019 0"Daw, and here we see that there are many more, the
Sefer HaChinuch (nx), explains:
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Some people are greater in Torah than others. They will produce more chidushim. Hence the
Gemorah says of Shlomo Hamelech:
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iii) D99 >vITN

When a Jew hears the special understanding of Torah of his fellow Jew, he ought to see this
as a revelation of profound significance'. The Kabalistic wisdom tells us that G-d, too,
rejoices in this revelation, as it means that more of His ultimate purpose in creating the world
has become revealed to man”.

Not every innovative idea is Torah, however. A chidush, once suggested, is subject to
vigorous criteria. A wy7n must obey the rules of the "N and must be consistent with all the
received wisdom, especially nwynb n29n°. The stakes of getting the truth wrong are high®.

A wyPn represents the interaction of the unique person with the n7n.> The wypn is nothing
more than that person’s integration of the N7 . Although the Torah remains an objective
reality, it also requires a unique connection of each person with the n91n, making the Torah
his Torah®. Therefore, a Chidush is the final bringing of the " into the world. Rav Chaim
of Volozhin stated that, a ww1n is any nn which the person has now come to understand.
For the Mechadesh should not be trying to be novel. Rather, all he is trying to do is to
understand G-d’s Torah’. His chidush is simply what he needs to understand what G-d is
telling him. So, really, the person is giving ‘G-d’ the credit for the chidush. G-d, in turn,
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responds in a like way and gives the person a special connection to the nn'. Therefore, the
vyN is that which allows the person to connect with the 771 so that it is now in him. In a
sense, it is the bridge between the person and the nn.

A wvyrn should never be something which a person makes just for the sake of
showing that he is creative.” The person should feel that he has genuine nvenp which are
authentically answered by his wymn and that the vy1n is the best, most authentic answer to
the problems raised.” Ideally, the person should feel that he is forced to say what he is in
order to make sense of the issue, or N>»0, that he is dealing with*, The wyPn should be the
minimum WY7TN necessary to answer the nowip. (If he is explaining a np>nn, he should
attempt to minimize rather than maximize the np>nn.) A person who is making such owy1N
should hope to find that he has often been preceded by those greater than him’, and he should
look to find that his logic is in tune with the logic of the o>»wxA. In addition, what he in fact
is trying to do is to be NMNN 1NN NYTO o, Even then, the wnn should fear that he might
have erred’.

On the other hand, it may be that he has intuited a fundamental principle which, once
revealed, would underlie many different m>5n. In order to check himself, the creative Torah
learner (indeed all studiers of Torah) must learn Bechavrusa or BeChaburah. Firstly, in this
way, each person gets immediate feedback on his understanding, and will know whether his
way of connecting with the Torah is likely to receive acceptance in the broader world of
Torah scholars. This world has been taught to challenge and not be intimidated that the
MeChadesh may have achieved prestige and authority in the community. Children aged 8 and
9 are taught that there is no contradiction between the enormous respect they ought to have
for their teachers on the one hand and yet to challenge their logic on the other. By 17 or 18
they may have stumped their superiors hundreds of times. Such study serves the purpose of
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Since the Daas of each person is different, one person may see a certain chidush as the tightest

pshat possible which also makes sense while another person may see a different pshat in this way:
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° Zvi Lampel: We never really wTnn, innovate, explanations of Torah laws. We discover them. Our
minds are innovated by them. (The Dynamics of Dispute, pg. 5)
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making everyone greater'. This differs from the way a secular academic discipline works.
Torah scholars do not publish works and then wait for peer review. The feedback is
immediate and continuous, with each side presenting their position as sharply as possible?.
Secondly, the system does not allow a Torah scholar to retain an idea in order to prevent
others from being able to pip him to the post with a new discovery. Thirdly, the continuous
feedback allows for dead ends to be put to rest quickly, while promising directions are
polished by challenges at the earliest stage. The end of the process is for a consensus to be
reached over which side is more correct and what modifications, if any, will be required’.

iv) 19939 Awn and Na*py /9

A vTnn merits to bring the wyn into the wor1d4, and once a vy has been made, it
forever belongs on earth’. Since all DwYPN represent NN which already exists at some
level, NonwT NN O is required to consistently produce ©whn’. We may think that if there
is still a possiblility of making chidushim some of the Torah must yet be in ow. This has
great implications, as, for example, the fact that a Navi is not allowed to say anything that
contradicts the Torah is based on the fact that the whole Torah has already been brought
down through Moshe Rabbeinu’. In truth, however, all w1 TN were revealed to 117 nwn'
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but 137 nwn did not teach all of these to others?, bwn did not tell 13>39 Nwn where the source
of the Oral Law is found in the Written Law3, 1,27 Nwn only learned the ©¥555; the WY TN
are on the ©v19*, and 17 NWN learned 1PN MRS D19 VN on each NdYN but not the
final noon’°.
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Meshech Chochma takes this even further, stating that all of the Torah was given to everyone:
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This fits with the definition of 9”pvawIn which we brought at the beginning of this book, i.e. that it is a
process of bringing the Torah further down into the world. However, at some, higher level, the Torah
which the w1T'n brings out already exists. The further it is brought into the world however, the more
detailed it is likely to become and the more applicable it is as a guide in our day to day reality.
Rav Dessler uses this concept of Moshe understanding the Clalim to develop a profound difference
between him and all others who learned the Torah, including Rabbi Akiva:
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Likewise, Moshe Rabeinu was told that a set of words were involved in a mw n1'11, but there might be
more than one p109 containing these words. Moshe was not told which of the 1D'p109 were involved.
(Ramban, Shoresh Sheni al Sefer HaMitzvos)
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A similar explanation is given for the Chidushei Torah and Pesak Halacha which are
established in every generation. A living Sage has the authority to pasken a naoYn against
previous authorities', as only the contemporary sage can understand all the unique variables
relevant to his situation. Furthermore, each generation of Torah scholars makes a contribution
to the Torah, bringing more of the Torah into the world. The number of generations that have
passed will determine the number of Divrei Torah which have been revealed in the world.
So, although the later generations may be of reduced stature than the earlier ones, the
continuous revelation of Torah means that these later generations are like dwarves sitting on
the shoulders of giants, building on all the Torah already revealed. Similarly, later
generations have all kedusha revelation of the previous generations. This holiness resides in
the hearts of all Jews; this kedusha is what causes Jews to do good things and have good
thoughts without intending to do so, for these things have already been revealed in this world.
Each action and thought is rooted in one of the millions of individual souls which have
already come into the world®*.

The idea of the Chidush receives its furthest expression in the idea of Daas Torah, or

Toras Chaim, the living Torah®. A human being has thoughts, feelings and opinions about all
sorts of issues. He may write them all down in books but his “weltanschauung” remains
independent; it “lives” beyond his books. The Torah too, has a life of its own.
Let us take a practical example. The issue of euthanasia, or mercy killing, is not specifically
dealt with in the Bible, Talmud or Code of Jewish Law. Nevertheless, “the Torah” has a
definite opinion on whether or not it is permissible. The questions of what the root causes of
anti-Semitism are and what the Jewish reaction to anti-Semitism should be are other
examples of issues not dealt with directly in the Torah texts but on which “the Torah” has
counsel and guidance for us.

A scholar who has studied much Torah and is an expert in the Torah texts becomes
imbued with Da’as Torah, or "Torah Consciousness". He is someone who has harmonized his
thinking with that of the Torah®. It is as if he has met a famous author and has become
intimate with him. As their familiarity increases he will eventually be able to anticipate what
his friend the writer will think or feel about any given topic. The Torah scholar who is
intimate with the Torah can answer questions of Halacha (Jewish Law) and Hashkafa (Jewish
perspective) such as the ones we have brought above. The Torah scholar will usually bring
proofs for his answers from the Torah texts themselves but in reality he is drawing from this
Living Torah. (The written Torah commentaries and books of these Torah scholars
subsequently become part of the body of Torah texts while the Living Torah itself remains
unfettered by paper and ink.)

Therefore, we may define the Torah as a living legacy of thought, ideas and ideals.
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* This section on Daas Torah is based on Rabbi Zev Epstein.
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These are based on the clear rules of interpretation which the text provides us and are framed
by the Oral Law. It is not a subjective process in the sense that any scholar can simply
declare as Torah that which feels right. In addition, each scholar is checked by other scholars
around him and a Torah scholar who is completely out of the consensus will simply not be
accepted by the Torah-keeping Jewish nation. Ultimately, however, the living Torah can only
emerge through the greatest of those who keep it and who are therefore most in harmony with
it.

The Zohar states that G-d looked into the Torah and created the world. Surely G-d did
not look into the Code of Jewish Law or even into the Bible to create the world. The
reference here is to the Living Torah. This legacy of thought that we can perceive to be a
non-material manifestation of the Torah is actually a very real spiritual entity. It is this
spiritual entity that was given as a gift to the Jewish people at the Revelation at Sinai.

In reality, these two definitions of Torah are really one. The Torah texts are not mere
books that transmit dry information. The legacy of Torah “lives” in the Torah texts.
Conversely, one cannot understand or appreciate the Living Torah without reading,
understanding and delving into the Torah texts themselves.

The Torah Sage represents a synthesis of these two. He is the living Torah, much
more than a walking Torah Scroll because he lives the Torah. The outstanding Sage of the
generation is aided in this by being blessed with an all encompassing soul'.

v) From N0 mnn to N9 Yyay 19N mnn

Since 117 Nwn, there has always been a o 9yaw n1n.> However, up until the end of
WK 12, the primary way of clarifying the n7n was through nxyay’. After nwxA m>3, there
was a transition from nx2) to a7yawin®.  Although the process of wisdom had less clarity
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% Not everything a ®'21 said was with nx121. Thus, for example, Beis Shamai argue on the law nx
nan claiming that she is 1Mn to her 02 n. This is despite the fact that Rebbe Dosa ben Harkinus was
able to declare:
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The nwn nnaT (Rav Moshe Feinstein) explains that Beis Shammai were able to argue with a Navi
because he was saying this 1"m1271 12271 1MN2N 78N and not as a prophet.
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This is because the v 1% for N1 NT12D came from the same N3, but only in nxn1Y form, as the na for
nx11), 01 nmu? n1. - Therefore, when the one became 211, automatically the other became 211 as
well. Similarly, once 9”vaw1in took over, the Nt NMMu? N1 became n"111" N3N which began to flower just
at this time. Although the Rav Tzadok we bring immediately below does not appear to agree with the
essential reason for the changeover, (i.e. that it was rooted in the desire to be 2van the v1n 1¥" of
1"1), nevertheless he does agree to the essential linkage of these factors. The first Galus after this

transition was Galus Yavan, the Galus of Chochma (9”vawin 7112). Therefore, the sages say:
.070"111 23 910 IMOR - .03 ¥N1"

?21121IN RI"'R® Rl — But is there not also Chanuka (which came after Purim)?
17K X 21N3°7 nin"— We were referring to those miracles that were allowed to be written
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than the process of NX12), and it could lead to error as well, it did allow for extra dimensions
of mn depth’.

Certainly, even during the time of the ©*n>2), the principle of mvN> B39 INN applied
as did the principle of nnyn 727 wnY 'NwA N2 Pr’. Therefore, in a case where one thousand
prophets (who also have to be sages) pasken against one thousand and one sages (who are not
prophets), the n97 is like the one thousand and one sages’. The 82) was relied on to clarify
many things on his own. But even then it was preferable to rather take these things as a vote
in the p7130°.

According to Rav Tzvi Kushelevsky 705w, during the time of the ©»>2), they relied
on the N»13, rather than the o5n, for MmN, NNOIMN, temporary suspension of the N, and
personal insights into own N2y, but not for N35n *poa which required a vote of the pT1Mo.

(i.e. Megillas Ester was the last of the Seforim, written because of a nes, which were incorporated into
the J3~awn, essentially a process of Nevua. Nes Chanuka remained a phenomenon without such a
megila and therefore is a part of the chochma of 9"vawn )
Bayis Sheni is also during this period of 9”vawin . Therefore, although it is lacking in the Nisim of
Bayis Rishon, it has the wisdom of 9”vawin :
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Other reasons are brought by Rabbi Avigdor Miller (Torah Nation) who says that the rise of false
prophets made it confusing to know what was true prophecy and therefore prophecy was no longer
an accurate way of clarifying things.
07PN 190 points out that Galus caused the loss of prophecy. Prophecy, he states, requires the Aron
in its place. Prophets always had to have their first prophecy in Israel, where the influence of the Aron
could be effective in facilitating the prophecy.
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CHAPTER D: OPERATION

The 97yavin is a combination of two things; the nmon, the received wisdom which
D> 0oN received from their rebbes going back to »»o', as well as the D79 which use
principles such as the my71n »». The new 015 were learned out by applying the strict rules
of interpretation that were a part of the »>»on "7 n (In addition, many ©>711>Y themselves
were required to be a part of the received wisdom rather than something new, as is the case
with a mMw nPn).

i) wvIHe

The Mabit identifies nine ways in which we know the Will of G-d, ranging from pure
Written Torah to pure Oral Torah®. However, a significant amount of the Oral Law reflects
our ability to understand what the Written Law is saying. The way in which the sages
translated the 57awin into the 97yawin was through a methodology of learning called v
There certainly were other levels of understanding the Dpwa’, but the 97yawin Py
remained at a level of w»17°. According to Rav Hirsch, w17 is not something essentially new.
Rather, it is a way of restoring the original, intended meaning of the nn."
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® Moshe Rabeinu received the Torah as general principles (1 ®n n21 nnw); Drush, using the m J,
is the way this gets translated into the details. (DW WITNN 2D R7TIAN - 17NIR 9211 AXRT 271 WI1"9)
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For a full explanation as to how the text can accommodate several levels of meaning simultaneously,

see NINi1 INxN - 27107, chapter entitled wTIpn "and21 and in the 0"vIP™? in the first section, entitled
7NN "wg.
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This explains, says Rav Hirsch, why Parshas Mishpatim (2:23 mnuw) begins with the laws of Eved lvri:
“The first matter to be dealt with, quite naturally deals with the rights of man, and this starts with the
sentences: “When a man sells another man”, and “when a man sells his daughter!” ... What a mass
of laws and principles of jurisprudence must have already been said and fixed, considered, laid down
and explained, before the Book of Law could reach these, or even speak of these, which, after all, are
only quite exceptional cases. ... [However, ] if ... the Law had been given over to the people in its
complete form ... and lived by them for forty years, .... Then we can well understand that it is just the
exceptional cases which principally come to be described, so that just from them the normal, general
principles of justice and humanity may be more strikingly realised. ... [For] it was not out of this book
that the law was to have been acquired. ... The andaw n7n is to be to the N9 2vaw nmn in the
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The Maharal2 explains that even where Chazal decree something which is categorized as
Divrei Sofrim and has the status of a DeRabanan (and not a DeOraisa), they still employ the
rigorous restraints of Drush. Their Divrei Sofrim emerge out of the Deoraisas3. The Maharal
explains that it is like a house whose structure, if looked at closely, was designed to
specifically accommodate certain items of furniture. One can clearly see the niche in the wall
where the closet is meant to go, and space has been made for the fridge, the washing
machine, etc4. Similarly, Chazal often saw that the Torah itself was directing them to decree
certain DeRabanans. This is particularly true of Asmachtas5: The Ritva explains a Gemorrah
where the Amoraim felt that the logic of a particular DeRabanan was so compelling that they
searched for the Asmachta on which it was based6.

relationship of short notes on a full and extensive lecture on any scientific subject. For the student
who has heard the whole lecture, short notes are quite sufficient to bring back afresh to his mind at
any time the whole subject of the lecture. For him, a word, a mark of interrogation or exclamation, a
dot, the underlining of a word etc. etc., is often quite sufficient to recall to his mind a whole series of
thoughts, a remark, etc. For those who had not heard the lecture from the Master, such notes would
be completely useless. If they were to reconstruct the scientific contents of the lecture literally from
such notes, they would of necessity make many errors. Words, marks, etc., which serve those
scholars who had heard the lecture as instructive guiding stars to the wisdom that had been taught
and learnt, stare at the uninitiated as unmeaning sphinxes. The wisdom, the truths, which the initiated
reproduce from them (but do not produce out of them) are sneered at by the uninitiated, as being
merely a clever or witty play of words and empty dreams without any real foundation.”

' Elsewhere, (Chapter A ii) we brought the Ohr Hachaim who explained that although Moshe Rabeinu
was given the whole Torah, including the 9"vawn, he was not shown where in the 0°p109, 9”DaWIN
was rooted. According to this, 11T is a way of taking that Torah which is in us (37v2wN) and linking it
to the Torah which remains outside of us (and therefore not as fully brought down into the world), the
J72wn. The Vilna Gaon appeared to understand things this way, for in all of his pirushim he works to
show where the source of things are. (Of course, many of the sources in the Shulchan Aruch required
showing the sources back in Chazal and not the psukim themselves.) Alternatively, the 219 01" mgoin
explains (see Chapter A ii) that Moshe Rabeinu did receive everything, but he did not pass it all on.
According to this, the w11T is recovering that which was already brought full into the earth by Moshe
Rabeinu at his level.
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see chapter G—-b
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vvwa and w177 unite together: the NN is like a tree, with the Vwa as the roots and the
w17 as its branches'. Because all these levels come from the same root, they are ultimately
one unit’.
Many commentators, particularly those of the 19" Century’, took this idea further in showing
that the w17 is the intended meaning of the pyoa. There is therefore no essential difference
between the Vwo and the wnT*. Clearly, from our limited perspective, there are situations
where the vws and the w117 do contradict each other’. However, according to these opinions,
vwo does not mean the literal meaning but the intended meaning of the 7109°. (Thus W
wnwnd would mean that in that instance the Vwa is like the simple meaning; in other cases
this would not be so.)
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However, although all w117 stems out of the vwag, there is w11T that is close to the vwg and there is
wnT that is further away:
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* the 1721 2n3J, the 077270, Rav Hirsch, ®1pni N2 and M ™n 110
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In The Jewish Mind (Hillel Press), A.H. Rabinowitz extends the Malbim even further, understanding
that “according to the Malbim, the orally transmitted tradition was really the transmitted literal
commentary of the law.” (pg.101). This, however, is difficult. It would mean that somehow every
Halacha LeMoshe MiSinai derives from the pasuk, but we know of many, such as in Tefilin and
Sukkah, where there is no hint in the Pasuk Rabinowitz uses this understanding of the Malbim to
create a machlokes between Malbim on the one hand and Ramban@ wiw nnxna 190 2v) and
especially Ohr Hachaim (T2 2* ®79"1) on the other. For the latter, he states, “whilst all is contained in
the Written Law, it is not produced therefrom. ... According to the Ohr HaChayim the discovery of the
halacha has nothing to do with the literal meaning of the verse. It is related to the all embracing “other
faces” of Torah which by its very nature as the Word of G-d, must contain all the truth that G-d wishes
to impart on man.” (pg. 102-103). All true about the Ohr HaChaim. But also true about the Malbim and
the other meforshim quoted above. All the Malbim was trying to say is that Drash is the Torah
methodology for understanding what the Torah ultimately means. As such, it is the truly intended
meaning of the verse, i.e. the Pshat of the verse.

> Thus, according to the vwg, there were 7 years of famine during Yosef's time, but according to the

w117, the famine stopped when 11"2x 21pV" arrived in Egypt, after two years.
n* M N"UxR12 20 17an7
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RN NIRTA ANNT NR "1NP?

% Rabbi Biberfeld
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The omadn wrote a work, anwn NN, as an introduction to N3P, showing 613
principles of grammar from which the vv17 is derived. The underlying principle of the book
is that every time Chazal make a drosha, it is because some part of the language of that verse
was unsual, and the Drush restores the integrity of the text.'

Oftentimes, we see the statement Y0)wd > XYY XIpn PN, This does not mean that
only the "simple" meaning of the text is valid; for if this were so, the statement would have
been worded YOIWH NON NP PN, IOVIVY YT KNP NIPN PN rather means that both the vwo
and the w17 are true and implied in the text of the nMn which has many facets’. (Dayan
Grunfeld, introduction to Rabbi Hirsch commentary, pg. xix*) w117 is therefore a way of
finding out what own truly intended”.

The 8713°, however, understands that there are instances when the w17 does contradict
the vws. It is the w17 which determines the final halacha’. Nevertheless, says the N7, our
starting place for understanding the w17 has to be the vwa'.

(DW) WIR? 21NN W WITT 7UT,1IW20 2230 R ATR TW 07 2771 1077 TWKR T1pn 231"
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Although 1011W9 "' K¥1" XIPN "R, certain things which are only hinted at in the N1 cannot be
understood at a level of vwa. This is because uw9 represents the final revelation of a matter in 0?21V
nwunin whereas these things remain on a higher plane.
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Although these cases apply to non-halachik categories, there is at least one halachik case which is an
exception to 191WI "TM XX1" RPN 1'X:

This is the case of the child of a Yibum-marriage. The verse says that the child should be called after
the deceased husband of his mother:

27 10K 71227 717 1 13 TATSANN 1'MKR 00 2D 01p°
A muw n1'1a tells us that it really means that the child inherits the deceased. (12 nnaY)

There is a second, ambiguous case. In the case of 1nw113 11NN, the verse states
RNOIN TWR "INR ;T T3 07127

which is understood as applying to nu10 and not to 1MMw11a 1NN, (:R* NIN2"). But there the Gemorrah
has a discussion as to whether the verse is entirely uprooted from the Peshat or whether there are
still applications to 1mw11a 17NN,

4 (Many of the above quotes are brought by Dayan Grunfeld in his introduction to Rabbi Hirsch’s
commentary. See there for a comprehensive treatment of this subject.)
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7 In the words of the x12:
71UN7 NR P10 123271
An example of this would be the fact that Beis Din gives 39 lashes and not 40 as is written in the

verse
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Furthermore, although the na5n is like the w17, the VWA continues to teach us both

ideas and m25n. Thus, for example, in the PO in ©WVITR, NDIN NN T2252 PNAN NN NIVN N

NON PYY RWN N9 Ty NK, the vWo and the wAT are quite different®. The vwa reads as
follows: If someone does something to upset you (even though it is not objectively sinful —
like not inviting you to his wedding), do not keep the issue bottled up, thereby building up
hatred in your heart, rather, speak it out with him. Thereby, you will resolve the issue, either
by finding out that there was a mistake or misunderstanding, or by eliciting an apology from
him. By so doing, you will avoid the sin of hating him.

According to the Vw9, this is all one idea. The verse is dealing with the prohibition of
hating your neighbor, and telling you how to avoid this. The w77, however, separates the
verse into three different prohibitions or commands: (1) Nywn X9, (2) 7m0y NN NN NN
-there is a separate y1 to rebuke your fellow Jew when he is transgressing the Torah, and (3)
NON POY Xwn X when rebuking him, you should avoid embarrassing him; and even further,
it is prohibited to embarrass him when not rebuking him’.

In tying everything together, the Rambam concludes that both the vws and the w97 in this
7109 are NWyNY NIoN4.

(Translation: People can be so foolish, for they stand up in front of a Sefer Torah, but they do not
stand up for a great Torah person, [and this does not make sense] for in the Torah it is written [that a
person gets] 40 [lashes], and the Sages came along and removed one [of the lashes, saying that one
only gets 39. And this would show that the power of the Sages to tell us what is ultimately the Ratzon
HaSh-m is greater than the power of the pshat of the Written Torah.],

Another example of this is that a slave who does not wish to be set free has his ear pierced only on a
door and not on a door post (1111), despite the fact that the verse clearly says:
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Further, according to the w117, the slave can have his ear pierced by any object, not just the vz of

the verse (2 ®2 1" T'R). The vwa of the verse says that such a slave will then serve forever — 17211

07107 — even though, according to the w117, 07107 means until the 2211,
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This idea, of learning from the vwa as well, is true even where the Vv and the w171 clearly
contradict each otherl. In fact, at a deeper level, all levels of ©119 are in harmony with each
other, for they all come from the same original Torah in onw. Therefore, not only does the
vws help in understanding the deeper levels of the Torah, but the opposite is also true — even
the 70 helps in understanding the Lwa2.

ii) Principles of ¥197 : 319 )7

The Rambam states that most laws which comprise the Oral Torah were derived from the »»
DN23 NYIT NMINNY MTN. Laws and details involving common everyday occurrences were
transmitted directly by 129 nwn, but laws involving infrequently occurring cases were given
in such a way as to be derivable from scripture by hermeneutic rules4; otherwise there would
be a danger that they would be forgotten5. Laws that Moshe taught directly are referred to as
»»on nwnd MoYN. These laws were carefully preserved from generation to generation, and
for this reason one never finds a dispute concerning them.6 However, in the case of laws
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PRIW] ORI 22 1WDWL M 20?7 1TN°L T 1MIR 172279101 1°7aN1 17192 1R
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°R. Aryeh Kaplan, Handbook of Jewish Thought (pp. 182-3).
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Sometimes the N1 17" came to give chizuk to an existing law. ("W WIW 910 NM¥N 190)
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11727 WNN 122p MKW V1T"2

However, there are contradictions to this. (See for example Hilchos Shofar 3: 2). Therefore, one must
either say that the Rambam is referring only to those things of fundamental importance and that go to
the root of the law; or it means that those things that were definitely known to be Halacha LeMoshe
MiSinai were not disputed; i.e. there may be a dispute as to what the Halacha Lemoshe MiSinai
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derived from hermeneutic rules or logic, occasional disputes can be found. These include all
the debates in the Talmud. The sages thus had the rule, "If it is law, it must be accepted, but if
it is derived it can be debated"l. Both laws which were received orally as well as those
which were derived by hermeneutic rules have the same status as laws written in the N7 and
are counted as XN NNRT M¥n2. (It is only with regard to oaths that there is a difference
between laws derived of hermeneutic rules and laws that are actually written in the P n.) In
addition, all laws that were derived from scripture or logic were formally accepted by the
ya1v. If there was a dispute concerning these, they were determined by the majority of the
Sanhedrin3. They then became a part of the na Yyaw N7 n and were transmitted from
generation to generation.

In theory, we are entitled to use all principles of ¥117 except for a mw nPw4. In practice,
however, we are not in a position to use these principles today in order to make new ma5n5.
The usage of these principles required an unusual degree of certainty even in the time of
2mN6.

actually says, but there would never be any dispute that whatever it says is decisive. (Zvi Lampel, The
Dynamics of Dispute, pg. 70-71)
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iii) 07199

The NN can be explained at four levels: (07119) 710 ,wA7T ;17 ,0wa'. All of these are
a part of the oral tradition’. The Pachad Yitzchak® explains that ©779 is not simply four
levels of understanding the same thing. Rather, each level of ©7719 exists at a different plain
of reality. Therefore, an event can take place at a level of ¥117, but not at a level of vws, and
so on’. The entire written NN contains and can be understood at each of these levels. For
example, the y721m7 in his wmN> NnTpPN writes that the letters of the wmN can be spaced in
such a way that the entire N7 spells out the names of G-d, and in fact, all the letters together
spell out one of the names of G-d as well. Similarly, the principle of >Tn K¥Y XIpH PX°
w9 tells us that every pasuk exists in the reality of Peshat in some way.

Nevertheless, there are psukim whose primary translation in this world is one
dimension of ©7799 rather than the others. For example, there are many things in the Torah
(and in Nach) which, at a level of Peshat, tell us of historical events. However, although the
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WTIMMN TIN™ AT'R NUT? MNAW ANINA TN 7111370 K10 U171 ... N127D910 TNIXRN 0°0DI0 2220 M K1l
N3N AR1T 1"U1 TN 271 TN AWDNA ™23 17X 71 17000 IMK1 1IN 7 RTAI0N T211 700 N T ANdNT

(121 12N2 W0 RINW TDY 17°2N7 1720107 R7RW T10 ®721 11 1R INVY 77D ... TI07 712377 TR 1270
Rav Tzadok appears to agree with the Pachad Yitzchak we bring further down, i.e. that 0”119
represents different planes of reality. For Rav Tzadok these planes are the plane of action (vwa),
emotional integration (1n1), the intellectual plane (w11T) and the plane which represents the unique
“taste” which each individual has of the Torah. (According to this, T10 is not referring to the Kabbalistic

wisdom, for that is something which can be shared, i.e. it is a received wisdom.)
JNTI07 00N N9 X107 ,T71 NI MTI0 (7102 .070 TNKR 221,710 009 071 .02 00 0707 NRen1 annd
12200 2NN WATN 8091 01T Vw9
20 R771IN WI19) MP1IN72 MR 1°TN?N1 .07 20 7117 10711 809070 21 007 ORI 11°R 17 TY PIN2 0 TNIvn?

(R”D R — 72N
Translation: The Torah has two levels of meaning called “pshat” and “sod” [each of which contains an
additional level]. Sod or secret includes a sublevel remez meaning implication. Remez is the entrance
to sod. Pshat or surface meaning includes a sublevel drash with which one delves into the meaning
and broadens the “halacha”. (Eliyahu of Vilna, Gra Mishlai 1:21)

% In fact one name given to T10 is n?2pin nNnan - “The Received Wisdom” Therefore, it can only be

understood as a received wisdom.
IRIAN 171D N N72p2 K2R MNID NUTN ONNNK 2D TNIY OTR 1°R 02 X171 1720 07127 23R D209 17201
IR 172P2 NINIXNN 0DV DNWW ™ 727 1711N2a
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1,107 20 07192 17IN2 122110 AN1,8W090 07102 VW9 20 DTIRN RI10 111,009 20 07192 11N 02200 TITJ4
MIN 02102 M1 20 DTIRN K101

The Pachad Yitzchak brings several examples. For instance, Chazal tell us that:
72PN 1197 110 MKW 0TR 171 R? T 2D 7170 270" 10X X270 TV

This seems to contradict that which Chazal tell us about 11wx1n 07, that he sang the n1"w of 1IMM
nawin 01"? 1"w. However, this is not contradiction. For, since the Torah does not reveal to us the n1'w
of Adam HaRishon

7w vw9 2w 07192, therefore this act of N1"W by 11WXRIN OTR does not, in fact, take place at a level of
vwo, i.e. VWIN 0?712. So too, the Pachad Yitzchak explains the fact that Chazal say that x? 11"2x 21pp”
mm even though the Torah reports his death. TIv W"D

11N Junaw ,x 'mv 13 ]'I'IT]J15

ORAL LAW: Page 40



event certainly took place as the Peshat tells it, the essential purpose is to teach us something
else, of moral or spiritual import, at a much deeper level'. (See Chapter I — the nvap?)

iv) X930

The following letter [was] written by the Gaon Rav Moshe Mordechai Epstein of Slobodka

(Later of Hebron) to his colleagues.
“There is study and there is study. We find that Chazal said (Kiddushin 49b)
that one who is asked a question of halachah in one tractate, even in the
tractate Kallah (which is short and not difficult, Rashi.), and he can answer it,
is called a sage. Whilst of Rami bar Poppa they told (Ber. 47b) that he did
not wish to include in a quorum for Grace after meals one who had studied
Sifra, Sifri and Mechilta, and that he considered him to be an am ha’aretz
because he had not ministered to scholars. How far apart they are! This one
studied a single tractate and is called a sage, whilst this one studied the entire
shas and is called an am ha’aretz. Because the essence of Torah knowledge
is not in wide knowledge and familiarity with texts. The essence is the sevara
and the understanding of the subjects. As they said (Ber. 6b): “The reward
for study is given for sevara.” If one is expert in the practical knowledge of
an halachah, but is unaware of its logical bases, he cannot say that he lacks
part of it, he lacks it completely, because the essence is in the sevara.
By means of the underlying sevara, deduction of further halachot is affected
radically, hence they said (Sot. 22a): “The tanaim (The tanaim here referred
to are those who used to learn mishnayoth and baraithoth by rote for
recitation...) destroy the world”, meaning as explained there, that they decide
halachoth on the basis of the Mishnah studied but since they did not learn
gemmara, the contradictions, queries and answers, nor did they plumb deeply
the inner depths of the problems, they were unable to decide halachah.
This being so, even one who studied the entire shas but was not versed in the
methods of sevara, is called an am ha’aretz. See for example, Gittin 6b.
where they said: “Because a man does not know this rule of R. Isaac, is he
therefore not a great scholar? If it were a rule established by sevara we
might think so, but this is an oral tradition and he had (simply) not heard it.”

Sevara creates halacha. Something which is perfectly logical, with no alternative
logical argument to oppose it, is considered to have the status of N7 law’. The first time we

N3 "R 1”1 ,19709 "T'N XX1" 11°R1 NMK KR1il... 17172 21N 11970 TR 017 "277 010K 1N 'IEIU31
JIIRYRN MITI0N P10 PR 71970 111X 027117 111211 03D 22X 17T NW1TRa 171102 000 12T 2137 07700
11 W*2707 171N2 2N31 22K 170 12 0T0 QWD TRT 121 O1TR PIXRA 13710 70K 072710 1781 019 200 717
177D DW1 INXRI N¥PA0 1122 ,0770 079192 119700 R2 137 ,MT100 R 711130 0XDW 11770721 mMn0 0210 Mo
0N"aR 00 12371 ONXP2A 131 .272 MIpn 00 127 R? ONXpP2T ,"INN0 PIRNT 11320 1179 KRR LT "N?71 0N%pa1
J7TIN ®R?1 17701 R7 1197011 11070 0INKR 071170 7107 ,07INKRA R21 MUK 1137 1INKRi0 137,727 0n0 1MInK11
0'T1P1 T'TIPUI 1"1102 21917 T 127 NWDN 02 .07N722T RN 18N 19010 DT 0°R791M 07127 12 U° 7100 11071
MIN? D172 MN?1010 NIR¥N2 0°R?291 MTI0 119°0 1MKR2A ©W'A?717 X' 17112 N30 11137 I2°0 , 0711721
.INDN2 0'R™P2? V17D, 071177021 TIN11 0T 1INNN2A T3 21N2i1,i1212 7100 23,727 9101 .1n&i
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? See also Rabbi Nathan T. Lopes Cardoza, The Infinite Chain, pgs. 42-49 (Targum Press)
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see this used is in Parshas Shmini. After the death of Nadav and Avihu, Moshe asks Aharon
why he and his sons did not eat the Chatos in the Temple area, being that it is Kodesh
Kedoshim'. Aharon answers that logic would dictate that what Moshe heard was only for that
one korban but not for the generations®.

Ultimately, since there are always arguments both in favor and against deciding a
certain way, it is the mind of the sage which must be the final arbiter. Sages may disagree
with each other as to what the best argument may be, provided that they are of similar
stature”.

However, this logic can only be considered correct if it combines all the other
attributes of mind and m1n of 5”tn. For without that, we cannot be sure that a person’s biases
will not distort his logic.

e.g. 1’ M 97 x¥np K11 where the Gemorrah asks why we should bring a p109 for the principle of

TIR™IN 1720 172MM RXIN7.

The Ritvah (P12 270 To0IM N71TAN N1272 ‘0N 9102 R1A0N N1372 '20) states that 720 demands that we

make a blessing, implying that some recognition by us that this comes from HaSh-m is a Torah

requirement. However, the specific form of a N311 was mandated by Chazal:

AR ... INRN 2027 07T 2D 717N 22000 97 1100 0TI NRIAN 20 0TR 7727 M¥n In3aw 111 nxRa K2
121 23211 D02 772°0 TV 017310 71110 0TR? 110K 071910 121N

However, most Meforshim hold that it is only in the case of 0°1"T that n110 becomes a Torah

obligation. (o*11NX T1IV1 N”2%N 97V) (DW R~V 2D 71IU0 NIRNA 1)

It would seem that the reason for this is because the logic of the Torah, Torah minds and of
the world are all in basic harmony. (It is not enough that all three be logical, but that, in addition, they
be logical in the same way. If, for example, out minds were programmed to think in the binary code
but the Torah was written in the decimal code, then we could not claim that our logic was Torah logic.
It is also important to note that human beings are capable of thinking logically at a very high level, but
still not in harmony with the Torah. Thus we say ®'n 171N NUT 797 PIRN DU NUT even of extremely
intelligent, but Torah ignorant people.) The source of the harmony between the Torah on the one
hand, and people and the world on the other hand, is rooted in the fact that the last two were created
from the first — X2V ®721 XN"™11R2 ?INTi. 021X 012TM
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At a higher level, many of the things which 5’0 saw as a 191 in the P09 are all truth
at a level of oyonn Yowy nyT; the 005N could have understood these even without the ¥ in
the pyva’.

This logic, exalted as it is, is in turn given its exact place and limitations by the nmmn?.
Logic is superceded by the received wisdom or by prophecy’. Prophecy (the wisdom of the
Torah) is above logic, for logic, subject to human limitation, can always be wrong®. Do we
not see a long history of great philosophers, all arguing with each other, each using his best
logic®? This applies to the interpretation of verses as well. We interpret a verse according to
the received wisdom, even where the verse also lends itself to other interpretations® and even
where these other interpretations seem to be more logical or make more sense to us.
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CHAPTER E: ACCURACY OF THE N1

i) Overview
Rabbi S.R. Hirsch' states:

There is no evidence or guarantee for the truth and reality of a historic fact save our
trust in tradition. All sorts of documents and evidences, all manner of internal and external
circumstances, may lead you to the conclusion that it is probable, or almost certain, that such
and such an event did really happen; but who tells you that what you consider probable has
really happened? Or that the very documents from which you draw your conclusions are not
in reality forged?’

All of the "0 was given to every Jew’, and we are therefore required to take special
care to remember and accurately pass on the nmon*. In every generation, however, there are
D>05n >PNo1 who are broadly responsible for the non’. We clarify details of the n7on by

" Horeb, pg. 30
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Above, under Chidushim, we saw that each Jew was given a special aspect of the Torah that was
unique to his soul. However, in addition, each Jew was given the entire Torah.
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This is the reason why an Amora would sometimes argue on a Tana. If the Amora had a mesorah
that differed from that which he heard in the name of another Tana, he would not be arguing on his

own authority:
AW7 7D 1P?N 8271 AR 1R 12000 0 712310 2R1IT 71 97D
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MR NAW 0127 NY2IRA 1N

(i.e. the Father said to his son: Son, even though this is my position, you should not hold that way.)
272 NN R? 7N? NNR1T :(ARA? 12710) 17 IR
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The lesson here is not just that the halacha is like the majority, but we find out the Mesorah by asking
those who are entrusted with it. Wherever one of these Sages would bring down the Mesorah, other
disputing sages, lacking a Mesorah on that issue, would accept his opinion:
(270N N”9 NINA) N2IWN U 1°T?7 TR 221 1321 IR
Nevertheless, the n11on 1P was given through specific individuals:
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asking those who were entrusted with it, and we are required to believe that previous
generations, including 1317 nwn himself, were faithful to their mandate'.

Great care was taken to be as exact as possible with respect to every detail of the
m1on, both in the Written® as well as in the Oral Law®. This has worked its way down to

DWINT? 170171 170N 17N 22 7wn
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120 AN N770N RINW 713 R0 12727 ... 172P 20N R? 771 122p7 R?20 1WIRT 172p°0 10IR I3 2723 N?22p
7PN 17127 N1°N? IR "R 02100 019 12N
Hence the Rambam, in his n1mwnn w1'9? nnTpn and others identify one specific person in each
generation who bore the responsibility of the accuracy of the n1un. Nevertheless, the collective body
of Talmidei Chachamim in each generation plays a collective role.
(See for example, 0'nn 11T (Maharal on M1aR) pg. T3 (‘121 174N NUI] "WIR IRIPIW NN N'W720 1N0).
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nwn repeated the prophecy to 1171&, then TTu?8 & INN"R, then the 70 elders, and then to the whole
nation. 11711X taught the last three groups in turn, and 11V7® the last 2:
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See Rabbi Lopes Cordoza, The Infinite Chain, pg. 107-120; The Authenticity of the Orally Transmitted
Torah.
So careful were the sages with the n11on, that there are countless examples of fine points which are
debated in the Gemorah even though they actually have no bearing on na%71.
For example, the Gemora in Eruvin refers to “ibur ha’ir’- a populated section that juts out from the city
proper, citing two versions of the word “ibur”, one spelled with an v, derived from the word fetus,
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more contemporary times as well, as we still see consistent attempts to preserve the integrity
of the "70N. On many occasions, the Vilna Gaon wrote that Kla/ Yisroel had entered a new
era wherein confusion and false ideologies had invaded the inner sancta of Jewish life. ...
There was no assurance that the Mesora ... was being transmitted with fidelity from
generation to generation.' The Gaon [therefore] sought a solution by creating a hermetically
sealed shelter from the deluge of falsehood that was raining in on Jewish life: the yeshiva.” ...
From the beis midrash of the Vilna Gaon, yeshiva later grew ... where Torah was studied and
nothing else, where Torah thoughts and values prevailed and nothing else.’

which extends the mother’s contours outward, and one spelled with an ®, associated with the word for
a limb. The difference between the two may seem to be only academic, but it is vital: The ®/v is part of
the n11on, the precise way in which a specific rabbi - a link in the chain of the n11on - had expressed
himself (Rav Zelig Epstein in the Jewish Observer, Oct. 1990 pg. 20).

Another case in point: Shmaya and Avtalyon, who were the leaders of their generation, and passed
on the nmon to Hillel and Shammai, were unable to aspirate (pronounce) the letter 'n which
introduces the word 1" (a liquid measure). When they referred to the volume of water that could
render a mikva pasul, they expressed themselves in terms of hin, prefacing the word with the word
“Male” (a full measure) so that it be intelligible. Hillel and Shammai after them had no need for this
device, for they could pronounce “Hin” with no difficulty. Yet they too said “Male Hin” because this is
how they had received the information from their Rebbeim, and “A person is obliged to express
himself in the language of his teachers.”(ibid. pg. 20, see commentary of the Gra on Maseches Idiyos)
In addition, it is essential that the Mesora not in any way be compromised through the distorting
intrusion of personal weaknesses. A dramatic example of this is an example offered regarding the
Divine justice in the death of the 24,000 talmidim of ®1°pv "1 during Sefira, because “they did not deal
respectfully with one another.” In the wake of their death, the world was left with a void, so to speak;
without the vast amount of Torah they had mastered. (In their place, five subsequent talmidim of
Rabbi Akiva emerged from the South, and these five served as the primary vehicle of the
transmission of the Mesora to the next generation.).... [Surely] the Torah that had disappeared with
these 24,000 scholars should have been enough ... to earn these men a reprieve. But the contrary is
the case, say the commentaries. Their lack of perfection in Midos disqualified them, for they would
have been flawed in their role as transmitters of the n11on. It was for this very reason that they died
(Ibid. pgs. 20-21 See there the story of Rabbi Benjamin Diskind who was willing to die rather than
tamper with the Mesora).

' Ibid pg.17. “The same precipitous decline was noted by the author of the voluminous Yeshuos
Yaakov of Lemberg, Galicia, a contemporary of the Gaon. He wrote that he was witness to a spiritual
poverty and confusion so radically different from the atmosphere that he remembered from his youth,
when the streets had fairly throbbed with Torah. His first impulse was to secret away his Torah
manuscripts, for the times were simply not suitable for publishing chiddushei Torah ... Only later did
he have second thoughts and decide to publish after all.”

03N TN R¥NI R? 1"V ... OT0 N2 = (71 :T) TVP 9T 910 N1AR 2D 0N 777 27700

2 This is contrary to conventional wisdom that has the Gaon’s talmid Reb Chaim, founder of the
famous Yeshiva of Volozhin, as the initiator of the Yeshiva Movement, when in fact the Gaon himself
created the progenitor of the Lithuanian Yeshiva by withdrawing his talmidim from the refuge of his
home and private study hall.

® Rav Zelig Epstein states that this initiative safeguarded the integrity of the Torah until the outbreak
of WWI. In less than a year Rav Shimon Shkop, Rav Baruch Ber Lebovitz and Rav Chaim Ozer
Grodzinsky all died and the great yeshivos of Europe were all lost. Rav Zelig Epstein then proceeds
to describe how we managed to maintain the integrity of the mesorah nevertheless. (pg. 22 and
forward)
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ii) Forgetting and npyonn

When we come across a np¥onn in the transmittal or definition of a segment in the
nMon, it is firstly as a result of forgetting the details of the nMom over time'. Consequently,
in the attempt to reconstruct what was forgotten”, human differences lead to disagreements.
Whenever those entrusted with the nmon were arrogant or imperfect in some relevant and
significant way, forgetting took place’ (even there, however, there were usually exacerbating
factors causing the forgetfulness®, most notably the fact that a particular n35n had not been
relevant for an extended period of time). Nevertheless, even 050 »nYn operating at the
highest levels will have disputes”.

' Rav Dessler states that had we heard the whole Torah from HaSh-m himself, there would be no
nnow of the Torah. (56 9T 7”N 11?81 1N3n)

NW?1N "190 ®1202 P71 AN NPIZNN 220 ®?R 171 AN N30 K7 1NI0XRN ANMO 171 81202 92N 1°0°
(17 97 Harry Schimmel — The Oral Law 1 ®210) nn2win "1910 &?71 R0

(2:R) T2 9T N1AR 2D 0N 7717 277N
R11 ‘1 0172 T7102 12U NP1?7NNa "3 K7 ... NP12NNN 12 120 M90 ... 0 010 PIN 219 "D KR TN 2211
LJOMD DW? NP2?NNN T0KRI 00 TN P117 0179 1°R MXD TI00 11"3 01PN 2230 ,07107 11%? R1M 00 007
.278 13 173X IN17 1°R 127971

(NP NWI9 W) NNR NoW
10UP 1213 1221 1M3D? 11N TNR 227 U T'R1217 230 RT179T RN?V NRIPI 777D NNRA
17N N22 T2W070 7R 17217 2R17W" "1 22K 00 9011

10 FI"I'IT]]'I3
0173 "2717 MK 7?7 WU N1P90 22 "IN 2RW DWINY? 17 MR 1TV 147 1127 NWN 10910 VU1 :27 MK 7717 27 IR
™M (277 MNW) 20X 71NN U™ R?7 DI 11112 DWINT MW7 1A NN 73 R? MR TIPN? "T2I?20 NNKR U0 7°1Nn
... TNP30 MXN VAW 1?7 172131 N1320 KRN W20 101 M0N0 DWINT 20 M3 wwn
12AR "27 IR .AWN 2W 172X "2 IMINWI 01970 "PITRTI IO 77T 177710071 1729 NIRN VAW 7K KRIN 1"N7INN2A
121929 71NN IR 12 2NNV 177NN 379X

:T7ARIN? 12210 170
XR?W 1910 OTNT2IN 2D 017RW ®R21 T2 11R°D 1DNWWB 1™NIT2I1N2 R2KR 71180 727D 02107 27771 19711 R2W1
127X 22 wnw

M9 1"17T110 ‘OnN 97D
1IN M3 7710 070D 2R17W™2 NP12TM 127 1278 22 10N R?20 22111 "RNU "TM?1 121701
(:TN NY102 131)
J0 009 1"'D
0 17N

11 22N0 WX — N1?723WURI 1702 0720177 W'R 1IN17 12 "01"1 Q71X W' 11017 12 "071° IINWn M NY10
NP21M1 NN2W1 91T 1°R1 IN™MKR1A 71710 01

* An example of this is Havdala, which was taken out of the Tefila when it was fixed on a Kos and
later restored. The sages could not then remember whether it was supposed to be in 1M N or
whether it should be a separate Brocha. (.2 n1312); during the mourning time for Moshe Rabeinu
many laws were lost (.10 n1INn), again because of exacerbating circumstances. However, the
Rambam, in his m1mwn? nmTpn, states that np12nn was not a function of forgetting:
TUR 0'WIRA ONY ... NIW ... WM O0XR 172p 22p 0N TORW "1970 ... NP12NNN 172910 ... 21010 "M 21X
... TINXNN 01N 122p0)
However Rabbi Zvi Lampel, in his Dynamics of Dispute, proves that the Rambam means by this that
“the Sages were open to enlightenment by anyone who had more data, and willingly concede error
when warranted. Though it was entirely possible for a Sage to have forgotten information, to have
never been taught it or to have erred in his reception or interpretation of it, he would not cling to his
opinion if presented with facts showing him that it was only arrived at because of these deficiencies.”

(pg. 79)
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Secondly, a nponn may come about as a result of differing perspectives. Ultimately,
these disputes reflect different views of the same reality. n?>nn comes from the root word
79N, which means a part. n,»nn results when different people see only parts of a whole.
DYVv comes from the word mnbvw, a whole, and 015w is therefore the result when all parties
have a complete perspective of things. As stated above, the 97yavin is the final connection of
the Torah with each individual Jew, and since each individual Jew is different, that
connection is going to produce a different angle of Torah in each person. Being that very few
Jews have a total overview of all the various angles of the Torah (even if they would know all
of Shas), machlokes, the presentation of differing angles of the same thing, is an inevitable
result. In truth, we should rejoice when someone disagrees with us as it enriches our
understanding of the issue at hand'.

When we come across a nponn, the disagreement is always on details and never on
principles2. The issues of dispute usually concern technical points of law that rarely relate to
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'Ata higher level, these different levels fuse into one:
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day-to day-life: details that relate to hypothetical, borderline, remote or rare cases as opposed
to the mxn Apovl.

iii) »5n1» when human application is required

nonNn is inevitable when human application is required. Humans are never able to
have the exact same ny°, and thus the natural state of man is to be in a state of npYNPNR°. As
a result, different Sages may size up a situation seemingly opposite from other Sages, each
one understanding a different dimension®. The different minds of men were intended to give

! Maximum and minimum measurements (may a sukka’s height be less than 10 Tefachim-about 30
inches high? May it be over twenty amos - about 40 feet tall?-) are relevant to emergency situations,
not normal ones. (Zvi Lampel, The Dynamics of Dispute, pg. 10)

In early generations, there was just one unresolved dispute: whether to do semicha on a korban on
the chag.
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(There were other disputes before this time, but these were resolved immediately. ( ,m"'n p7nn

v xRN 0'vawn). For example, the Gemarah in Sanhedrin (9°) brings a np12nn during the time of
Kings Shaul and David).
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Some of this was indeed a function of textual loss:
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*The moment there was ®111 at the beginning of creation, there were beings that had separate
identities that would have to struggle to find their way back to unity. Thus, the 2" verse, which
describes the consequences of the creation, says:
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The Maharal (Ner Mitzvah) explains that these 4 words reflect the classical deviation from unity (4=all
directions) inherent in the creation.
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us a complete picture of the Torah from all angles. Therefore, according to this, the type of
nm>nn which arises out of N7INY 0”9 DYy is a positive development, and was intended by
the o9y N 2. This type of disagreement is the positive mechanism whereby the fullness of
the N1 is revealed, because the NN has many different dimensions'. All of these views are
legitimate”. All were given as a part of the Torah on Har Sinai, and it is a mitzvah to
understand all of them® (even a rejected opinion has a din of nmn*). At a higher level, all
dimensions exist’. Down here, however, we have the final na5n which represents only one of
these levels'.
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In nwnn mn-, the dimensions of nxn1v will disappear and only the dimensions of N1y will remain.
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Since each view represents one angle of the total picture, and because the na5n
follows the majority, NoYn P93 is the most comprehensive view of the total reality which any
opinion can contain’. However, even down here on earth, and even after the na5n has been
paskened, we may still have a situation where one opinion may apply in one case and another
opinion may apply in another. This is because we recognize that no opinion, even the one we
pasken n9nb, can be considered to be decisively true over any other opinion’. Therefore,
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Rabbi Dovid Bleich: Introduction to Contemporary Halachic Problems ...
No one has ever suggested that it is not necessary to recite birkhat haTorah, the blessing pronounced
prior to engaging in Torah study, before studying the words of Bet Shammai on the grounds that the

normative decision is in accordance with Bet Hillel. ..

A slightly different approach is adopted by Zvi Lampel in his Dynamics of Dispute: The question “how
can the Sages’ variant opinions all parallel absolute truth?” is groundless, because it is based on the
false assumption that there is an abstract, Absolute truth to which even He is beholden. This is false,
because the only “Absolute Truth” is G-d himself, and outside of Him truth is nonexistent. Since there
is not abstract Truth to which G-d is bound, when He decrees that any conclusion drawn by a Torah
mind (when following his clearly defined limits) is truth — it is truth. (pg. 2) (The author says that Rav
Shimon Schwab carefully read this chapter, and fine-tuned it with the author.)
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In another place, the Maharal describes the Halacha as the opinion which is the most Sechel Pashut:
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This in fact is just another way of saying what we said in the body of the text. The viws 22w reflects
the most comprehensive dimension of the truth because it is a viewing of the truth from the most
central position possible. Other dimensions of the truth, although still legitimate, are views more from
the side so to speak. Since no one can grasp all dimensions of the truth with full clarity, it is possible
for more than one opinion to represent the truth even at the final level of halacha (121 1"®)

3 Only when the Torah itself tells us what the halacha is, is this the halacha psuka for all time. Even
then, this does not mean that the other dimensions do not exist:
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although it was forgetting, or lack of clarity, which originally brought out these differing
views, this was, in the long term, a benefit, for it forced people to see the point of truth which
they had access to, ultimately revealing a greater richness of the nm. As such, the
possibility of nponn was anticipated by Xy 712 wyTpn and accommodated in His nn'.

iv) Recovery and Resolution - n55n poa

Since forgetting maYn and differing opinions were both a real possibility, own built
mechanisms of recovery and resolution into His 1’ For example, the 70 » were used to
recover lost ma5n and the rule of 217 was used to resolve machlokes’. This was possible
because all of 97yavin is ultimately contained in 57avn. The my1H » were the mechanisms
that enabled revealing 97yavin from the 57awyn. This was only allowed where the oral
tradition had, in some sense, been compromised4. Otherwise, the whole N7 would only
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3 It is difficult to know why the original machlokes of semicha was not resolved in this manner. (In the
Mishnah in Chagiga (2 ‘wn 179) it talks of the machlokes continuing for many generations from the
time of Yossie ben Yoezer and Yossie ben Yochanan until the time of Hillel and Shammai).
Elsewhere we brought Rav Simcha Wasserman as saying that the later disputes of Beis Hillel and
Beis Shammai were not resolved because they were not lemaseh at that time and therefore a vote on
the issue was never taken, but here we cannot say this because all these generations lived during the
time of Bayis Sheni.
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Rav Dessler continues to explain why when the Halacha became a little unclear, we did not simply
check out how the Torah observant community was behaving. Surely, this would be the best way of
deciding what the 9”D2w1n has been saying about this issue all along:
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have been for those earlier generations before forgetting took place, and it cannot be that own
only wanted the N7 n for some generations and not for others.

When an issue reaches clarity it expresses itself as the noYn. In the previous section,
we explained that in every npyonn the disputing sages were reflecting differing aspects of the
same higher reality. In fact, that reality did accommodate a dimension of something being
Nnv while simultaneously accommodating another dimension of being 19nv'. The 25N was
the resolution of these dimensions, in the most comprehensive way possible’, into the
practical world of action down here.

1550 can also be defined as the final bringing of NN into this world; the final
distilling of abstract principles of N1’ into the day to day realities of life*. This is an
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4 Although the Briskers might argue to the contrary, most would argue that not every aspect of one’s
daily living is enshrined in Halacha. There is a huge area of our lives designated muw1, which is not
specifically mandated. Although there are considerably more halachik imperatives in our lives than
most of us realize, the period between minyanim has large areas which are open to our own creative
decision making and only generally covered by the injunction, 1'nn o'w1Tp. But even that mixn is
understood by Rashi, the Ramban and others to be a negative injunction, in the words of the
Ramban: n1inin mw1a 211m xknn KR2w. However, nm3an n"wk1 shows clearly that being w1Tp has a
positive side as well . Clearly, when we say a 110Tp 10X in any 12721 we have some positive nw1Tp in
mind, and not just that the nmxn are going to keep us from doing something negative. So too, there is
an expectation that the mu in our lives will produce something positive, and not just keep us out of
trouble. Here, the ability of someone to see everything in his life through Torah glasses is essential.
We have to deal with work, politics, finances, all sorts of relationships ... with behavior that is in
harmony with the Torah.

One could argue that when one acts Toradik in one's area of mw1, one is also bringing the
Torah finally into the world, just as when a posek paskens halacha. In this sense, 97vawin is a part of
our Mw1 just as it is a part of our 1321. The argument with the Briskers, then, is a very narrow one.

One of the areas that give us our Toradik perspective is Agadata. Another, according to Rav
Hirsch, is the symbolism in the Torah. The Mishkan, for example, was a symbol of man. The details of
the Mishkan give us a clear reading of how we are to construct ourselves. Rav Shimshon Rephael
Hirsch held that such symbolism has to emerge from the halachos within each sugya. Symbolic
interpretations must not only be consistent with the halachos; the symbolism must emerge from these
halachos. (Contrast with the Moreh Nevuchim who claimed that we could not understand the details
of the Mitzvah in the context of their “Taam”.)
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ongoing process in every generation'. Each Jew is supposed to bring this n7n down as far
they can’, and as a result, anyone who would want a relationship with 97yawin (i.e. isa non
05n) would ultimately have a relationship with n39n.*> The final authority for the na9n,
however, was invested in the Sages of every generation”.

Rabbi Dovid Bleich, in his introduction to Contemporary Halachic Problems, states:
"The verse 'Judges and officers shall you make for yourself in all your gates' (Deut. 16:18)
bestows autonomous authority upon the rabbinic judges in each locale. They are empowered
to promulgate their views in the area subject to their jurisdiction. The local populace may,
with complete confidence, accept the teaching of the local bet din’.... Only upon a decision
of the supreme halachic authority, the Bet Din ha-Gadol, sitting in Jerusalem, did a given
view become binding upon all of Israel..."

Another source of a Toradik perspective is the stress and emphasis we give to certain midos,
issues and aspects of our lives over others. In addition, many of these great underlying principles,
although impacted by halacha, are not entirely halachikally proscribed. The 1™p"D 1 of the Rambam
was not even articulated in that form before his time (though some of them can be defined as
Mitzvos). In fact, Rav Yosef Albo (0"1puin 190) held that there were only 3 such principles. The Torah
does not explicitly discuss m*wni1 NN nor 0NNl N*'nn. The 3721 holds that there is not n"v19 mxn to
believe in HaShem. It is a T10" of the whole Torah. (Ramban: & nnxn ,mixnn 190 20 nuawn). The
Ramban, as well as most poskim, hold that there is no chiyuv to daven daily to HaSh-m. It is a chesed
that HaSh-m granted us. (01 mxn :0Dw n1wn 17an7); According to some, the Rambam does not hold
that there is a n1x¥n to do n11wn; only one to do "17"1. The type of chesed we are supposed to do is,
with the exception of a few Derabanans such as Bikur Cholim and Hachnasas Kala, left completely
open to us. According to Rav Chaim Vital, there is no n1xn to work on your midos (though all the nmxn
demand some application of m1Tn development) (11w 2v2 ®21M); family and chinuch issues are also
loosely proscribed and it is questionable whether a woman is 11 to get married. ( TwW37 P71 ™11 1712
21N Mpnim ,1271 1719 20 12127 mxn). All this means that we have to have a way of applying the Torah
that is not restricted to purely halachik categories, though which have to be consistent with them.

1
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Note: Rav Shternbuch is not suggesting that everyone pasken for himself.
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> Thus, in the city in which R. Eliezer was the chief authority, the populace chopped trees, built a fire,
and boiled water on the Shabbath in preparation for a circumcision, while in a neighboring town such
actions constituted a capital offense. R. Eliezer's opinion to the effect that Sabbath restrictions are
suspended not only for circumcision itself but even for preparation of the necessary accouterments of
this rite was authoritative in his jurisdiction. The contradictory opinion of his colleagues was binding in
their jurisdictions.
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When a case came to the Sanhedrin, the majority on the p1Tmv ruled'. It then
became G-d's Will that we follow this decision of the majority®.
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This also has implications for how we understand the Chumash. Thus 0"'nin 11X states that after we
know the Halacha:

2122 712211 D12R? 1N

and even if there are other ways of learning the pasuk
(T2 27" ®IP™1) I™NT MNT?1 111201 117 117 121 N1

The status of the rejected opinion will vary from 09 to pog. If it is a more stringent opinion, then
sometimes it was considered a N2 M mx¥n amd could be followed by those who wanted to do so.
Sometimes it was simply regarded as a ®1m1n which someone could do if they wanted to be 23 xx1”
myTi. But sometimes the opinion was rejected altogether, and one was not entitled to follow it, even
though, by so doing, one would certainly also be including the accepted opinion. An example of this
latter case is the position in which one has to say the vnw. Beis Shammai were 1'nmn, saying that one
had to say it standing in the morning and lying down in the evening. (2”v * 9T M2311) However, the
Sages said of someone wishing to do the mxn (also) according to Beis Shammai:
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In the time after the y77mo’, the status of the individual Sage remained the same”.
Nevertheless, halachic consensus became more difficult, both because the greatest Sages
could not always discuss all their issues all together’ and because a vote to achieve a majority
no longer applied'.

.2711 N"1 ™27 20 N12DW MRV 217 1 T2

(2 'wn ®”9 MI31211"?7R NW)

If the rejected opinion was more lenient, than certainly, ordinarily one could not abide by it, but it might

still have been invoked in situations of pain, significant financial loss or other situations that were

regarded as unusually difficult. (N3 ‘0 1 ‘wn ®79 N1"TV 'ON 2X7W" 1IR9IN). It would also open the way for

a later Sanhedrin to reverse the earlier decision under certain circumscribed conditions. ( 01" mgon
ow 219) (11 1w 0W 17D 22R).

' Rav Aryeh Kaplan, Handbook of Jewish Thought (vol. 1):

10:38 .... The Sanhedrin remained functioning in Tiberius until shortly before the completion of the
Talmud. During the persecutions of Constantinius (4097-4121; 337-361 c.e.), the Sanhedrin had to go
into hiding, and it was eventually disbanded.

10:39 The traditional ordination (semichah - Nn2'n0) was thus abolished in the year 4118 (358 c.e.).
The Sanhedrin and other duly constituted courts cannot be established until this ordination is
reinstituted.

10:40 What is called “ordination” today is not true ordination, but rather a certification that the
individual is expert in certain areas of Torah law. Moreover, it implies that he has the permission of his
teachers to render public decisions; without such permission it is forbidden. Such ordination, however,
in no way implies competence to serve on the Sanhedrin.

10:41 Therefore, no Rabbinical court today can judge cases on its own authority. The only authority
that such courts have is as agents of the earlier ordained courts. In this capacity they can only judge
commonly occurring cases involving actual loss on the part of the litigants. However, infrequently
occurring cases, and those involving punitive damages or fines, require duly ordained judges, and
therefore cannot be judged in contemporary Rabbinical courts.

See there for detailed sources. See also there 10:42 — 10:46 for how and when the Sanhedrin might
be reconstituted.
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Of course there were certain differences between the generations: Each later period (Amoraim,
Rishonim, Achronim) did not argue with the previous period as a whole. In addition, after the
Amoraim, Talmidei Chachamim no longer learned new DeOraisas from the Psukim themselves. One
reason why we do not argue with previous eras is because we do not have all their reasons in hand.
The Talmud only recorded the main lines of reasoning of any issue:
7271 72T 22 2V ... N20 MKW TN?N (2 N1 R 0'3?1) 781 70NN 17°0 "1™ 200 07978 NW?2W 127 .13 1"2110
0Dy 9281 NUWNN 01910 20
(12 N221N 1"R 279UKR1) NIMN X' 71107 NN N1%2 N12100 N8R0 020 10D U7 ... 01°37171 12 X017 27 .78 Mna°
Another, related reason is because they were able to focus a much larger part of the the whole Torah
(SheBichtav and SheBaal Peh) when analyzing any issue. They could thus be much more certain
than we can be that their understanding of a particular issue was consistent with every other place
where the relevant, underlying variables were applied (7920 1"p7"0 LN 270N "NUNWY).

3 Igros Chazon Ish. Although only the Sanhedrin used to make the final decision, many other sages
could and would participate in the process. As we saw in the Rambam above, any sage could
challenge the Sanhedrin on any point of law. Even in capital cases, where there were a fixed number
of judges (23), there were another three rows of Talmidim ready to poke holes in the court’s decision
and able, thereby to cause a reversal. (DLW ?2X1W* NIRINN 1D T 11 1"1TMO Mwn). This is also one
explanation of the fact that the n21Tan noid "wik were 120 people, even though they officially
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Certain communities were influenced by one or several previous Gedolim rather than others®.
However, the 7 of 211 still loosely applies’. Wherever the majority of po is clearly in
one direction, the n3vn is usually paskened like that. However, individual 0>po9 and those
that follow any one of these Poskim as their Rabbi’, are not bound to follow the dominant
halachik direction until a major P, a giant of his era, writes a definitive work which
summarize the halachik consensus of that era, decides between the poskim and closes era,
e.g. Y (and to a far lesser degree, the Mishneh Brurah).® The closing of an era, if
definitive, means that no-one can then argue on the psakim of that era. The Amoraim can no
longer argue with the Tennaim, the Rishonim with the Amoraim, and the Achonim with the
Rishonim. Even within an era, the later authorities of that era will be more careful to argue
with the earlier authorities than with their contemporaries.

In the case where two major poskim disagree, we are usually Machmir if the issue is a
DeOraasa and Meikel if it is a DeRabanan’. Although this concept may reflect a position of
pov, it still has nwyTpP’, and the pos that is decided on is no longer a sofek for those who

comprised a Sanhedrin, which has a Torah proscribed number of 71. According to this, there were 71
with a voting right, although 120 participated in the discussion.
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* Sometimes, a machlokes continues for many generations before such a consensus emerges. A
good example is kitniyos which Ashkenazim do not eat on Pesach. The SMAK already mentions the
minhag approvingly but others, the Tur and the Beis Yosef amongst them, disapprove. As late a
posek as the Chacham Tzvi opposed the minhag, but it held fast. Now the minhag has reached
consensus; the machlokes has moved on to finer issues (i.e. at a time where there is not enough
food, can we allow the Tzibur to make kitniyos matzos; if so do they have to be made exactly like
wheat matzos, etc.).

21770 RN R72wN N’
® So for example, some Rishonim held that a woman was allowed to wear Tefilin, but not a single
Acharon has paskened this way. (There are many things which were not resolved even in the
Shulchan Aruch, and even if they were, they did not determine the final halacha. Nevertheless, all
observant circles accept the Shulchan Aruch together with the Ramoh as the authority to which all
halacha must relate. The Mishneh Brurah, though widely accepted, did not achieve the same status.)
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follow it'. Those who follow the poa of their pv1o are considered to have kept the n7n even
if the n29n is later shown to be different from the ruling®: D>p receive a special xNY©
v, if not wmipn MM, and this is especially true of works like the 7y9y 05w which have
become accepted by the whole of YN Y95°. In general, though, all pvs involves xny'©
onwT as well’,
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This applied, to some degree, even during the time of the Sanhedrin. According to the Ramban, a
Talmid Chacham was entitled to disagree with the Sanhedrin, even after they had expressed an
opinion, as long as he had not placed his arguments in front of them and they had, upon hearing what
he had to say, definitively ruled that the halacha is not like him. In fact, until that time, if they were
lenient and he felt the halacha ought to be stringent, he was not allowed to act leniently:
MRVU? 1NN? RO 11X ,017 VINW? 170 1°R ,0NXR11N2 1WY0 120 X170 ... TR NUKRT U0 2D Mo 17201
.973D NJTNN MR ONUT 22p7 171 0701 ... 1"17N100 2220 170 0K U721 ... .17 710X 1271
If he listens to them prior to their final psak, he may actually have to bring a nxun:
1178 2D WD 7201 ,0R7110? "R R101,1000 K17 DT T721770:R R MI1....277 07 710
Going back to our times, Rabbi Shlomo Kluger writes approvingly of a Chacham who challenged the
Rav’s psak, saying that he erred in permitting it. In that particular case, the chacham happened to
have been right in the end, but that, says Rab Kluger is irrelevant:
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Otherwise the following rule applies:
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This rule applies to the posek; not to the person asking the sheelah. The latter is entitled to, indeed is
required to, follow whatever answer he is given from the posek to whom he asks. Even as a principle
for a posek, many qualifications apply, and our intention is not to give a methodology of how to
pasken shealos. Rather, our intention is to show that even in our times, principles exist whereby the
halacha can be clarified. The cessation of the Sanhedrin did not lead to the end of the Halachik
process.
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CHAPTER F: onon

i-Qualifications
a-Qualifications to be a Torah Sage
b-Guardians of the n9on

ii-Mandate to be the Interpreters of the H9n

iii-nwn
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i) Qualifications
There were several qualifications required to become a member of the Sanhedrin, many of
them applicable to a great sage of any generation'.

The Sages had to be masters of Torah knowledge’. They had to be able to use their
Torah knowledge to understand all new and relevant applications of the Torah®. They had to
be what the Rambam calls N2y ny7 *oya, which can possibly mean that their whole thinking
had to be in harmony with that of the Torah’s so that every insight they had and all advice
they gave on any issue would be pure Torah.

All Rabbis who have become ©po5 are expected to use their nyT to be ¥151n what
the No5n is in each situation. This requires the taking the various halachic opinions into
account, comparing the case in front of them with the case about which they are judging, and
deciding the relevance of the unique variables in front of them.

77N nyT is an extension of this to other, non-Halachic areas of life normally defined
as mw1 »2a71. These may involve personal issues relating to self, marriage or children,
medical and legal issues, or political and financial issues. NN NY7T is as its name implies: the
extension of that ny7 which emanates from pure N7 0 into areas which are not clearly labeled
as nn.*

To be a member of the Sanhedrin, the Sages had to speak a majority of the languages
of the world, because they had to hear testimony directly and not rely on translators’. In
addition, since halacha both impacts on worldly wisdom and takes into consideration current
scientific and medical opinion, the Sages had to have a basic knowledge of astrology and
medicine’. They had to be familiar with the multiple idolatrous practices of the time in order
to assess them and decide their status'.
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In 1 "2 779, the Rambam states that for any Chacham to receive even a limited Semicha he had to
be N212 NN 222 N1MIN? MR,
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Rashi might be referring to those shealos which the Gemorrah and the poskim do not directly talk
about (i.e. cloning, in vitro fertilization, etc.). Rashi explains that a Navon is someone who is
productive in his Torah teachings even when he is not specifically challended by a shealo or a
Kashya. This may be a reference to Daas Torah issues; issues which require a Torah attitude to be
formulated even where they cannot be reduced to a halachik question.

* Pachad Yitzchak (17 muiam) states that while 11N nuT on pure Torahdik issues was the domain
of the Sanhedrin, it was the King who was in charge of muw1 127, including nvw n&1in. The King,
in turn, had to be appointed by the Sanhedrin.
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6 Although as we see the Sages did have to have worldly wisdom, they did not have access to all the
scientific progress of the centuries which followed. The question arises whether they were
authoritative even when the halacha seemed to require such knowledge, or whether such halacha
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gets “updated”, so to speak, according to the progress of the times. A famous example is the 1'n of
animals; in those days, the 0'nm may have killed the animal, rendering it a Treifa, but in our days
the 01m may be curable. Although the specific example requires special treatment, there were often
different opinions on these matters:
View One: Rabbi Avraham ben HaRambam:
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To be eligible for the P97M)o, a sage had to have a broad range of character traits and
integrity. He had to have wisdom, humility’, and fear of heaven’. He had to be non-
materialistic, a lover of people, well liked* and in good standing in the community’. A Beis
Din of 3 had to have these 7 qualities as well, even though they did not have to have the other
qualities®. As leaders, members of the Sanhedrin had to energetically and passionately be
willing to accept responsibility’, stand up to people, be outraged by oppression® and all
manner of untruth and moral perversion’, feel themselves accountable to G-d rather than
man, and use their wisdom to wend their way through the complications that, as servants of
G-d, they would then face'.

In order to command maximum respect, these Sages even had to be physically
attractive'', trustworthy'?, wealthy and non-materialistic enough not to be dependent on
favors'?, yet not materialistic and money hungry'*.

Every Sage was required to practice what he knew at the highest levels'’. The
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Tanchuma states that he should simultaneously be modest yet well known for his righteous
deeds’. If he was not, we did not listen to him, no matter how much he knew?. This is because
there is a relationship between truth and good character. For example, someone who would
get angry, says the Maharal, would want to impose his opinion only because he was angry.
This would be a sure formula for missing the truth’. In the disputes between Beis Hillel and
Beis Shammai, the halacha is like Beis Hillel in almost every case just because they were so
concerned to hear what Beis Shamai had to say. This required great patience, humility and an
appreciation of others and their opinions®. Therefore, without good character traits, one
cannot reach the truth.

Another fascinating example is the case of the Bnei Beseira’. The question arose
whether the Korban Pesach could be brought when Erev Pesach fell on Shabbos (when
Shechita and Bishul are prohibited). The Bnei Beseira did not know and referred the matter to
Hillel, who had emigrated from Bavel to Israel. 95n resolved the dispute. Seeing that Hillel
was a superior Talmid Chacham to themselves, they immediately stepped down as heads of
the Sanhedrin and appointed Hillel in their stead.

Humility, and where appropriate, shame®, is a handmaiden of truth and therefore of
wisdom. Lies may be clever, devious or sophisiticated, but they can never be wise’. In the
Mishneh in Eduyos, Hillel and Shammai had a dispute. In the end, two common weavers
from the Dung Gate testified that the n55n from Shmaya and Avtalyon was like neither of
them, at which Hillel and Shammai, together with the ©»5n, agreed that the n25n should be
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like the common weavers'. The next Mishneh asks why Hillel and Shammai’s opinions were
mentioned at all in the previous mwn if the N35n was not like them, and the Sages reply that
it was to teach us that, in the face of truth, no-one should stick to his gunsz. The lesson of
Hillel and Shammai, the greatest Sages of their time, was that they were able to accept the
opinion of the simplest people the moment they saw that it was the truth’.

If a Sage had all these qualities he would also be blessed with one more ingredient, a
result of having these qualities and understanding that it was required of him to take
responsibility for the Jewish people. This quality was Ruach HaKodesh, which insured that
the decisions the Sages rendered would be Torah true’. Human logic is such that it lends
itself to seeing different possibilities. The final choice of the Sages, however, was not only
logical, but also Divinely assisted’. The way the Gemorrah expresses this is that from the
time of the destruction of the Temple, prophecy was removed from the prophets and given to
the Sages®. This prophecy of the Sages, says the Ramban, is Ruach HaKodesh’. In fact, says
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This humility also nurtures a sense of the huge responsibility to which the Rabbinic leadership held
themselves accountable to the nation. They had to relate to the nation with honor and even a certain
sense of awe. This would prevent any individual Sage or group of Sages from arrogantly presenting

his views, given his awareness of the huge consequences of any decision, especially a wrong one:
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* A remarkable example of this is brought in the Gemorrah Bava Kama:
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Shimon HaAmsani was making here a major move. His disciples, who naturally had been attending

many lectures of his and who had been deciding halachos based on his teachings, were

dumbfounded at his retraction. “But what will be of all your drashos?”, they cried. To which he

answered — just as | received Heavenly reward on what | taught, so | will receive Heavenly reward on
what | do not teach -
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This situation continued until Rebbe Akiva came along and taught that the words 1" 7"p12® 'T NR

come to tell us that we should also be in awe of Talmidei Chachamim.
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Rav Wolbe', we have an unbroken chain of such Ruach HaKodesh in all the Sages of each
generation to this very day. Although it is hard to know who has or does not have this quality,
it is apparent that some people who have mastered Torah were nevertheless not integrated
enough to receive Ruach HaKodesh and therefore were not accepted by the nation as a Sage®.

In combining all of these qualities, we portray a depth of insight and wisdom so
beautiful and fitting of the Sages of the Jewish Nation’.

The Sages are the guardians of the n1on; their insight is based on prophecy® and by
the consensus of a large group®. They are the interpreters of the N n°, and there is a positive
commandment to listen to the Sages' interpretation of the oral law’. There is also a negative
command not to dispute the Sages’ final determination of halacha determined through the »
m7n and through the Kabalah which they have received®.

The Ramban stresses that there is no difference between laws determined by our
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®See Chapter G for the mandate to make DeRabanans.
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Sages and those which were received by Moshe at Har Sinai', for the Torah was given in
such a way that it required the Sages to interpret it. In fact, most of the laws in the Torah
cannot be understood from the words of the Torah alone®. Without this mandate, the NN
would be a mysterious document for us’. Thus, the interpretation of the Sages of any
generation becomes the nn which bwn commanded us to keep at >»o*. Even if by the
highest standards of our own human logic they appear to be wrong, as wrong as confusing
left with right’, G-d testifies through this Mitzvah that this is not so°. For, if we were all left
to make our own interpretations of the Torah, a thousand individual religions would bloom,
and none would be Judaism’. This is why the case of xn Jpt, a Sage who ultimately
refuses to accept the authority of the Sanhedrin, is such a serious thingg. To be a Zaken
Mamreh one had to be an outstanding Talmid Chacham who refused to accept the final
decision of the Sanhedrin, and continued to pasken for people according to his own, original
postion’. Such a person was arrested, taken to Jerusalem, and publicly executed on the next
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festival,'. Anyone who knows even a smattering of how Torah death sentences were
implemented will realize what an astonishing approach this was. Only if one realized that G-
d’s entire plan for the world was being threatened by this Sage can one make some sense of
the penalty.

According to the Chinuch, the Mitzvah of listening to our Sages applies not only to
listening to the Sanhedrin, but also to the great Sages of each generation2. The Gemorrah
learns this from the verse ©nN 02 MM IWNR VMWD Y13, which is interpreted to mean that
even if the Sages of a particular generation are not as great as in a previous generation, they
still have binding authority on their generation4.

ii) Mandate to be the interpreters of the Torah

According the Rambam and others’, the Rabbinic decrees are included in the Mitzvah of &Y
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7o and Ty 9WR NN %2 Yy’ This is also learned out from the verse in Vayikra that states,
yNINwN Nx DNy, which the Sages explained’ as 'nnwnd nnwn ywn®: Since G-d tells us
to listen to the Sages, it is as if every Rabbinic decree is commanded by G-d Himself’. The
Sages, in a sense, are but fleshing out the details of the Torah command®. G-d Himself would
have commanded us to keep these Rabbinic commands, but He preferred to delegate this
dimension of spiritual creativity to mankind ’. According to the Maharal, this is because
these dimensions of the Torah are not pure sechel like those written in the Torah itself. Just as
there are laws not written in the Torah but delegated to the realm of nature, so too there are
laws delegated to man to reveal and promulgate®.
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We already dealt with the issue of whether the mipn after the time of 2"n are also subsumed under

this Mitzvah. However, the basic logic of later Takanos remains the same:

1913 27T TI0RTN TITA0 ANW” “TIN?0N 1M1 003N NIPR3 020N 1171 177 "0 NIPn”7 0 R 177 20 11771 189

11°DN NIRTIN 9D 001971 N2 V19WU? 0°RAN TMIN? 1170071 ANINWN A1I%070 NANT1?7 R'ANA 1271 U710 7D
“ON7°T WR1AN1 0T NUPA NNRA 10T 0771 2232 1172717 “IRIW 0317 ARW 111 77100 177 20 1N1-Rk0nd1

7 ®1p?

n7apn1anxa 3

00 NWTN X202 1"D1 7109 TID 00 XR'ANW 171X 12717 223 N2V ‘0Na 1"'D 4

M7 0 11277 22 MU 0?0 M7 TI2IN0 RN 18 1 P70 ®70 071910 11T D10Np L, 0TID0 paipa 1o
07210710 2D 1720710 MPW1P IR P1°N 190 N°1RnT 070 0707 11%7

11PN1 TN 1RA1 21730 772 TXN 270" 017?70 17270 "1702 NUn? MMKRIW 11720 :R W0 0721n177 1120112 172n7 6
790 2D 1W119) L2231 AN Y191 ATl XK?XR "1°0 NT1'MXRA 01712 07970 1R 1701 NWN? 073 1I0XR3 123 178 TIR
(R WL N1IXN0N

:0"1p DN KN 2'mn’
MIXW IR 7177 1207 ... AN 700 180 233 17101 7700 1IN0 0 Nndn 0717 DT 717 ... 17871 TIPnT 23
117N 12T KW 11197 N¥IN 0710 R?2R ,AN8Y 7171102 07N° R171 00770

NR W07 170 "P17R 720 11°R0 12T 71207 DA AT 2019 7700 MRT,7MA7 P17R 220 Q100 1270 27
IR N0 IR OTRA NINY20 R0 07NN 00N0 T 207 ,21097 70 10XR 21097 DA0N 1700 113 023NN
("D7277 2 NNMN DUP NOKRT
The Maharal is talking specifically about new 11277 nnixn (The fourth category under methodology,
below.) Nevertheless, his comments are, in the broadest sense, applicable to the wider range of
DeRabanans.
According to the n12"n1 (2271 '0 N12'n1) and the Mnan W ("N2W17" 17T (110N R?) R 1’9 0'VIIW NWI9 ), a
RN 1IRT is intrinsically forbidden, whereas a 112717 mxn, even after the Sages forbid it, does not gain
intrinsic status:
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There are many different levels of 177 mn¥n'. In addition, there are certain
DeOraisas that were given to the Sages to define”. However, the Sages were not permitted to
prohibit something that was clearly permitted by the Torah®. Nevertheless, within the scope
of their mandate, they could make a Rabbinic Decree even more powerful than a Torah
decree®. All 297 Tn¥n are an integral part of the n1n° and a part of the intended scope of
the Torah to begin with.®

Since the decrees of the Sages are an extension of the N7 N, and since the Sages are
the guardians of the NnMon, disobeying Rabbinic decrees undermines the whole chain of
continuity and viability of the N n on earth. Therefore, the punishment for disobeying
Rabbinic decrees is severe’.

' See 07an1 — mMMwn? AnTpPR and ®°N 0N NIR? 17990 ANTN9 0°TIn 19, See also the Mabit in his

Kiryat Sefer, 779 nmTpi.

2 For example, Shitas Rashi is that the Melachos of Chol Hamoed are DeOraisa. However, the
specifics of which Melachos are prohibited and which are permitted were left in the hands of the
Sages.
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The Ritva understands that the Chachamim saw a hint in the Torah of all that they decreed. This was
an indication to them that HaSh-m wanted these decrees all along:
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The Sages themselves were critically aware of the fact that they were making
legislation for times and circumstances in the future when things might be different. They
were profoundly careful not to make any legislation which might become dated or which
might not apply to any set of circumstances. They therefore looked very deeply at universals
in human psychology and makeup, and drew on deep principles that would be applicable for
all time. In this, they were operating at a level called wmpn MM, a phenomenally high
spiritual level, which allows access to a much higher plane of understanding.

Part of this understanding comes from the phenomenal mastery of the n7n which the
Sages had. This mastery gave them an understanding of the deep structure of the world. It is
this same understanding which allows contemporary Halachik authorities to draw on N9
principles to answer questions about genetics, the stock exchange or the internet.

Despite operating at such a high level, the Sages were still very wary of making any
decree. Many hundreds, and often thousands, of Sages would discuss each and every point
before a decree would be made. Sometimes, such discussion would continue for decades, and
sometimes over many generations.

iii) own
When nown comes, there will no longer be 97yavinl as every Jew will understand everything
from the 57awvn. During the Messianic Era, there will be no distractions from dedicating

IWRIW ... IWTAW AN2A)... PN TNIND 1AW N2 K10 1130 27120 100 R0 "3 1770 Nu™T
2D 2172 100 2R1W7 17290 "IRIW TNXRA .1712370 90 A0N2 1INKRI 1283 T 11N NNK 17°7) 2D 0°Non 10"
R?W 1112 PN 2 NNNA DUPN "UTAWN WITTH) 0113 702 10D 01X T0KRN 111812 TNXUN 00 172p0 11
(AT IR DYPNT 121 1P7N1
X3 1"217°D
N 177 01727V 12107 01910 1271 NULN ®?1 70D 7711 1270 71710 1271 071910 1272 1m°
(1" 97T) TW 277NN
RUIN 11771 12RWN 1M T 1131 R0 WX 2R 21IPN°0 "DAVN 12T RON X171 TR ,"DIA0 R0 TR TTR "D 71N
77102 WNY 22p* ®20 171N 127N 0™1910 1272 071" ... 7271 ... I'P17R 1172
T- 71 MR 2100 12100 V01 DY
170 moT
M1'N MK T™N3N 12T 2D 12101 22X 7700 "W90N3 WI* 1% 119N 1UXR TN 17110 12T 2D 12100 2870 "3
T10" T'NIN "12TW MR ... AN 200" 73721 11°120 TN 22X N9 pN1 1% MT21N0 1700 ®? 1710 127 N1
] 1112 N2WNN1 2" NNN7A DUR "U"A0N U11TH) .00 NXRT P1190 MRV 11N 00127 2D 12100 AR N2
(NTN2 POIV 17XRW ™M "3 112 P17 2" TANN VYR 12100 270"
According to the 1”1n7, one who transgresses a 11217 n1x¥n transgresses a positive and a negative
command. It was the Sages in turn who rendered these Rabbinic Mitzvos to be more lenient:
TIU1 277N ,AN0R N?27J0 , 072N "97 R WU 011307 190 2D 1100 1727
1TUN R?1,00™M2T 222 00PN MR, R?2197 11277 XP'90 RINID INIRW 7107 21710 MUIT 27N
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The exception to this may be a n1aw on naw. At the beginning of his naw m2J%?n, the 1N21wWN 117V brings
the 721" who says in the name of the 17an71 that the mmaw are in fact kn1x7. (If this were not the
case, it would be permissible, xn1ix, to spend the whole of Shabbos doing business, in
contradiction to the whole idea of Shabbos.) However, the o0'nmiaw were given over to the Sages to
define. The only difference between a maw and a ®n"11xT is in the punishment. Lehalacha, however,
we apply to the mmaw all the n171p of a 11277. For example a 1UX 01PN 1R M¥N T1PNA MAWT N1AW is
nn.
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n'wn’s job will be to teach the o"":
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one’s life to spiritualityl. Each Jew will be capable of understanding the truth by himself2
and will understand the Torah at a much deeper level than we are able to do now. Therefore,
the Halacha will be like Beis Shammai, whose Torah is deeper than that of Beis Hillel, too
deep for us to fully appreciate in pre-Messianic eras3.
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In fact, at the time of NN 1NN, 2x7W" 222 were approaching this level:
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CHAPTER G: 1277 T8N

i-Mandate

ii-Methodology & Scope (Different Types of y3397 nnsn)
a-0oN°2) NN
b-XN212ON

C-NMINN 1M 93T NYPY

iii-How could the Sages of then have understood my situation? Therefore, why

should I listen to 5’n?
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CHAPTER G: ypar71mmsn

i) Mandate

The nWn commands us to listen to our Sages', which is as if own Himself
commanded us to keep each $277 msn’. In fact, own would have actually commanded us to
fulfill these My, but He wanted the inspiration to come from within us®. 277 nnsn are
therefore an integral part of the "1n*, and the same holds true for npn that were established
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Certainly, the Rambam writes, there can be np12nn amongst the Sages on those 1127Ts which are
020, for one Sage may see the need for such a 17"0 and another may not. (M wn? IMTRN).

But:
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The Ritva understands that the Chachamim saw a hint in the Torah for all that they decreed. This was
an indication to them that HaSh-m wanted these decrees all along:

R7R 13 MWD? "RIW 172p7 "D 2109710 11 RNINOR U0 1N 230 :(9102) D77 RN 177 .79 MIUN UKR7 ®719™M

RXNM 7237971 77 17" 10X 12T "9 7D N0V 07N 1%7" OX ... "VAP? ... T™MIN? 170071 121N 1WAP R?20

ORAL LAW: Page 75



even after the time of 9”30 |. own did not want these commandments to have NR»INT status,
however.?

Since the decrees of the Sages are an extension of the Nn7n and the Sages are the
guardians of the nMon, disobeying Rabbinic decrees undermines the whole chain of
continuity and viability of the 770 on earth. As a result, the punishment for disobeying
Rabbinic decrees is very severe”.
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2 The exception to this may be a maw on naw. At the beginning of his naw ma2n, the 1M21wn 711V
brings the 8”201 who says in the name of the 17an1 that the mmaw are in fact xnm&7. (If this were
not the case, it would be permissible, xn"118, to spend the whole of Shabbos doing business, in
contradiction to the whole idea of Shabbos.) However, the n'niaw were given over to the Sages to
define. The only difference between a maw and a ¥n"11xT is in the punishment. Lehalacha, however,
we apply all the m?1p of a 11217 to the mmaw. For example, a 1WX 01PN 1R 11X¥N 01PN MAWT MV is
anm.
According to the 07an7, one who transgresses a 11217 m¥n transgresses a positive and a
negative command. According to this a 11117 should be stricter than a straight 1x7.
(R WIW MIXNMN 11907 1"N1ALN2 072070 20 172070 N0pnw 1n21)
170 moT
1MnN T097 D1PN2A 02T 1TMUN ®R?21,00™M2T 222 08PN 1K1, R2197 11217 XP'90 RINI1 IMIRW 1Nl
an3 121 27T 072N NDT 107 1NN 120 1910 R0 07 23 ,1I01PN 12102 210 017 INNv21 017120 7120 "9Mm
MINIRY NI2RW 1R W™ 2" NANN DUP 910 "V 207 WITTHA) 0910 190 9101 U19n
70 "P17R 230 1R 12T ,77ANT 00N AT 2019 0700 IR LINA? TR17R 230 X100 12T 27700
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The Maharal is talking specifically about new 11277 nnixn (The fourth category under methodology,
below.) Nevertheless, his comments are, in the broadest sense, applicable to the wider range of
DeRabanans.
According to the (271 '0) N12*'M and the MNJN JWN - "MW1 77T 10N R? R 1" '9 T'UI1W NWI9)),
a XN 7RT is intrinsically forbidden, whereas a 112717 n1xn, even after the Sages forbid it, does not gain
intrinsic status:
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ii) Methodology & Scope

There are many different levels of Y177 mmyn', and in addition, there are certain
NTINT MN8N that were given over to the Sages to define®. The Sages, however, were not
permitted to prohibit something which was clearly permitted by the Torah®. Nevertheless,
within the scope of their mandate, they could make a Rabbinic Decree even more powerful
than a Torah decree’. Three of the most powerful of the 13277 nnxn include YN I,
MNONOK, and 1NN Y 92T NVPY°.

RUIN 7170 12RWN N1 TN 7121 R BRI 2R 1IPN°0 DAV 1272 KON R OXR "DV R0 IWR OTRA "D 7101
/71102 WND 22p* R?2W 71710 71270 071910 1272 107 ... 7371 ... 077p17R 112Ta
T- 71 TR 2100 N21WN “IWWa D"V
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1M MK 0MIN 12T 20 12107 228 77070 "0900 01U 1% 119N 10X TN 71710 72T 2D 12100 2810 "2
TIO" TMIN 11270 INR ... A7 270" 7321 117720 T¥0 73R N9 P 1% MT2N 71700 &7 7070 7127 I
3 112 110N 2NN VYR D00 ©1177) 00 IR P90 MRYA 1710 007127 20 12107 AR 1 1T
(N7IN2 PUID 17RO N "3 712 PN 2 INNA DR 12107 2R10°

' See 0’an1 — mMwn? AnTpPR and ®°N DM NTIR? 17992 ANTN9 0°TIn 19, See also the Mabit in his
Kiryat Sefer, 779 nnTpn.

2 For example, Shitas Rashi is that the Melachos of Chol Hamoed are DeOraisa. However, the
specifics of which Melachos are prohibited and which are permitted were left in the hands of the
Sages.
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> In his 1712 1®3, the 211N brings 4 levels of Rabbinic decrees:
A —10"1910 "M1T:
These are not Rabbinic at all — they are actually xn"1xT. (See the 0"722 "®w1 on the 0"1n7 at the
beginning of mw'® M2?7n where he calls qUd "W1TP — 01910 *12TN since, unlike MR "WITR, it is not
mentioned explicitly in the 109 but rather needs to be learned from a nw n1'1)
B — xnanuox: see below

C — 301774 (these are also called n171°13 - N1MIWN? NNTPN :07AN7) :
:(DW) 1?2120 X2
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There is a separate 111N mandate for the making of 0"10:
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With regard to ©>x>20n nnsn, there is a principle that nothing will be added to the
NN after wan nwnrs timel, and as such, a N2) has no more status than another o5n in
interpreting the N n. All ©n2) were D 5N as a prerequisite for NNy, but they interpreted
mn in their capacity as a ban using 7NN NN and not as a XX using NI >, A N>
cannot change the N, yet he can introduce mm¥n which are not of N status*, and can
also introduce a nyw nxn . In some ways, the prophet was not as great as the sage’.

See the 2x710" nx9n at the end of 1'%, the last of the Mesechtos (1 m1nwv), the cursive script, for a

listing of these new 11277 Mxn. (In the Rambam’s M 1wun? nTpn, instead of this category he brings

the npn which he defines as:
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According to Tosafos, Chazal had the same power as prophets to uproot even a negative

commandment as a NuW NXR.
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® What we mean here is that the prophet was not as great, in his capacity as a prophet as a sage (or
as he himself is in his capacity of a sage).
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However, all prophets were sages.

An NXnonoN is the highest level of Rabbinic decrees. It is not simply a »ayT for
which
5”0 then found a hint in a P9 after the fact which supported and strengthened it; rather,
57 n first saw the NnoNON hinted at in the 709 and from that understood that own wanted
them, Y’wn, to make such a decree. For some reason, the n7yn did not want to make such a
decree explicit, which would render this 8n»9187; rather, own wanted this particular thing to
have the status of a 277, and therefore only hinted at it in the o109 ' As a result, the Pri
Megadim goes so far as to say that an Xn2nON has special status, and we may not be 2 pn
when there is a Pav regarding an XNINON’ .

With regard to N7 nn 1 927 npy, Chazal were given the power to create restrictions
that were stronger than Torah prohibitions’. For example, Chazal could tell one not to fulfill a
nwy mxn * where this was necessary as a >»o or for n»1an T12°. However, there were
limitations to this’.
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iii) How could the sages of then understood my situation? Therefore
why should I listen to 5/1n?

Based on this information, we can understand how the Sages of previous generations
had the ability to understand and relate to contemporary circumstances. The mandate of the
Sages comes from the N itself. It is the N9 which tells us to listen to the Sages and to the
legislation which they might make, thereby giving G-d’s legitimacy to all of the Sages’
decrees. The Sages were enormously brilliant and insightful people who were masters not
only of all the nmn wisdom but of the seventy languages and much other secular wisdom as
well, and there were many prophets amongst them. They were critically aware that they were
making legislation for times and circumstances in the future when things would, very
possibly, be different. They were profoundly careful not to make any legislation which might
become dated or which might not apply to any set of circumstances. They therefore looked
very deeply at universals in human psychology and makeup, and drew on deep principles that
would be applicable for all time. In this, they were operating at a level called v1pn N, a
phenomenally high spiritual level, which allows access to a much higher plane of
understanding.

Part of this understanding comes from the phenomenal mastery of the n7n which the
Sages had. This mastery gave them an understanding of the deep structure of the world. It is
this same understanding that allows contemporary Halachik authorities to draw on nn
principles to answer questions about genetics, the stock exchange or the internet.

Despite operating at such a high level, the Sages were still very wary of making any
decree. Many hundreds and often thousands of Sages would discuss each and every point
before a decree would be made. Sometimes such discussion would continue for decades, and
sometimes over many generations'.

' To understand what the Sages were up to, imagine an extremely valuable, crystal-glass bow! lying
at the edge of a table. Although it is firmly on the table it can be knocked off very easily. What the
Sages did was to take the bowl and put it in the middle of the table. In doing so, the bowl will not fall
off even if the table is knocked. Similarly, our commandments are so precious that the Sages ensured
that even if we bump something over (transgress), we will still have the commandments intact, safely
guarded in the middle of the table by the edicts and decrees of the Rabbis.
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CHAPTER H: MIDRASH

i)Definition & Purpose

The wAm' is commonly defined as the non-Halachic wisdom of the Sages.2 There are
many midrashic works3, some of which are later collections of earlier ©w 1. The Agadata
contained in the Talmud is particularly important,4 as the Talmud represents the primary
record of the Ns Yyaw nnn.

In his introduction to 2 P5n of the 7w >y, Rav Wolbe brings a summary of the
Maharal’s »¢wn 982 of the NY1n X2 on the Agadata. Rav Wolbe explains that NN 27T are
considered NN just like the rest of NN that was given at >»o. He also adds that ©wyT)
cannot be questioned, and therefore, we cannot learn m25n from XNTIN’.

Rav S.R. Hirsch® explains that the nnnynw (halachik rulings) are made up of things
heard (ynv). ... The XxnTN are made up of the ideas which have occurred to each one, of
what each one has related (7). ... [XnnynV] came to an end with the completion of the
Gemara, the collection of the nnnynw. The production of NnTIN, however, is free and
capable of enlargement at all times.

Whereas a relevant no9n can never be ignored, agados only become relevant and
applicable if understood’.

! Agadata (Aramaic) or Agadot (Hebrew)
2 \When it appears in the Talmud, it is known as Agadata

® Besides all the Agadata on Shas (collected in the 1pu" 1"1), the other, primary arrangement is
around the Chumash (or Nach or sections thereof). These include the Midrash Raba, the Yalkut
Shimoni, the Tanchuma, Pirkei DeRebi Eliezer (Raba and Zutra — these are not around the parsha),
Yalkut Shmuel, Yalkut HaMekiri (Tehilim and Mishlei) and many others.
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v convey fundamentals of Judaism' from a faith as well as from a character
development point of view.> Much of this is contained in the Kabbalistic wisdom.’> The
D)W Tn are written in code, designed to hide the deeper meaning of the text to anyone who
has not been given the keys to unlock it.* Some of the D W TN appear strange because the
Sages had a more complete overview of all types of wisdom than we do.”

v also serve to clarify the meaning of N verses.’ There are many rules that
govern the methodology of interpretation; some of these rules are general and some are

(MM2JMi 2D IMKN) N3Nl PVN 0R°D 2’

MNWI2W?7 MTINN IR P21 2D W20 MK "N121

NPIN? 0°WPIAN 1"AW NUT? MNTRN1 MDIN-R

RN T*INT1 N'R1T 20 MI900 MTaNn0 um-1

on1227 MUKW N3N N1T10 2D 1IRWIW 020N 10 MTANNW0 w-2
2"TINTN RANW MTIR 20 1NWRIN 071NN P20 00 127K 2230 X117

2 71RA 2770 D710 373 17D (NIN7 20 MKRn) Mp12R 18 N1oin?
3 See below, Kabbala

TN 70 nan 27nn?
MIPTUT NTINN N0 PPN 20 12 T2 WIn? ' MIR1LL.NTIAN AT 2IN27 271N? ®R1IN0 an L NUT 123 00
R 2722 P10 1" 07T NIXNGA MR "3 A1 .NTI0N P2N? "R1 NIXNN P2N7 IR¥N0 11PN 'R IR .N1R2R01
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In this regard, it is no different from the more obvious Kabbalistic texts, such as the Zohar, the Sefer
HaBahir and the Sefer HaYetzira. The midrash is different only in terms of where it might be found, in
that it serves other purposes (see text below), in that it is less obviously hiding mystical secrets than
the kabbalistic wisdom and in the fact that by appearing in the central work of the sages, the Talmud,
it was intended to have a certain status and was meant to be studied by everyone at some level.
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local'. These rules, revealing many different layers of understanding, require great wisdom
to all be reconciled within any one verse. Inconsistent application of a single one of these
rules can lead to a false interpretation of the verse, and as such, they have to be used
precisely’. The rules of interpretation were given with the N at >»o. It would be
unthinkable that G-d would give His 71 to mankind, but not the keys needed to understand
that N7 n correctly, as this would mean that the keys to the n9n are still in heaven. However,
we say of the whole N that NN Dwa N9,

122p 27T N ,m2n NXp 1R ,N1"NIR NXP1...711N177 13 02 1%17...718%221 21137 %70 A1 72210 , X171 00 1700
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UTIPN "2N0N 21M3 02 1R 0K

" i-The w1 or intended meaning of the verse
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ii-A ™1 — not the overall, intended meaning of the verse — but an idea nevertheless contained within
the verse through some of its words or some of its letters.
iii-A second event — in the future or the past of the event being described in the vwa of the verse.
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ii) Methodology

Although occasionally a w770 is meant to be taken literally', the main way the w70
is communicated is through various kinds of symbolism. One has to be taught the symbolism
in order to unlock the secrets of the Agados in ©”v and in other ©w ) as well. This ensures
that those who are not suited or ready to understand the secrets contained therein will not
have access to them. Those who have not had access to these keys of understanding have
taken the w171 at face value, and their ignorance has led them to ridicule o>w70.?

There are many works® that show how exact, deep and meaningful each detail in
every waTn is’. One method of symbolism the Sages used was the scientific imagery and
wisdom that is available at their time. The Sages were not attempting to teach us science;
rather, they were using the science of their times to convey universally applicable moral and
spiritual truths. However, it is true that the physical world exactly parallels the higher,
spiritual worlds”.
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CHAPTER I: THE no3p

i-What is the nbap?
ii-Reasons for Learning nYap
a-Most importantly, it increases our own nMay
b-To know evil and how to fight it
¢-Only thus is it possible to properly fulfill the Mn of 0n Ny, of really
knowing own
d-It is the way to know more deeply why tw#n created the world, how He runs it
and will bring it to its completion .
e-It teaches us how to fulfill the M of 5973 nodM
f-To know how to access own's ©N9N M1NH
g-A deeper understanding of 5/n:
h-Learning N3 is not superior to learning n9» (X99)):
i-Is our generation any different?
iii-The Hebrew Language and the nbap
iv-A History of the nbap
v-Limitations on Learning
vi-The Dangers of Learning n>a{ Prematurely
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CHAPTER I: THE nvap

i) What is the n5ap ?

The n5ap is known as NN »no, the hidden secrets of the N N, because it is not
revealed to everyone'. It represents all of reality between the manifestation of G-d outside of
His essence until just before this world of nwynn o9y’. The wisdom of nNYap as the MoN of
knowing the mamn of 'n in clear detail’.

Some of the well-known kabbalistic works of 70 include* the Zohar, Zohar
Chadash, Tikkunei Zohar, Sefer HaYetzira, Sefer HaBahir, n512>n »p99, X701 D27 NN,
MYIN NOon, and OOYIN VITH MY 0 wATn. In addition, the Snpa writes in Yy MNN
NNTNN that the XnTHN in the 803 is full of Kabbalistic secrets”.

Many of the works studied today have numerous kabbalistic references that are brought down
in a filtered form that is more readily understood by our generation. These include »90
mTon, the works of the 5911, the 57NN, the 8793, the yONN anon and others .

ii) Reasons for learning nbap

Since all of G-d’s Torah represents His will and the means by which we can have a
relationship with Him, we are supposed to learn as much of the Torah as we can. Someone
who willingly gives up on some of this Torah is depriving himself of certain dimensions of
spirituality®. This includes the Kabbalistic wisdom as well’.
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* See Gateway to the Talmud (x”u"20 M2 "2% 1"®N 21771 "D TIN?N? X12n) who mentions 18
kabbalistic works of Chazal.

® See the chapter on Midrash above.
® See below where we discuss the dangers of learning Kabbala.
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There are many reasons to learn nvap as well as positive effects gained.! Most
importantly, learning nbap increases our bwn N7y > It teaches us the ways of serving
HaSh-m in practical form, specifically making us aware of the cosmic dimensions of each
msn. This causes us to become more alert to the significance of our actions® and has
practical implications as well®.

Secondly, learning n9ap helps us recognize evil and know how to fight it’. In
addition, only through learning nYap is it possible to properly fulfill the mxn of oPN Ny™,
of really knowing HaSh-m®. nbap is the way to know more deeply why own created the
world, how He runs it and will bring it to its completion. This knowledge strengthens our
faith.

nYap also teaches us how to fulfill the msn of Y3772 navm ’. Furthermore, n9ap
gives us the ability to know how to access bwn’s ©»nIn MTn. Not only do we need to
understand HaSh-m’s Midos and Hanhagos in order to be able to walk in His ways, but we

MMWI? TWIRW 7N 73 DT W W TV 212732 K27 7718 000 K2R DT 100 K71 730017 ,1270 DT'21 1007
11 AMINT2W 1P AT AN NUTT 2 wn?

' Much of what appears below is based on Rav Chaim Friedlander’s introduction to 2"mn1 "vw,
reprinted at the beginning of Mman "nna n7p.
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* Examples of practical halacha having its source in Kabbalistic wisdom is the cutting of the “female”
challah on Friday night, the “male” challah on Shabbos morning and holding them together for the
third meal; the 0"D11V1 of the 01N V2IR on MJ10.
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also need to understand these Midos in order to know which of His Midos to activate. This
unusual power was given to man'.

We also gain a deeper understanding of 5in through n5ap. Learning Kabala can
certainly give a deeper insight into the more perplexing ny»wn9, or those whose relevance is
not immediately apparent, but it also gives us deeper insight into the thinking of Chazal. This
is not just to access the mysterious mTN of 530, but also to understand the deeper wisdom
of the Mitzvos DeRabbanan®. Chazal were great Kabbalists, and it therefore stands to reason
that they used the full range of their wisdom, including their kabbalistic wisdom, in the
making of their DeRabanans.

However, learning n9ap is not superior to learning no»n nn’: The kabbalists are
like those advisors to the king who spend their days praising him and getting the nation to
appreciate his greatness, but they do not deal with the everyday reality and ongoing practical
needs of the kingdom. This is left to another group of advisors (akin to those who learn the
revealed wisdom), who are just as essential to the running of the kingdom®.

When Moses was given the tablets’, G-d’s grip remained on the outer two tefachim of
one side, which were the two tefachim of the unrevealed Torah, the unfathomable,
undefinable universe preceding even tohu va’vohu. Directly grasped by the hand of Moses
were the two tefachim of the other side, the revealed Torah, whose knowledge Moses was
permitted to grant us. The middle two tefachim, located at a distance from Moses’ grip,
consisted of the inner Torah, the mysteries meant to be revealed only by Moses and those of
special worth®.
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’> Shemos Rabah (47:6)

® Rav Shimon Schwab in the name of the Telzer Rov brought in The Dynamics of Dispute, pg. 4.
There appears to be some secrets of the Torah which Moshe Rabeinu did not reveal to anyone:
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Rav Chaim Friedlander' makes a distinction between the way to M9 in earlier
generations and in later generations”. In the earlier generations, Kabbalistic Wisdom was
only revealed to select individuals. Such people were ony1n ©>»an, and only required that
the inner Torah be revealed to them ©p19 >wx12 and X712, Someone who was not at the
level of NN N9 was not capable of understanding these secrets.

However, with the decline of the generations, we were no longer capable of reaching
this level of nmnn nvm»a. Therefore, HaSh-m gave us the ability to understand aspects of
the inner secrets of the N7 m through Sown ny1°.

iii) The Hebrew language and the nYap

The Hebrew language is the vehicle through which all n7apn’s myawn are filtered,
and it is therefore called whpn ywo*. All other languages are languages by convention,
meaning that they were set up by the common decision of a group of people who agreed to
use certain sounds (words) to represent certain things’. Hebrew, however, is intrinsic, which
means that the words actually reflect the reality of a particular object at a certain level. Since
the world was created by G-d using Hebrew words®, were we to trace any object back up its
spiritual trajectory’, we would, at some stage®, get to the word. The word is the reality of the
object at a higher level. This is how PN DTN knew the names of the animals. He did not
name them, but rather, whatever Man understood to be each animal's name, that was indeed
its name’. The name of something is its thereness, its "ow — ness"'?. The word, therefore,
actually sustains the physical reality it produced''. Man, who is an Yop DYy, is made up of
all 22 letters.

The kabbalistic work which deals with how words are the building blocks of the
world is nP¥1 790 which, according to the >3, was written by ax onax . The letters

' In his introduction to Ramchal’s 11317 &N
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aWNN 20 Pno 7R 1R 1TY 100 ,?22300 DT T 2D RA7 MIW9XRN IR 117 1IN011,0'un 11770 ml'l“l3
J'M9n

* 07anIna ®2T1 27 2 MINW - RWN " 9 17211

® e.g. in English we call a table by that name because we all agree to use those sounds that make up
that word to designate that object. But we could all just as soon decide tomorrow that we now want to
call it a gobblydook and this is just as appropriate a word. In fact, there are many such words where
the English call an object by one thing, and the Americans “decided’ to call it by another. Examples of
this include calling the rubbish the garbage, a pram (perambulator) a carriage, a coach (inter-urban
bus) a bus, a nappy a diaper, etc. (When we say decided, we do not mean that there was a meeting
one day. The language evolved. But this comes to the same thing.)
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are the bricks, and the words the rows of bricks which comprise the buildings .

Letters and words are precise in all their dimensions, and they can therefore be
analyzed by their shape, numerical value, sound, and their relationship to other letters and
words. Since they represent complete realities, they translate not only into the physical reality
of maltter, but also of time (each month reflects a letter), and of the Jewish nation itself (each
tribe) .

iv) History of nvap

The First Man was an expert Kabbalistz, as was AN DNHaN, whose work, N8N 190, we
have until this day3. oNYN1 was also a great Kabbalist, understanding, as did 1ax onnax,
how the letters of the alphabet made up the world. The yown, which YX5%2 made, was a mini-
world, and it was essential that the builder of the yown know the kabbalistic secrets of the
letters®. Yn9¥a received this wisdom from through wmpn M9 and from a9 nwn, who
received all his kabbalistic wisdom® as part of a7yawin® at >»o.

Although the revealed part of the 97yavin was given to all, the "7 n »no were only
revealed to nyNo PR’

Kabbalistic wisdom was widespread throughout the time of the o»n. Just as Rebbe
saw the need to put the mywn into writing, there was also a need to write down the Kabbalistic
wisdom®. However, it was written in code form in such a way that it was impossible to
understand it unless one was worthy of being taught by existing masters of thenvap’ . At
some stage' the 90t was hidden, as there was a concern that despite the precautions that had
been taken it was open to be misunderstood and abused .

Throughout the period of the oMmwxa, the 90t was unknown. Although other
kabbalistic works were known, knowledge of nbap shrank to a tiny handful of people in each
generation. As a result of the gap it left, many of the o>»wNy developed a philosophical
approach to explaining different aspects of cosmic and earthly reality. The 07an, N> M

N el
See PROOFS Chapter Ten: Secondary Proofs B: — The Hebrew Language for a nr?wogrrtla -Iéjeutzilléd
analysis.
2 (see The Hebrew Language, ii, above)
* This section is based primarily on 11071 011K 1w and the Editor's introductory overview there.
1:x7 mnw 17an1 17v*
1 ANTRA 1MTRPA 0INR MI0— NNRA 172071 0WA 1R T1°2 WT* 0A*T 200 710 "N’

6 See the Ramchal in the next note.
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' some say during the time of the n'x1m~ and some say during the time of the T 1182
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"Y1, 129X 9O 1 and many others left their legacy with great works which, even where they
did make reference to Kabbalistic works', did not use n9ap as an essential part of their
explanations”.

v) Limitations on learning

The 77any’ was the one who turned the point back towards restoring Kabalistic
wisdom to its rightful place. The 77ax merited to have X230 YN reveal himself to him
periodically and teach him hidden secrets of the N7 n. The 77ax~ then taught these secrets to
M "D PNY 219 who taught Y091y »27) XY 27, Amongst their students was the Y7219, who
included many kabbalistic explanations in his ¥y on wmIn. As a result, the learning of nYap
began to spread once more.

All this time, however, the 913 remained hidden. It was only soon after this that it was
rediscovered’. The circumstances of the discovery’ greatly strengthened the faith of the Jews,
and its teachings enhanced their commitment to Torah life. Rav Moshe Cordevero greatly
cleared up many of the misunderstandings and disputes that had developed around the n>ap
amongst the later 0w, The process was completed by the 973 »IN, N pnY> 9, who had
parents of both Ashkenazic and Sephardic lineage, facilitating his becoming one of the rare
Jews who was a rebbe for all of YN 995,

There were tragic consequences of this new learning, however. Shabtai Tzvi led a
long list of false messiahs® who misled multitudes of Jews with their distorted interpretations
of the 9nt. This led to the limiting of open learning of nYap in Ashkenazic countries.
Sephardic tradition continued to learn N2 and does so to this day, as Sephardim remained
more open to broader numbers of people studying the nvap. In the Ashkenazic world, the
Kabbalistic wisdom was passed through the generations by exceptional Nn7n giants such as
the 9910, the 57NnA, the 8793 and Rav Chaim of Volozhin. These N7 n giants also began a
tradition of writing about Kabalistic subjects in a form and language that was easier to
understand by those who studied their works. However, the n5ap remained inaccessible to
the masses. The gap of this dimension of spirituality contributed towards to the rise of the
Chassidic movement. The Rebbes disseminated Kabbalistic wisdom to the masses in a

! e.g. 11'%'1 190 is quoted in the 1112
2 1m1pn oMK Miw - claims that the 07an1 did not know n1%2p until the end of his life. He quotes a
letter authenticated by the 7x1112% in which the 072n1 states that had he known n22p when writing his
n1In mwn, he would have given a different explanation for certain things, notably n"wx11 nwun and
12123 nwun. A few 0"1wX1, such as the 172n7, theT”2x7, the ®”aw1 and thex7v 128, did know n221p.
As a result, mainstream Torah ngpwn is usually in favor of the position of the 17an1 wherever he
disagrees with the n”an1.

1NTRN 0UIMR T

*Rabbi Moshe De Leon, who began spreading its teachings once again, describes the n1's
rediscovery:

MIN? N?2W1 7M1 7190 121 11X 0W X311 ,77MN PO 2D TNXR 01PN2 11917 N11%— N1 "2700- TNKX 171
02N IRWD 1900 AT 7200 NNTR 17 10X DTN INKR N20 ,12 11727 k21 107" ®?27,01TR MIN21, 021010 NINIR

12772 NNNW 12 1NNW ,R?27197219 "IN 1MKR1T07,[T19020] R?71972187 071900 N20— MR 071720 1R 1°®1,TNR

(Mt 170 27NW2a R7TNiN)
> The 11 was discovered just in time. Many of the Spanish intellectuals had become more
assimilated. (Later, when the Christians conquered Spain, many of these intellectuals were among
the first ones to convert to Christianity.)

® ending with Jacob Frank
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greatly distilled form. In time, they were followed by the 9©wn »oya. Today, there is hardly a
major work on Napwn or 70 which does not draw significantly on Kabbalistic sources.

vi) The danger of learning n%aj» prematurely

There is a danger of learning nap prematurely', because if a person tastes the deepest
77 but is unable to appreciate its depth, he will relate to it without sufficient regard. This
will in turn undermine his appreciation of all the other aspects of 11 °. Additionally, if he is
not ready to learn nYap, he may misunderstand something. Since nYap deals with
fundamental issues, a misunderstanding in this area is not just on one detail, but can rather
lead to an idolatrous belief. A person who is not prepared to learn NnYap may also understand
something that is genuinely true at a higher level and mistakenly think that it applies in this
world as well’.

After a new wave of false Messiahs, the 19 »5n set limitations on the study of
n9ap. The works of the 911, the ©71990 990 of the Ramak and the 7PN DMIMNX MW were
not to be learned until age 30, while other Kabbalistic works were only to be learned after a
person reached 40 years®.

Primarily, the nYap remains an oral tradition. Even those who wrote about it did so in
such a way that their books could not be understood unless one had been taught n>ap orally’.
Such works revealed little and hid much®. Therefore, no matter how great in N1 m wisdom
one may be, if one has not had a teacher in this area of wisdom, one cannot know it

T |‘IJ‘J]’I1
1 71111 017002 ®X™M 01702 R TR N1V VI PRPI1 PRI TNR ,DI911 PRI TOXR N1 P*Ri1 TNXR 07197 10131 1U21R
(MRYP IXRX11 NP 97 20 1 1122 1"D) .R2AWD

27T 117281 2N2dn 1707 ,_|2

1R AT 77721) 1719 2D MR 71907 12170 1°UUNN 121710 11N23N N7 N1 NN - NUTA IRUNU KU1 2D
P12 213 ... ,0"171D 20 "M™191 13112 127 02,7301 1270 107" "2 ,1"MTN IR 1PN° 0178 17290 TIN? NIJ0 N
1" 170 0"NW NIR7" N1'N2a°?

NID 0 PP P80 TOR ... 07197 10121 AU2IR
0°R*AN7N D'UINR1 077 0K "I DI'R N8N "0UN 1272 1IMKRA 0772W2 220010 INKR? I8N0 "0Una 2177 112

JIWUNN N1IXNA 71X 'R R19R "7 — 110N 122 IR ORT N7IMI0 2270 28

3 Rav Yitzchak Hutner, 77T; see also 179 1 10w 0N W)

1910 21P2” I N1917°RA 2R1AW* M2 232 P91 ,170PN 11702 12 RPIOT ®N1°2 ,"T1722 112100 DWT]FI4
MNTPNA 71IU) 210181 1°D2 110 AR 20 2178 WTN2 0121w ,MXIXR ‘T TUT 2WM2A 1WIR 127 ,771171 "127321
(MTPN 0" 1INRKR IMWw?

:WMmn'? NnTRn ]”JT]'I5
IR "D .70 IN02 M1 IR WK 070 2310 1272 112071 210N° 781 X120 11207 22 AT 1902 2200161 722
131 172N 22PN 1TR? 0IN 22191 91 "N217,711721 220 0102 ,272 1DT1* ®721,772T 101" R?20 ,1INKRI 1D TIN

6 Hence, 1772R7's introduction to his commentary on n1°x*n 190 :
finm vp VUNA 71" 1'RN? 1?2"D117 "MUTA TN 1271 ,719 78 1910 77 0°'TN1 072 ,00™N1T101 71780 071270 228
T WITPN 7900 N0 "N?23pW

(2T - TN 2D TRN) TNNSN 12 17000 28 072K TIU? 2217 &7
It would appear that no less a person than the 17an7 did not know 1?21 for most of his life (1mw
0 & N 11WRT N13™ 0'NR; see above iii-A History of the n221p ).
The 271 "R also wrote all his works as a ?un. Rav Chaim of Volozhin confirmed that the 871 and he
himself had understood the 2wn1 of the 2”1 18 (Rav Chaim Friedlander, introduction to mng n2p

nmon pg. 10/11).
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APPENDIX A: WHEN WAS THE N9 Dyaw NN
WRITTEN?

i-Did %349 write down the N2 Yyaw 799 or just arrange it?
ii-Why was 24 the one!?
a->2v’s exceptional scholarship and overall stature
b-He was exceptionally gifted linguistically
c-There was a window of opportunity
d-The generation of Tanaim was exceptional
iii-Earlier mwn
iv-The Talmud
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APPENDIX A: WHEN WAS THE n9 Syav NN
WRITTEN?

i-Did >3 write down the 79 5yav 777175 or just arrange it:

In the text, we brought a n,>nn between »7vy and the 0”any as to when the NN
N9 Yyaw was written down. The 0727 holds that not only was it written down by »27 but that
he was the actual author of the text. »»v1 holds that while »a7 arranged the nyywn and taught
them orally, he never wrote them down.

»Y7’s position is supported by 20 P2y, where the X refers to nyn no»n as
having been written and v~ explains that the X9 specifies nyn N because other than
that work, not even one letter of a statement of na5n appeared in written form in those days'.

The 07ann may say that during that time, the written text of the mywn had yet to be
widely disseminated and in any case people were encouraged to continue to learn the text
19 Yya since writing the text has only been granted out of great necessity.

PN NP I of X Tama (900-998 CE) in his NN, states a middle position between

A and the 07any . He agrees with the 07ann that a7 wrote the nywn down, but disagrees
that he was the author. He holds that the basic materials in the mw»n date back to an
unspecified time much before »a17. However, over time, many variations crept into the
terminology of the mwn. »19 took upon himself to create a standard, authoritative text of the
mwn out of the 13 versions he had before him. Most DWX1 agree with )WN) NVW 7.

However, even the ©7any would agree that »37 did not compile the Mmwn alone.
Nowhere does »17 speak in the first person, thus giving him no more prominence than the
other onyn. Rather, the compilation of the mwn is the accomplishment of the y71M0O,
convened in »27's days and presided over by him3.

ii-Why was >37 the one:

a-  7’s exceptional scholarship and overall stature: R' Yehuda HaNassi was exceptional
in his generation; he was the unique man who encompassed all positive attributes of
mn and NoYm together”.

"In Gateway to the Talmud there is further proof brought that that supports Rashi’'s nu"w (Pg. 46 note
4):
1. In211"217"D and 1 N1 T2V the 0°®R1INXR have a dispute about the spelling of a certain word in
the mwn. If it had been written down, they would have simply gone to check the spelling.
2. N9 Rp"¥n ®11 reports that &1 7, a TN2N of 11, orally taught the nmiwn to six school children
(whereas he taught the wnin from a text).
* History of the Jewish People, From Yavneh to Pumbedisa, page 93, by Meir Holder and Hersh
Goldwurm, Mesorah
 ibid.

710N W11"97 ANTRN ,lII”ZIT]"I4

1T "WIR 73R T N2TW TU M2AT0A N1TNT MTINNN 22 12 IRINIW WK 1IN TAXRT 11T 707 7170 W1TRpn 13721
TD1 11727 AWN NN™ (V1 97 1"973) 17INKRWU M3 0N'23N2 1781021 QN30 771 7107 M1 1T 11727 1M1p°
1910) 2”1 1MMXRW 112 TA1IVT NPN11 11001 MT0N 172211 2°n1 TNXR 01PN 221721 27N 1°R1 R? "17
RUT NIRT™M 11D 1292 "27 NINwn (:vn
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b-  Rebbi was exceptionally gifted linguistically'.

c- There was a window of opportunity in that generation, as >33 had a close
relationship with the Roman emperor, and life was good for the Jewish people
throughout »a~'s lifetime”. It may be that »an, with his friendly contacts in high
Roman political circles, was better able than anyone else to foresee the future trend
of events. Rome had reached the stage where the empire was too large and spread
out to be controlled from the capital’.

d-  The generation of the Tanaim was exceptional. The ©>n)n brought back all parts
of a7yaw N n that were forgotten, and in the »17's time all was revealed and
written down or hinted at in the oxonn »27".

The role of Rebbe in particular needs to be understood in the general context of the unique
generations of . 90 lived in the 7nn »a5x »w», the two thousand years where even
nature paralleled the Will of HaSh-m and His Torah’.

tii-Earlier ny»vwp

: DINO NOMN

STVON IMVND NNTPN 072N

DNIN PPNDN P DT NINHDD NNIYN 19N DNIN DIAMDI DNMIWND DI WY DI TRONM...
.DIND NYNN DINIPI

(MMIWN? MTPN 072N7) UTIPN 11022 TR 221 12911 1107 NX 771 ... OTIPN 11"

TR N72p 1707
MDA 170 TR 1091 WITR 11727 IR AR 7771 017710K 12 D117110IR "N172 720 (1T 11717 M)
DITINIP 17INRT U19°0IR 7701 T11M10IR TN 1"0721 007 17IRAT 2817077 0210 00 0713 01Tpn 11717 "2 1
1M 22 WITRPM 1127 MR 1722 02101

(M1MWN? AMTRA 07aNT) 121370 AN AN W0 10 12 170

3 History of the Jewish People, pg. 95

MNRT 00X 0D 02107 NNRAW 1827 10T Mo 202 71 112270 010 1R &1 1oni nxe nTo...*
71111 1702 NMNNN 223 ®R?21 NNRAT..LORIND M TNR 20N K20 1N TMKRD TN 127070 1098 RO 12T NNMKR 1070
72D 7IWN 9102 22R 2270 17201 8?2 2717 TU1,N3WIW 10 1770 T'RIND,UTN? TNY 211 T'2N0 1N 12779
1NN 2D -NTN IRD) ...0°RIN 127N TNRA 2370 11 R?2R WTINN 12T 712207 ®?21 M2INN°7 R0 11 223 12an1
(wR

These exceptional people were totally dedicated to their task:
(TO 2 "IT12) D" NUXRTN 17002 T NURTN TN3N 12 TNUNW 1w ... 710NN 1012 12 TN0M

:WR 7NN 20 11T 1xg’

22 ORI 17X 0'92R01 "0 NN 07978 1071 10 T 271N .0210 "M" "1272 N1"N7A0 "N?22 000 2711 09190
1" 12 17910 NN 177X 20107 110X 172pR0 0%7 IN7IN2 7172p0 X177 272pna 07102 Davn 170
oM™ R ,IMTi 2237 AN?72X 101X 17Tl 1R 12AR0 T2 17770 T™IN2 191710 NIR 2711 "M 0201 -0"N™"0N
19779”7W 271N 12T 2D 17R0W 1°1) .T"MA?710 270N N'1179 720N 1R 1917070 NIR 11237 1N72%" 122 07X "120
- M9™Y? g MKR197 1720 R12T AR INRA7 071N INIR R2KR 2071 R 719770 0°R17 IR 101700 1R
,RITND 72D RPT IR? "R 2R1M0 MR ,RINNT AWV 121402 TWT , 07NN NIR 71MN0 X120 128 1271102 1MKRTIT
2221 7171 NT 222 12aM1 R20 R?R -TN 1"R9IMN 100 701971 NIRITT 190 133 7°pT 10 1I0KR7T .11 220 21107
0'IN? 10011 .AXR™AN N'UKXRIA 172 ®R7120 ORN 1710071 717V 23707 ANINWIT 171 1221 10R U™ .01%N71 01PN
(.M9™19n VI1AP?
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iv-The Talmud

Rebbe either ordered or wrote the Mishnayos. The era of the Tanaim was then closed.
The Amoraim were responsible for putting it in order and writing the Sugyos that became the
Talmud Yerushalmi' and Bavli* respectively. Neither of these exists on all the mishnayos’.
Where they both exist, the Halacha is usually like the Bavli, although occasionally the
Rambam seems to pasken like the Yerushalmi.

The order of the Mishnayos was very specific, and include very deep meanings®.

' Rav Yochanan compiled the Yerushalmi in Eretz Yisroel although later Amoraim completed this
work.

% Ravina and Rav Ashi arranged the Bavli, arranging all the sugyos under respective Mishnayos. Rav
Ashi’'s son, Mar bar Rav Ashi and the Rabbanan Avorai completed the process. There were four
generations of Raban Savorai all coming after Mar bar Rav Ashi.

® The Yerushalmi is comprised of Zeraim (which does not exist in the Bavli except for Brachos),
Moed, Nashim and Nezikim. It has most of Nidah and it seems from the Rishonim that it also existed
in Koshim.
WMn ‘0 7413 '] AW TA1 373 071 "3 01702 070 N1M0N 07U (9102 V0N 97 INoR N2 20 011'9) x12*
113721 P73 R171 0120 "3 N13722 N1MIWUNA 21NN 3701 [MTNA 23 2223 ®17 01701 MTNA T2 R0 D00 01N
137 P TR WR1? NUI120 PIRA 20 121077 TUR T102 PrTR7 ®10 UIWT 00T 170 1101 712102 "3 041 .97 T8 UR1?
113722 2°'nNnn
NR VT 2231 Ip*D0 07UN N2NNNN N1372 N300 737 PUT¥ UKR1? M7 ;1020 T8 17 27TR0 NPT
12721 171 T2V ™2 VT2 7130 1N TAVN 2"NRT AR "P17R
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APPENDIX B: THE 7991

-7 7y

ii-Accuracy of the n9on
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APPENDIX B: THE N1

There were forty generations from the time of nw» until >wx 29 who sealed the X . These
are mentioned by 0”219 in his nwNd NHTPN. All but the last five he mentions were heads
of the yyT1MH0.

V=179 )
Not everyone agrees that there are specifically 13 principles. jp3n 990 holds that there are
only 7 while 719« 21 learned that there are 32 rules. However, the ©>wn91n explain that there

is no real n,Ynn; it is just a question of how the various opinions choose to categorize
things.

M 9p - The a fortiori argument’

mw A1 - The distinguished similarity®
wpsn — Analogy’

99mv — Juxtaposed (Consecutive) verses®

ax 993 - General Principle

D099 ©9995 - Generalizations and Specifications®

N8 D993 1PNV 934 - Something that was included in a Generalization but was then singled
6
out

! See 1% N7 nrwx11 where PxUNw* 1 brings ten examples of a 1M1 2@ explicitly mentioned in the
77,

2 1712 means cut out i.e. distinguished from other words; mw means similar to another word.

"] 1710 "1°T 22 12 TIN0?1 0171 23 12 W11T? 07X 212370 72T K100 11910 Nw119n 1229 12 127130 07221 :172n7
1IMRW  TIM?ZNN N A7 WI9M MUTINN N121N2 1723 N1'17 2103 7907 109X "R 0™MUI N3 NN 12793 M2
2D 1W01719) .NTI 2W "W 13TINW M 1270 172P 13 OXR XR?XR MIUN 110 0777 1T 1°R1 MIVN NI 29 17 OTR

(ML MW N1I¥NN 190 07aNTn

3 This is not mentioned as one of the thirteen principles of 2xunw" 1 because he regarded a wp'n as
the equivalent of an explicitly mentioned teaching (n1n*13n 190). As the Mabit writes:

(X9 190 N™IP? NNTRn)
10792 AMIXRA 21N 7272 WUPRT 1172 *INA? 21T IRNI 101 X027 Opn 'R0 07N 9°TUT 177 ®71°207T 1817

* Similar to a wpin.
Also not included in ?xunw" 1's list, probably for the same reason.

> This is divided into 4 separate principles in 7xunw" 1's ®MN'"121

® This is divided into 4 separate principles in ?xunw" 's ®kMN"12.
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INDN TAYN a7 IIvn 1abn 937 - Elucidation of a matter from its context or from a
subsequent statement

AT AN DT OOWININN B3N %Y - Reconciling two contradictory verses

For a full elucidation of the m71n » see Gateway to the Talmud by Rabbi Meir Tzvi Bergman,
Artscroll Chap 13. (15N> X1an)

See also Artscroll Siddur on YNynw» 97 NP2 pg. 48-52

vi - Accuracy of the 7710p

An example from the most difficult of periods:

When the Jewish exiles of Yechonyah (together with the scholars) arrived in
Babylonia, they were settled in Nehardea. Yechonyah and his people built a synagogue, using
for its foundation the very stones and earth which they had brought along from the Beit
Hamikdash, in keeping with the verse, "for Your servants take pleasure in its stones and
prayed upon its earth" (Tehillim 1:15). This synagogue was called "The Synagogue that
traveled and settled in Nehardea": part of the Beit Hamikdash was transferred to here and the
Divine Presence rested upon them.

Rav Sherira Gaon notes that this synagogue still existed in his time.

The establishment of this spiritual center in Babylonia by the first wave of exiles was
part of the Divine plan to prepare a framework for the spiritual salvation of the Jewish People
and their Torah even before the Destruction had actually taken place'.

At the time of the destruction of the second Beit Hamikdash the hand of Divine
Providence was again revealed in the active rescue of Torah, as our Sages relate’. R.
Yochanan ben Zakkai found favor in Vespasian's eyes when he told him that he would
become the next Roman emperor. As a reward, Vespasian agreed to fulfill R. Yochanan's
request to spare Yavneh and its scholars. One can but surmise that had Vespasian realized
what this seemingly innocent request would lead to, he would have refused it outright. As
history was to prove later, it was the bulwark of Torah learning in Yavneh which assured the
survival of Torah for all future generations despite the disastrous devastation of the Roman
wars. Thus, Vespasian's unwitting beneficence assured the continued existence of the Jewish
People whom he had so keenly sought to destroy.

The rescue of Yavneh and the establishment of the y77m© and the yeshivah there by
R. Yochanan ben Zakkai was truly remarkable. At that time R. Yochanan was very advanced
in age. He was a direct disciple of Hillel the Elder and already over one hundred years old’.
He girded his loins and established a new yeshivah in Yavneh, reestablished the y97mo
through his active leadership, and assured the continuity of the Torah among the Jewish
People.

By the time that the persecution in Eretz Yisrael grew unbearable and the yeshivot
which had preserved the tradition of Yavneh were destroyed, Providence had already
prepared a framework for its transfer elsewhere -- to the Babylonian yeshivot of Sura and

' see Gittin 88a

> Gittin 56a

’ at the age according to the mun in Avot 5:24, when one is as if he were already dead and had
passed away from the world.
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Pumpeditha. R’ Yochanan ben Zakkai was one of the four elders of our People responsible
for transmitting the Torah from generation to generation, who were active until their deaths at
120 years of age'.

! see Sifri 357, at the end of Devarim. The other three were Moshe Rabbenu, Hillel and R. Alciva. The
advanced age of the last two was also a special measure of Divine Providence for the preservation of
Torah.
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i-Hebrew

ii-English

APPENDIX C: CHARTS
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APPENDIX C: CHARTS

Names and Dates of Sifrei Tanach and Shalsheles HaMesorah

i-Hebrew
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ii-English:
A Road Map to Jewish Learning
SINAI (1313 BCE)

Written Law

Five Books of Moses Bereshit, Shmot, Vayikra, Bamidbar, Devarim
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

Prophets (1273 BCE - 760 BCE) Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Jonah, Obadiah, Micha, Nahum,
Habakuk, Zephania, Haggai, Zecharia

Writings (760 BCE — 350 BCE) Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemia, Chronicles,
Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastics, Ester

Sanhedrin (High Court — Legislators) 1313 BCE — 359 CE

Rabbinical Laws and Customs

Oral Law

Legal Explanations and Definitions, Rules of Exegesis, Oral Traditions,
Explanations of Narrative Portions, Ethics, Kabbala

Mishna (170 — 200 CE) Rabbi Yehuda ha Nasi — Editor — 6 orders
Seeds — Agriculture, 11 Tractates

Times — Shabbos, Festivals, 12 Tractates

Women — Marriage, Divorce, 7 Tractates

Damages — Finance, Jurisprudence, 10 Tractates

Holiness — Sacrifices, Kashrus, 11 Tractates

Purity — Purity and Impurity, 12 Tractates

63 Tractates — 523 Chapters

Gemara: Jerusalem Talmud (350 CE. R Muna & R. Yosi)
Babylonian Talmud (500 CE. Ravina & R., Ashi)

Explanations: Legal and Ethical, Legislation, Decisions, Customs

Midrashim: Rava, Rabbi Tanchuma, Rabbi Shimon, etc...

Zohar: Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai

Geonim: 7"-10™ Cent: R. Saadia Gaon, R. Hai Gaon...

Rishonim: 11"™-14™ Cent: Rashi, Maimonides, Nachmanidies...

Code Of Jewish Law: 16™ Cent: R. Yosef Caro, R. Moshe Isserles...

Acharonim: 17" — 20" Cent: R. Eliyahu Gaon-Vilna, Chasam Sofer,
Chofetz Chaim...
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